Riding the Outback with Smoky

e HE kangaroos with leap
and bound go 20 feet at o
stricle - that was how the

poet Will H. Ogilvie celebrated,
some years ago, the kangaroo hunt
on the “wild Australian plains”
and that part of his poem may still be
true todav. But if e Had bern on Long
Istand---yves. the New York one  tor the
kanea oo hunt thev held tere a vem
or two ago he would Liave hud to
rather sad!y that thie next bt that
into his head wuas sheer poetic he
For neither the “lean blue houn.as
the lean blue cops, the “bushin
the helicopters were any match for the
dinkum Aussie kangaroo wiliose hopping
kept everyane else on the hou (o five
davs. Zip was his name and zig his
strategy—so much so that one Ameti-
can newspaper was able to tell the
whole story of one dayv’s chase in one
line: “Zip Zigs as Police Zag.”
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The funny thing about this kangaroo
story iy that Zip had alreadv been suc-
cessfully  hunted  once. What 1thoughts
were passing  through  his head as he
dyave inan open convertible from Lone
Intand to Manhattan we

cart't osay, but It seenis
that one of the million
aire estates he was pass.
ing must have reminded
him of the Never-Never.
for without so much as
a by-your-leave to his
guardian, Smoky Daw-
son, he took one 20-foot
bound and in the land ot
the free was a free
kangaroo.

Zip was one of threc
kangaroos that  Smoky
Dawson, the Australian
outhack entertainer
took to America with
him in 1951, Besides
the kangaroos. Smoky
took his Australian cow
hoy clothes, his throw-
ing  knives, his stock-
whip, his snakeskin tie,
his Spanish guitar and
his Hawaiian guitar, his
tin whistle and his “jaw
harp.” as he calls il
Mrs. Smoky -- Dottie’s
her namée, though she
used to be well-known
to Meibourne radio list
eners as “June” of 3KZ
—-also went along., They
toured through several
States in which Smoky
visited high schools and
colleges giving lecture-
recitals on  Australian
outback life. He sang
songs, threw knives,
cracked his stockwhip.
Once, in New Jersey, he
even appeared as a
puest star in Kiss Me,
Kare

But like many another
entertainer Smoky
dreamed of hypnotising
the American millions
from a TV screen. With
Dottie he went to New
York, where he saw an
advertisement for the
premiere of Kangaroo, a
movie mace in Australia
with  Maureen O'Hara
and Peter Lawford.
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When he c¢alled on the distributors he
was wearine bis cowboy cluothes, knives,
snjikeskin tie and way veady to crack
bis winp, He was given a contract, and
one of the kangaroos he had left in
California was flown to New York to
appear in his act. American-style, Smcky
met Zip at the airport in a Rolls-Rovce.
Reporters  scrihbled  and  flash-bulbs
flushed. Next morning as they were leav-
ing their Long Island hide-out for Maen.
Hattan Zip was startled by a tooting
horn and leapt 10 freedom,

“A huge squad of police was alerte i
in the chase” Smoky says. “Even a
Helicopter was used i an effort to spot
Zip.” The TV studios were wide open
then, as Smoky was offered 10 differ-
ent spoty on guest shows, Meanwhile
New York police, helicopters and Boy
Scotits searched for Zip.

To please television audiences Smoky
dropped such dinkum Aussie words as
bush. beaut, sheila, mate and bonza from
his Jingo. To please himself he turned
cdown tilm and stage offers on behalf of
his recaptured kangaroo and turned Zip
over to the New York Central Park Zoo.

Smoky Dawson, whose name s
already  well known  to New Zealand

1

radiv  listeners fromn.
broadcasts of his record-
ings, made Austratian
radio history as the first
Jocal cowboy (o go on
the air. He has written
many songs of his ow
—sheet music and re-
cordings of these have
had big sales. His fie
guent  persanal  appear
ances draw huge crowds
and  huve made him
specially  popular  with
children. Best known of
hiz recent radio work is
his serial Smoky Daw:
son, a story of the Aus
tralian outback, pro-
duced in Australia by
Associated Programme!
This is uow to be heard
from stations of the
NZBS. The first broad-
cast will be from 3YZ at
6.0 pm. on Monday.
April 18, and after that
from the same station
at the same fime every
Monday and Wednesdav
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