is fundamentally the aim of Abetti.
Commencing from what he calls “Pri-
meval Times.” bhe tells the fascinating
story of sancient astronomical achieve-
ment, until he arrives at that most
glorious period of Brahe, Kepler. Galilec
and Newton. Thereafter is the history of
modern astronomy.

Astronomical history is so vast a sub-
ject that it would be impossible to cover
every detail in 328 pages, but there is
no doubt that Abetti has recorded the

essential things in a very able manner. !

As an Italian astrophysicist of high in-
ternational repute, it is but natural that
e makes a little stress, although not
obtrusively. on Italian astronomy. For
this we should be grateful, for we know
that when he tells us of the experience

of looking through Galileo's own tele- ;
scopes, he is speaking with authority -
Whatever may be lacking in his history :

is more than balanced bv the recording
of material not found in other books.

Although it would seem that little has
been lost in the translation from the
Ttalian, there are a few occasions when
the style does not seem to flow freely for
easy reading, On the other hand, much
is often gained from a direct relating of
facts, rather than any Rowery embellish-
ments.

Students of astronomy will find the
work of more than passing value for the
short bingraphies of many of the famous
astronomers. In this respect the book is
a multum in parvo reference work.
Many items in the development of the
science. which are not well known, make
their appearance in these life histories.
One also feels that Abetti is a very
kindly man. Incidents which have in-
cluded the fiercest emotions of the human
spirit are dealt with in mellow style.

It is no criticism of the author to
say that the story of present-day astron-
omy is presented sketchily, If anyone
can give a complete picture it is diff-
cult to- say, but he has given an indi-
cation of modern and future trends by
outlining the organisation of the Inter-
national Astronomical Union.

In this particular edition. the reader
will appreciate the wonderful plates of
photographs taken with the largest ju-
struments, although they do not have
any direct relation to the text. Printing
and production of the whole work are
excellent.

THE POPULATION PROBLEM

HUNGRY PEOPLE AND EMPTY LANDS.
by 8. Chandrasekhar: Allen and Unwin.
English price 18 -.

ONSIDER the following titles: World
Population and Food Supplies, Road
to Survival, Our Plundered Planet,

Population on the Loose, Human Fer-

tility: The Modern Dilemma, Geography

of Hunger, Freedom from Want. These
are some of the books pablished since
the war that ended in 1945—books that
contrast men’s needs with men’s reck-
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s oo WeEar PULARUID Sun Glasses

Sports participating or spectating . . .
country walking or city working . .. surfing
or just lazing in the sun ... vour cyes need
the dual protection which only “Polaroid”
Sun Glasses can give. Scientifically designed
to cut out cve-damaging glare and at the
same time admit useful “sight” ravs, they
are as sun-safe as thev are fashion smart, (
“Polaroid” Sun Glasses come in a fascinat- {
ing range of frame stvles and colours . . ., N
as delightful to look at as they are safe to
look through.

POLAROID ¢

SUNGLASSES

13t wnder The men

* Registered Trade Mark of Polaroid Corporation,
Cambridge, Mass. Polariging Elements patented in
U.S.A., Great Britain and other comntries.

Trade enquiries to Arthur Cocks & Co. {N.Z.) Ltd.,,
P.O. Box 890, Wellington; P.O. Box 750, Auckland;
P.O. Box 305, Dunedin.
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For your own protection insist on
this simple test. Two pairs of genuine
POLAROID SUN GLASSES held at right
angles will black out the light,
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