teft the sea and found fortune in New
Zealand farming and trading. He had a
1ot of trouble with his crew, rising to
mutiny, due to the crew’s mistrust of his
ability to make pood hauls. To many
readers the principal highlights in this
daily record, when so often nothing hap-
pens, will be calls at ports. Kororareka,
for example, was visited in those lurid
days befote Waitangi, and a hot spot it
proved. Capably flling in the story in
his introduction. Mr. Straubel explains
the main points in the industry and the
drawing power of New Zealand waters
at that time, This is a valuable relic
from a pasi distant as our history goes.
—A.M.
GENERAL GORDON

HIS COUNTRY WAS THFE WORLD. by
Charles Beatty: Chatta & Windus, English
price 21 -,

(‘ENERAL GORDON would doubtiess

have felt more at home in Crom-

well's new model army than he did as
an officer in the forces of Queen Vic-
toria's Government. His character, too.
one imagines, would have been regarded
as less anomalous in the days of the
Lord Protector than it was by his con
temporaries. For writers of this century.
who dismiss the possibility that religious
fanaticism may still be the dominating
inftuence in the life of a civilised human
being. Gordon has presented a problens
soluble only on the supposition that his
ctrange behaviour had iis origin in
drunkenness or homosexuality.

Mr. Beatty has not taken this view.
His estimate of Gordon's character and
interpretation of Gordon's actions are
based not upon the vices but upon the
exaggerated virtues of a zeulot whose
conscience spoke with the voice of =
prophet of the Old Testament. “Gordon
tried Lard to love his brother and could
not, because he desnised himse!f” is the
final sentence in a book which unfortun-
ately rcontains very few conclusions so
plainty stated. Extravagant, obscure, and
even ungrammatical phrases are as com
mon a feature of these pages as words
which grate harshly on tie ear without
necessarily contributing towards lucidity.
One it no less startled to read of the
annexation of & native chief's “domina-
tions” than at being told that Gordon
sresonated to the misery of the inno-
cent.” Even if lingual peculiarities give
no cause for objection it is unguestion-
ably exasperating to find letters quoted
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frequently without any intimation being |
piven. cither by foothote or bibliography.
of whom they were written to,

Yet in spite of its defects this book
merits attention as a painstaking attempt
to rationalise the apparently irrational.
As opposed to his faults Mr. Beatty has
a fine sense of perception which he em-
ploys to advantage in analysing the
character of a man whose impulses were ;
those of a saint rather than of a soldier.
and who showed signs of insubordination
whenever it seemed to him that the will
of the Government he served failed to .
coincide with the will of God. ]

-—R. M. Burdon
THE CAT AND THE BAG

THE YOUNG HAVE SECRETS. by James’
‘Courage: Jonathan Cape, English price 12 6.
IIMOT]ONAL currents are often

" deepened by being narrowed. But I
must confess tu some uneasiness at being
confined. as we are in James Courage's:
new novel, to the mind of a ten-yeer-old. ;
Fortunately James Courage breaky out
of the restricting bonds of his own rules, |
and the youngsier has an adult sensitive-
ness at least to the exact temperature of
the lovelornness of the Garnett sisters.
Actually. of course, young Walter
Blakiston 15 a peg on which to hang
eveuls which could not otherwise he
collected within the observation of anv
one person--- a tather outmoded approach
to the writing of fiztion. However, he is
more than tha:. He is himself a charac-
ter. not simply a device—the sounding :
board echoing back the strange diScords’
of the adult relationships. This in some
degree compensates us for our disbelief :
that this small boy could ever have been |
in fact the confidant of so many grown-|
up hopes and fears. [

The Young Have Secrets is triumph-’
antly well-constructed. From the opening .
scene, when the dog is run over by the:
tram and its body summarily disposed .
of. a grotesque and horrible incident |
which recucs as a sort of symbol of the
nas’iness of the external world. every
eveni is precisely dovetailed into the
whole, everything is consistent and har-;
monised. snd we have the pleasure of :
seeing a novelist in full control of his
material pursuing a deliberate course -
which achieves nothing by accident. The -
eawkiress and the decorous bui niggiing
manners of Christchurch in 1914 are
descrided  without gusto but without
flagging. We have the scnse that his

(continued on next page}

YIOAL

{C) Punch

R -

rellabitity.

VR
PACK
Lightweight “Light-
ning"' closed-end,

for skirts,slacks and
general dress use.

BILACX

PACK

Featherweight
“Lightning”  with
permanently colour-
ed metal teeth for
dresses  of  fine
fubrics.

@,‘: D i} g Y1 2 ’Vf

PACK

Lightweight “Light=
ning'" open end, for
jackets, cardigans
and dressing gowns.

Under each pack
colour there is @
choice of fastener
lengths and tape
colours to harmon-
ise with fabtics

i
15.8.7

...l always rely on

LIGETNING®

THE RELIABLE SLIDE FASTENER

“Lightning"* goes up and
down, day after day, up
and down unfailingly.
There's a *“Lightning™
style designed for every
purpose and each
fastener is tested for

All “Lightning” fasteners
are {ndividually colour
packed to indicate usage.

M GREY

TCFASTENER
ton
SALXETS, CARDIGANS
DRESSING COWNS

o

FIGHTWEIGHT
ter wsae
©PEN BND

Wen ot oed 32 Ganarienn
w

T, e
L ERES ]

Manufactured by IMPERIAL CHEMICAL iNDUSTRIES LTD,

SEE A[L W&G BOX

QUICKLY ANL EASILY

ASSEMBLED

This practical ond attrace

tive U-BUILD-IT-KIT-SET

of quality timber has been
bled by h

dreds of

ance, Al

satistled
Assemblers with no previ-
ous woodworking experi-
parts accurately
mu:hii:sd, drilled ready tor

Homecraft

illustrated

evening project.

Send 6d stamp tor 32
age IHustrated Cote
ogue, containing oves

y and P
by the necessary hardware,
costors, ete.,, and easy-to-totow
instructions which
make this kit set o pleocsant one-

Size 16in x 8in x 24in high,

PRICE 52/6 POST PAID

Send order and remittance to
HOMECRAFT  ASSEMBLIES,

P.0. BOX 1042, CHRISTCHURCH,
(72, Main North Road. Papanui.)

100 Kitsets — Furnitute, Nursery Furniture, buys, Embroidery, lapestry, oté.

13



