Letters from
Listeners

{continued {rom page 5)

THE ROOT OF THE MATTER

Sir.——1 have not read Margaret
Isherwood’s The Root of the Matter,
reviewed by James K. Baxter in your
issue dated March 4. He says she
suggests: “that the spiritual devasta-
tion wrought by loss of faith can best
be avoided by removing faith from the
young, and replacing it with intellec-
tual tolerance.” If that is an accurate
statement of what she says, I would
first aobserve that one cannot “remove
faith” from any mind. One can remove
faith in some particular thing-—e.g., any
specific religious, political or social con-
ception. And I think the author was
recommending something of that kind.

But what, I ask. is wrong with teach-
ing a child intellectual tolerance? Man-
kind is more or less desperately
attempting to mould a new human
world from the pitiful mess of material
that is what it is, largely through in-
tolerance. To attempt to make a new
human world while educating the child
in all the intolerances cherished by its
parents and the community in which it
lives, is a hopeless proceeding. In the
religious world discussed by your re-
viewer, a multiplication of those he
calls “inbetweeners” might well be a
hopeful development. We like to
think that we have got past the stage
when religious intolerances persecuted
those whose views were different from
the authority in power. Intellectual
tolerance does not involve sacrifice of
the right to do battle against what one
regards as mistaken or evil; but it
does involve the sacrifice of the wish to
employ either physical or spiritual
terrorism.

J. MALTON MURRAY (Oamaru).

CHRISTOPHER FRY'S PLAY

Sir,—1 am in no position to comment
on the work and ability of Miss Jefford
and Mr. Michell, not having seen them
perform. 1 would, however, encorse Mr.
Assheton Harbord’s contention  that
being a permanent member of the Strat-
ford Repertory does not indicate the
higher rungs of theatrical status to have
been achieved.

According to the daily press, Miss
Jefford has expressed her intention of
breaking away from Stratford and into
the West End, an enceavour which will
require not only ability but a good
share of luck. As I feel sure Miss Jefford
would econcede, had the higher rungs
already been achieved affers would pre-
clude the necessity to “break in.”

1. R. MAXWELL-STEWART
{(Wellington).

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
i Stti Fai(hlu{ (Dunedin): He was innocent;
it was a misprint.
Restful: The address as well as the name
of a correspopdent in required.
Freda Patterson (Avckland): Thank you.
Somne like them; some don’'t. And so the world

wags.

}:aﬂ B. Rass (Wellington): From 4YC,
Aprii 3 to April 24, Playing times not yet
available. )

E. Lawrence (Wellington): An earlier place-
ment—4gy 8.30—is obstructed by (1) the brief
period for silent prayer just before 9.0, (2)
the desirability of providing a musical or variety
programme alternative to the YAs' spoken pro-
grammen, 9.0 te 9.30, and (3) the fact that
the lipe for the link of ZB stations is uat
regulasly available before 9.30.
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G .E.C. Electric Cookers make
cooking the pleasure it should
be. They have thermostatically
controlied ovens heated by com-
pact, new type elements which
give more cooking space; quick-
heating boiling plates, one
controlled by a special * Simmer-
switch’ for accuratety controlled
simmering, and grillers which
provide efticient, even grilling.
The cookers are finished in
porcelain enamel which lightens
the c¢leaning after cooking.
Above all, they are rcliable as
only G.E.C. can make them.

3 WOILING PLATE NODEL DC t14
. {itlustrated)
has all the above fagtures plus a useful
warming cupbeard and a heated bottom drawer,
Available in 2-tone Ivory
or White,

BRITISH GENERAL ELECTRIC

WELLINGTON « AUCKLAND o CHRISTCHURCH

co. LTD.
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