PAUL GAUGUIN
Classic figure of revolt

real story is rather different from the
legend. He was, it is true. a stockbroker
of sorts when he marricd Mette; but
be had had an exotic childhood in Peru.
and from heredity and environment had
received a character which seemed to
belong inevitably to an artist.

Much of his best work was done in
Brittany, Jong before he thought of Ta-
hiti. and even then he had broken away

from the Impressionists. Although a hard |
man to get on with, he had his disciples. :

is described competently in
this book: but the authors empbasise
that their interest is in the man, and
they see him increasingly through his

His work

relationship with Mette. It is clear from :

the evidence that Gauguin's ruthlessness
in the separation’ has been greatly ex-
aggerated. He refused to pive up paint-
ing: but he was incurably an optimist:

he really believed that in a few vyears|

he would be able to sell his canvases :

and support his family in comfort.

His wife and children were not starv- |

ing; they were living with relations in
Denmark, and in later years Mette was
able to sell many of Gauguin's pictures
at prices which surprised her. It was
Gauguin himself who knew hunger. He
was not silent about his sufferings: on
the contrary, his letters to Mette were
full of bitterness. Both of them wrote

too much; but although they reproached

each other the link between them was
not Anally broken until near the end of
the artist's hfe. And it was always
Guauguin who wanted a reconciliation.

The story of those last vears at Ta-

hiti is one of unrelieved tragedy—un-:

less, perhaps, there is relief in the

frenzied outbursts of painting while his
splendid health was being broken down
by syphilis. Gauguin suffered terribly, !

and much of the evil that came upon

him was of his own making. But he had
his own integrity. a complete dedication

to his work; and he did not mistake his
genius.

The Hansons have written

this |

biography carefully. They show the man .
in the round, hiding nothing: he is there. !

when they have finished with him, to be
seen and heard, but not to be judged.
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SEX, SIN AND SANCTITY. by John Lang
don-Davies; Victor Gollancz, o
16°-. AN ANALYSIS OF THE KINSEY
REPORTS ON SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR,

edited” by Donald Porter Geddes; Frederick :

Muller, English price 10:6.
NJO one with any sense expects to find
himself writing or reading the last
word on sexual behaviour. Mr. Langdon-
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PHILCO 1241

Brilliant mantel radiogram.
with 3-speed record plavyer.
£36/10/-

1.

PHILCO 672
6 valve, dual wave radio equipped
for private listening attachment or
Radio Nurse.

£42/10/-

PHILCO ' NEVADA "
Power-packed radio. Plastic cabi-
net in choice of four colours.

£13/19/6

Take advantage of this Special Phiico April
offer and secure a new
or radiogram on these advantageous terms.

1955 Philco radio

Manufactured under licenee
from Philco Corp.., USA,
World’s largest Radio and
Television Manufacturers,

Here's what PHILCO offers YOU:—

EXTRA LIBERAL TRADE-IN VALUE on your old Radio or

Radiogram.

FREE DEMONSTRATION in your own home of a new

PHILCO.

EXTRA EASY TERMS OF PAYMENT.

FREE INSTALLATION.

12 MONTHS' GUARANTEE.

PHILCO 735

Super - powerful all-wave,

7-¥alve Radio,
wide listening.

-£49/10/-

for world-

Ask your nearest PHILCO dea
N.Z. Distributors; Russsell Import Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 102, Wellington.

PHILLO 551

Beautiful console radiogram-~blonde
or nut brown finish., 3-speed auto-
matic record changer.

£69/10/-

ler for further details.
Ph.80D
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