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Venetians
lift out like holland blinds

Presto-Kieen Venetians are de-
signed for effortless cleaning.
They lift down ., .. dust or wipe
| clean . . . slip back into place.
| Full colour range.
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Write for name of
hearest aqent.

Children’s "eyes are precious. Venlite
Keep them healthy, free from | tndustries Ltd.
strain and}nfection, by regular | { Mf Roskill, Auck
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Opirex Lid., Perivale, Middiesex, England. S.4

a new Formula Talcum

Fragrant Three Flowers
Taleum  soothes and
allays skin irritation,
keeps you cool and
comfortable — now
because of special
new ingredients in
the formula it also
ensures you stay
fresh and sweet
all day—it’s a
‘must’ for every
bathroom!

“three flowers
- Tadeumt Py

Other Three Flowers aids to heauty include Face Powder, -
Vanishing (Foundation) Cream, Lipstick, Perfume, etc.
Prepared for Richard IMudnut fad., Auckland, TT1/55

NEW RECORDINGS

Four Star. Maybe

ERE is a bunch of LPs that
you might well put your
money on: or. for that

matter, into. The fidelity of each
is as good as you will hear; the
playing on nearly all of them does
the composer proud: and, as for the
music——well, that's a matter of taste.
For me, the music comes first. It must
be good of its kind but, to go into the
personal library, it should be something
that one likes well enough to come back

! to time and time again. One is hardly

‘ likely to enjoy this, however, if the per-
* former doesn’t see eve to eye or ear to
‘ear with the composer. And, if the

technician blots his copybook, you have
to make up your mind whether it

: wouldn't be better to wait for a fairer

transcript. So when it comes to four star
and the edge that makes the plus, a
balance has to be struck between the
music, the performance and the art of
the recording studio. This is how it comes
out.

Take Beethoven's Symphony No. § in
C Minor which, whatever your personal
taste, is music not to be cavilled at.
Among the most popular and perhaps
the best known of all symphenies, it has
received pretty rough treatment from
time to time, either from the conductor,

{ his players or from the recording people.

Now comes along a version in which all
of them seem to agree on what's what.
Erich Kleiber with the Concertgebouw
Orchestra of Amsterdam (Decca LXT
2851) present the genuine Beethoven.
Symphony No. 5 in C Minor is given
with authority, not only in regard to the
text but in the gpirit of the music. The
Concertgebouw play in their best man-
ner, precise, but flexible to the demands
of the music.

Then there is Haydn. Symphonies No.
83 (“Hen”) and 96 (“Miracle”), not the
best known of the Salomon series, but a
very happy addition to the listening
repertoire. Sir John Barbirolli and the
Hallé Orchestra play them with that
lithe, virile enthusiasm which one associ-
ates with the Halle (H.M.V. ALP 1038).

Another item you might like to add
to your library is Chabrier’y Suife Pas-
torale. Chabrier, Civil Servant turned
musician, occupies a much more import-
ant place in French music than that
with which he is sometimes credited.
The Suite Pastorale is just what its
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name implies—nothing deep, but colour-
ful and quietly beautiful, what the
French would call “charmant.” On the
reverse side s the equally charming
music of Bizet’s suites, Jeux d’Enfants
and La Jolie Fille de Perth. Both sides
are played sympathetically and expertly
by L'Orchestre de la Société des Con-
certs du Conservatoire de Paris con-
ducted by Edouard Lindenburg (Decca
LXT 2860). The recording is fine.

And now a little sophisticated wit: in
fact, the epitome of musical good hum-
our. Saint-Saens's Carnival of Animals.
For gpood measure on this disc, Nocl
Coward underlines Saint-Saens's jokes
with a narration of verses by Ogden
Nash about the animals and their habits.
It is very well done in the Coward style.
Some eyebrows have been raised. 1 be-
lieve, at the playing of André Koste-
lanetz and his orchestra. Too plush and
svelte for Saint-Saens, seems to be the
criticism. Saint-Saens, I think, can take
it. And with pianists as scintillating’as
Leonid Hambro and Jascha Zayde, the
Carnival of Animals is as amusiug a zoo
as you might visit anywhere. The record-
ing measures up to the interpretation
(Philips NBR 6001).

Cook’s Tour-de-Force

A new batch of Nixa records has the
sub-label “Another Cook Sounds of Qur
Times Recording.” This is the success
story of 41-year-old Emory Cook, an
American radio-engineer with bright
ideas.

On radar work for Western Electric
during the war, Emory Cook tinkered
sbout with a little recording on the side.
Like a lot of other people, Cook was
concerned at the high degree of distortion
in current commercial recordings -—
current in 1946, that is. He turned his
inventive mind to overcoming some of
these defects. Leaving out the technical
details and cutting a short story into an
LP, it seems that Cook came out with a
disc which was already an improvement
on a 78 he had exhibited at the 1949
New York Audio Fair proudly publicised
as “Cook, 20,000-cycle Records.” His
1951 LP exhibit was described as “mak-
ing hi-fi history.,”

Cock, having no money to spend on
Toscaninis or Boston Symphony Orches-

omilby.
(C) Punek
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