
may say these little tricks have nothing
to do with music. Fudge: it all adds to
the fun; it puts the audience into the
best of spirits, and the orchestra _ re-
sponded to it. And Mr. Robertson's clos-
ing speech was admirably brief and
witty, Altogether a delightful season.

A Tale of Two Cities
FOUND Dennis Arundell’s introduc-
tory talk on Arthur Benjamin’s opera
immensely helpful, but I was unpre-
pared to find on first hearing a new opera
so moving and exciting. The main charac-
ters are all there, Sidney Carton, Lucie
and Dr. Manette, and Charles Darnay,
but they are all subsidiary to Madame
Defarge, who is the chief character. Mar-
jorie Westbury gave a _ marvellously
vulpine performance of an enormously
difficult score. The prologue wonderfully
conveys the smouldering tensions of the
period immediately before the Revolution;
oboes and bassoons pursue aimless but
most artful cadenzas, over which
Madame Defarge sings in a voice of
piercing satisfaction: "Our Time Will
Come." Come it does, and the final scene
around the guillotine is quite remarkably
horrifying. As an aristo prepares to go
under the knife, the chorus sings in tones
of the utmost tenderness a kind of litany
to the guillotine; then the orchestra, by
some ingenious orchestration exactly re-
produces the sound of the knife falling,
and the air is rent with exultant yells.

B.E.G.M.

Nice People
|F you enjoy a play with a good plotand heart-warming characters you
can’t do better than listen to R. C.

Sherriff’s Miss Mabel, the whole 90
minutes of it. The characters are all
nice people (the only nasty one’s dead)
and the nicest of all is Miss Mabel her-
self, played with engaging charm by
Sinclair Ronald. How then, you may ask,
can we produce that conflict which is the
essence of all drama? Miss Mabel man-
ages to, but I'll leave it the author's
secret. There are three good climaxes,
after the second of which I folded myhands in content and waited for the.
dismissal music. When the play con-
tinued I suspected the author of letting
his plot go off the boil. But I was wrong.
There was plenty more thickening to go
in, and a most satisfying simmer was
maintained. A nourishing and sustaining
brew resulted, with a lump or two of
moral gristle for those of us who like
to chew the fat.

|

Drops of Humour
‘HERE wasn’t much in C. GordonGlover’s play Dear Appointment
(2YA, March 8), except what seemed like
the entire musical and technical resources
of the NZBS. On the other hand, credit
where credit is due, and I find the in-
tentionally banal original music by
Terence Vaughan much more worthy of
notice than the arch machinations of the
banal plot it embellished. A good ex-
ample, however, of how a dried-off cow
can be milked of a few more drops of
humour by experienced handling and
good timing. And, of course, all that
music in the milking shed. M. B.

"Well yes, Henry, I suppose you could say your plane has broken the sound
barrier"

"uIS MASTERS Idict ~HISMASTERS tokt

POPULAI
RP.M: RECOIIDINGS
SELECTED FROM THE ENGLISH CATALOGUE

1Oin.Plum LabelA.M.V Series
B2193 Highland Fling Scotch Country Dance OrchestraGrand Old Duke
B2406 Tales from Vienna Woods (J: Strauss (Parts Marek Weber's Orchestra1 and 2)
B2866 Nursery Rhymes (First Series) UncleGeorge"SParty
B2913 Air on G String
LondonderryAir New Symphony Orchestra

B8004 Whistler and HisDog
WarblerS Serenade London Palladium Orchestra

B8129 Humoresque (Dvorak) New LightSymphony OrchestraSerenade (Drigo)
B8260 Skye Boat Song Stuart Robertson (Vocal )Songs of the Hebrides Road to the Isles
B8344 Highland Schottische Pipes and Drums of Second

Eightsome Reel Battalion Scots Guards
B8483 Lonely Road (Film-Songof FreedomBlack Emperor Paul Robeson

B8713 Espana Rapsodie (Chabier) (Parts 1 and 2) Boston Promenade Orchestra
B8786 VoicesofSpring Waltz) (J:Strauss, 2 Parts Boston Promenade Orchestra

B8977 Cobbler' s SongBlindPloughman Paul Robeson

B9035 Jesu, Joyof Man'$Desiring MyraHess (Pianist)Sonata in G Major
B9330 Estudiantina Parts 1 and 2) Boston Promenade Orchestra

B9379 Poinciana Song of the Tree David Rose and OrchestraOur Waltz
B9981 Christmas Fantasy (2 Parts) Melachrino s Orchestra

B10433 0 My Jock Mckay RobertWilson (Tenor)Skye IsMy Home

1Oin.RedLabelAM.V Series
DA763 Maria, Mari GigliQuanno a femmena vo
DA797 Mandoline Serenade
Elisir d'Amore Quanto @ Bella Gigl

DA1228 Trees John Charles ThomaaHome on the Range
DA1374 Canzone dell Amore
AddiobelSogno Gigli

DA1490 Praeludium andAllegro (Parts 1 and 2) Yehudi Menuhin

DA1892 Reviens mon Amour SoDeep is the Night) GigliNinna Nanna (Lullaby
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