
English as She
Should be Spoke
[HE QUEEN’S ENGLISH-to the
layman it is puzzling, contradictory
and paradoxical. That is why he often
finds himself involved in arguments:
What is the correct pronunciation of
"controversy"? Is it grammatical to split
an infinitive? Should we be ashamed of
talking with a New Zealand accent in
stead of practising ‘standard English,
and anyway, who does talk standard
English, and why is it standard?
Because of these arguments, which
may occur anywhere from the classroom
to smoko-time in a woolstore, the new
programme’ by Professor Arnold Wall
on The Queen’s English will no doubt
be as popular as its predecessor, The
King’s English, broadcast up to 1951 by
the late Miss Cecil Hull. Professor Wall
will give his talks of 13 minutes fort

nightly from 3YA on a main national
stations link at 9.15 p.m., beginning on
Tuesday, February 8.
Professor Wall will start by paying
tribute to the work of Miss Hull. He
will discuss doubtful meanings and pro-
nunciations; origins and meanings of
Christian names and surnames; questions
of grammar and idiom; standard English
and its relations to New Zealand and
Australian speech; Americanisms in
standard, New Zealand and Australian
speech, and similar topics, as well as
answering the queries of listeners,
Professor Wall was born in Ceylon
and educated in England, where he got
his B.A. and M.A. degrees, his thesis
for the former being on the Scandi-
navian dialect in the English language.
After being on the staff of the, Cam-
bridge Tutorial College and studying as
a research student at Christ's College,
he came to New Zealand, where he was
Professor of English at Canterbury Uni-
versity College. He is a philologist, bot-
anist, mountaineer, poet and author of
many scientific works, the most widely
known probably being his works on the
flora of New Zealand.
Listeners who have queries for Pro-
fessor Wall should send them to him atStation 3YA, Box 1484, Christchurch.
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remains settled on the bottom of
the sea, becamemingledwith and
covered bysiltand sand from the
rivers, and there formed steadily
accumulatinglayers. Thepressureoftheupperlayers, increased tem-
perature which rises with the
depth of the layer- and an inde-
scribablylongperiodoftime,were
indispensable factorsinconvertingthisdeadplankton intopetroleum.
TheProblems
arising in thepetroleum industry
are countless. Allover theworld
thousandsofscientificinvestigators
arebusyworkingat theirsolution
every day> Kso,ooo,ooo is being
spentannually bytheoil industry
On researchalone. InShell'slarge
research laboratories, centres for
scientificinvestigation,inAmerica,
Britainandon theContinent;many
subjectsarestudied. Someofthese
concern thepropagationof vibra-tioninthesoil,thenatureof fluctua-
tions in the force of gravity, of
magnetism and of electrical
phenomena intheearth'$crust,the
physicalproperties,offocksandthe
liquidsoccurring in them know-
ledgevital to theoilgeophysicist:What is Petroleum? These laboratories, equippedwithall the latest apparatus, and with

Oneoftheoutstanding phenomena energyneeds,and thedemand for theirpickedstaffofexperts,reflectof thepresentday iS the world'$ more and more oil continues. Shells faith in science_~in basic
insatiable appetite for more and Because petroleum has become a researchas a necessaryconditionofmoreenergy_ Sincethebeginning vital commodity inourmodernway successfuloperation:ofthecenturythisinsistentdemand oflifeit is oftentaken forgranted, The Earth hides someofitsmysteriesformorepowerhasgrown inpro- Howdid itoriginate2 deepwithin itself: Themore we
portionto,and has largely stimu- unlock these mysteries the more
lated,theprogresswhichhasbeen TheOriginofPetroleum bountifulhumanlifebecomes.Man-
made in theachievementofhigher is a subject about which; up to a kindnowusesalmosttwiceasmuch
standardsof living; comparativelyshortwhileag0,little powerasitdid25yearsag0. Nearly
Thepetroleumindustryismaking wasknown: Humanitygratefully three-quarters_ of this extra power66

a vital contribution to man'$ ad- acceptedthis 'stone; or rockoil hascomefrom oilfieldsdiscovered
vancement toward even higher or naturalpitch,foruse as a lubri- throughscientificstudyandexplor-
standardsof life. Todayoilpro- cant, for illumination, building ation.
videsalmostone-halfoftheworld'$ material and even for medicinal: No. 1ofa seriesofarticlespublishedbyTHBSHELL COMPANYOFNEWZEALANDpurposes. LIMITED (IncorporatedinEngland).

ModernScience
has now takenupthestudyofthe
problem of the origin of oil
knowledge of which is indispen-sable in thecontinuous search for
thismineral andhascome to the
conclusionthatpetroleum isderivedfrom countless millions of dead
micro organisms, S0 called
'plankton which formerly livedinseaswhichhavelongdisappearedfrom the earth: These organic
Above Ageologistatwork
Left:Inprospectingforoiluseisalsomadeof
helicopters, whichcantransportthenecessaryin-
struments t0placeswhicharedifficulttoreach:
Right: Differences in thefarceofgravity are
registeredbymeansofagravimetet:


