
as worthy successors to Peter Buck
blazing the trail in the too-infrequently
pursued academic paths.
In reply, Dr, Winiata may well ask
Mr. Ritchie if he and his department
have ever helped in the training and en-
couragement of Maori students in psy-
chology in order to fit them as research
workers on relevant problems in Maori
communities. Or do they prefer to ear-
mark such investigations as the special
preserves of the pseudo-scientific pakeha
investigators out, to prove some new-
fangled theory-just because it is new?
Let Mr. Ritchie train such Maori per-
sonnel, for thereby alone can he hope
to win the confidence of e Maori
people. H.H. PIAHANA
Chairman, Ranginui Tribal Execu
tive Committee, Tauranga.

Sir-The somewhat illogical com
ments of James E. Ritchie on Dr. Wini
ata’s Sunday night speech are surprising,
coming as they do from a person of aca
demic standing and presumably free of
bias and the desire to split hairs. How
ever, this shows how difficult it is for a
pakeha to get away from the belief that
his culture is so much superior to that
of anyone else.
First, James Ritchie denies the exist
ence of Maori culture, then he proceeds
to chastise Dr. Winiata for seeking to
preserve that which is proven to be non
existent! He pins his faith on field re
ports, presumably made by pakehas, as
the only basis for worthwhile discussion.
While not denying the value of reportsif properly carried out, it must be pointed
out that Dr. Winiata and other educated
Maoris, reared in Maori communities,
are superior to any

—
field reports as

sourcés of material. Existing field re
ports compiled by pakeha students after
less than 12 months’ residence on the
verge of Maori communities must be
taken ‘with a dash of salt and cannot
substitute for half-lifetime experience asfull members of those communities.
James Ritchie states that there is no
threat to Maori culture today. He is
wrong here. It is the pressures from the
pakeha on the inner citadels of Maori
values clearly illustrated in the tone of
his own Tetter that puts the Maori on
the defensive. The alienation of the
Orakei Marae with all its traditional
associations, the pronouncement of in
validation of the King Country Pact on
the basis of a field report, issued by a
pakeha research worker that ignored the
Maori-derived facts of a historical] situa
tion, and the denial! of a vote for Maoris
in the King Country at the recent elec
tion of Licensing Committees all indi
cate the need for the Maori to be
vigilant.
Let James Ritchie stick to his Freu
dian psychology and allow the Maori to
give expression to his legitimate aspira
tion to become a self-respecting mem
ber of a society that recognises the
Maori as well as the pakeha as brothers
with different though converging back
grounds. KARENA TAMAKI
Kaumatua, Negati-Maniapoto,

Pirongia.

DANGEROUS LOCALITY
Accidents do. happen-anywhere, at any
time. That’s why Mother keeps a tin of
Ayrton’s Antiseptic Pink Healing Cream
handy. It soothes the pain from bruises
and bumps-helps to clean up cuts, boils
and sores. Ayrton’s Antiseptic Healing
Cream is available from Chemists every-
where at only 2/1 a tin. A product of
Ayrton Saunders and Company Limited,
Liverpool, England.

AT LAST! [ve found
Children's Socks that
wear!wear!wear!

amaZing withthe

Unconotonal wRnttekHOLEPRooF SniaueufWOOL5ZEALON 3JIMES IONGERWEARCHILDRENPS Sock'S
InGreyand Fawn andNavy for Schoolwear HzT


