Was It Cricket?

"OU. who on Friday, February 25 :

will be listening to the final Test |
between England and Australia, dou't’
know the whole story. Even at Lord's, !
that tixed and immovable tabernacle of
all things cricketing. they don't know
Of course. they know Jagger (William
Austin) - Jagger the Superman of the
last hundred vears of cricket, the man
who ran un the most fabulous total ever
recorded for England in the most des-
perate circumstances, Truly it was an
epic stand, worthy of the plains of Mara-
thon .. . but up tilli now only Jagge:
could tell you how he did it. However.
by careful and tactful investigation on
the part of the author, Maurice Moiset-
witch, and faithful re-creation hy the
NZBS Productions Department, you.
too, can hear the real story of Jadger
and the Magical Bat. i

Poor Jagger! ¥For the Skipper of an
Kngland side the whole thing makes
rather uncomfortable telling, but per-
haps it's not quite as sticky as the posi-
tion Jagger finds himself in when the
story begins. Iimagine yoursell in Syd-
ney — ot at  the  Svdney  Cricket
Ground’s practice nets with the rest of
the side. but in a hotel room with _Jag- .
ger. who is having a rather distressing’
interview with ILord Longstop (Hector
Russ), manager of the team. Lord Long-
stop usually believes in hitting hard, but
now he plays softly at the pitiful sight
of  Jagger. whose -
form and spirits
have sunk to duck-
egg  blue. When-
ever, before Ade-
laide. had a Test.
captain been out ofl
a  long-hop? Lord
IL.ongstop had  to
confess  that  the
only  oceasion he
could remember was !
when he saw it happen to Ranji at Lady |
Inflation-Huckster's  garden party—a '}
friendly match. Jagger is visited by a’
mysterious  QOriental princess (Davina
Whitehouse) who, obeying her dead hus-
band's spirit, has come (o offer Jagger
a magical bat which cannot miss the |
ball. She's right. Jagger smashes an im- |
possible ball right out of the window in
proving her statement. Not for nothing
did the late potentate have an average '
of 109.4. Now comes the fateful Test.
First innings - - Jagger 0. Second innings '
—-Lord Longstop dancing the Lambeth
Walk with the twelfth man in broad |
daylight! England has won the Ashes!
Just what did happen in the meantime?
Did Jagger use his magical bat or could
he go back on Founder's Day with a'
clear conscience, knowing that he had,
after all, “played cricket"?

Listeners can hear what the full score
was when Bernard Beeby's production of
Jagger and the Magical Bat is broad-
cast from 1YC at 10.0 p.m. on Wednes-
day, February 23. It will be heard later :
from YA and X stations. i

SOUTHLAND BOYS' HIGH SCHOOL

75th ANNIVERSARY

The 75th Anniversary Celebrations will be :
beld in Invercargill on FEB. 17, 18 & 19, 1956, |
To enable rolls to be prepared, ail ©ld Bovs !
of the School are asked to register with the
Secretary, MR. R, ). CUTHILL,
Box 249, Invercargill.
Please state present address and when you
attended school.

N.Z. LisSTENER, FEBRUARY 18, 1955,

This car has all the answers — an 8 H.P.
four-door with a smooth-riding sparkling
performance — it has efficiency, economy
and room.

Easily parked, this sturdy little car elimi-
nates traffic problems; it has many novel
features which make it a car with just
that difference and the price is more than
attractive.

Jet, your Standard...
o.. buy any Standard!

MAIN DISTRIBUTORS

Morthern Autemobiles Ltd., Auckland.

Newton King and Co. Ltd., New Plymouth,
THE STANDARD MOTOR COMPANY (N.Z.)

Amuri Metors Ltd., Wellington and Christchyrch. s8f3
T. R. Taylor Ltd., Dunedin and Invercargill.

LTD. HEAD OFFICE: G.P.O. BOX 883, WELLINGTON
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