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THE ADMINISTRATION OF EDUCATION
IN NEW ZEALAND, edited by G, W.
Parkyn and published by the New Zealand
Institute of Public Administration.

(Reviewed by L.J.W.)

O doubt it is a good thing
that the Institute of Public
Administration should hold

a convention to hear, and presum-
ably to discuss, addresses on the
administration of education in this
country. But when one considers the
number and the wide coverage of books
on education in New Zealand—even the
short bibliography printed in this one is
revealing—one may well doubt the
worth of publishing these addresses,
especially without the discussion that
presumably followed.

The book may readily be considered
as of two parts. One part comprises the
papers on the Control of Primary
Schools, the post-Primary System, Adult
Education, and the University, prepared
respectively by A. E. Campbell, H. Hen-
derson, P. Martin Sanith, and G. A.
Currie. These are mainly descriptive;
they are old stories re-told (and certainly
well told), with just so much critical
comment a3 may be expected from
people working, as these writers are,
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within the system. Worth special notice,
however, are Mr. Martin Smith's plea,
opposed to the view of the Consultative
Committee on Adult Education in 1947,
“to bring adult education into the gen-
eral current” and to make school build-
ings serve a wider purpose in commun-
ity education (pp. 78-80); and Dr.
Currie’s exposition at p. 92, of the re-
lationship that should exist between the
reconstituted University Grants Com-
mittee and the Government in regard
to university finance.

The other part of the book consists of
the opening paper—Educating a De-
mocracy—by H. E, Field. and the final
paper—Some Fundamental Problems of
Democratic Administration—by G. W.
Parkyn. Professor Field's paper, which
might well have been extended. dis-
cusses, first, some of the assumptions
concerning man and his needs implied in
the democratic view of life, assumptions
on which most people agree; and, next,
the conflicts that inevitably arise in
practice because of different interpreta-
tions arising from the diverse scales of
values held among people. Some of
these subjects of conflict, such as state
aid to private schools and part-time uni-
versity study, are live issues; others,
such as formal examination by inspec-
tors and local taxation for education, are
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“A valuable essay”

dead. Mr. Parkyn elaborates the variety
of aims and issues raised by the various
papers read, and sets out to show that
one thread running through them is “the
conftict over the proper division of re-
sponsibilities, duties, powers, and rights

in the democratic organisation of an
education service." On these matters
Mr. Parkyn exercises his acute analyti-
cal faculties in a valuable essay.

WHALER TO PASTORALIST

THE WHALING JOURNAL OF CAPTAIN
W. B. RHODES, edited by C. R. Straubel;
Whitcombe & Tumbs, price 18 6.

\,\,FILLIAM BARNARD RHODES,

chief founder of the fortunes of the

Rhiodes family in New Zealand, pioneer

pastoralist, merchant prince in Welling-

ton, and Member of Parliament, was
originally a sea captain. In 1836, though
he had no experience in that specialised
work, he accepted command of a whaling
ship sailing from Sydney, which took
him to New Zealand waters and South
Sea Islands. Rhodes left a journal of this
two years’ whaling cruise. C. R, Straubel
had nearly finished editing this, and
appendices relating to the ship's service,
when he found that Dr. Robert McNab
had been working on the manuscript
when he died in 1917, Mr. Straubel
appropriately dedicates this volume to

Dr. McNab as the pioneer historian of

whaling in New Zealand. He confirms

Dr. McNab’s note that the journal was

the only known reasonably complete

account of & whaling cruise based on

Sydney.

Disappointingly few whales were
taken, so officers and men, who, accord-
ing to custom, drew no wages, got little
as their share of the proceeds. Rhodes
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‘Is a touch of Marmite.

‘The crisp, clean appetising flavour is just the thing to
sempt listless appetites when summer temperatures soar,
‘Marmite is good served as a drink, too... brings a welcome
sharpness to savouries, spreads and sandwiches.

You'll find lots of uses, too, for that attractive Marmite
tumbler pack, when the contents have disappeared.
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“To glve an epicurean touch to summer meals all you need

Another fine food product of
THE SANITARIUM HEALTH FOOD COMPANY, CHRISTCHURCH
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MARMITE

The nourishing yeast and
vegetable extract in 2, 4,
and 16 oz. jars and the
new 8 oz. tumbler.
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200
Smooth Shaves

Also in
handy grip container
complete with stick, 2/3.
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