
siderably urbanised by the maestro’s
orchestra. The sensuous passion one
might expect from Latin America is
here only lightly echoed in the laughter
of the gala. This is the same movement
one gets from the life and death seri-
ousness of the masks worn by ancient
native priests to the grotesques of the
carnival nodding their monstrous heads
as they unwittingly poke fun at their
own ancestors. The main characteristic
of this sensuous music is the beat both
at moments of intenser passion and in
the simple good. fun of Edmundo Ros.And it is this strong rhythmic element
which appeals, carrying one away to an
easy and spontaneous life. All this, then,
by way of saying thanks to Edmundo
Ros for a session of his music recently
heard over 3YA,.

Westcliff

Accents―Grave, Acute\ HILE listening to several talks this
year, it was borne in upon me how
much colour and personality are given
to a voice by a distinctive accent. We
don’t often hear on our radio the two
local extremes-the primary school nasal
whine, or the affected, fake-British
drawl, which Aucklanders know as the
"Remuera lisp." Most of our talks and
announcements are given in that neutral,
average educated voice, which is clear
enough, but tends to be characterless.
For me, one of the attractions of BBC
programmes is that one never knows
quite what accent one is going to hear,
whereas a working-class character partin an NZBS play means that a certain
able gentleman is going to do his Cock-
ney bit again. So it was pleasing, quite

early in the New Year, to hear Roy
Leywood’s reading of Sidney Knight’s
Gloucestershire Exile, This strange,
moving piece, less like a poem than a
piece of ripe prose, would not have been
half as effective without Mr. Leywood’s
admirably controlled accent, so thor-
oughly in character, By contrast, Pro-
fessor Daniells’s interesting talk on Can-
adian Humour enabled us to hear the
educated Canadian voice, less patron-
ising, I think, than the accent of the
British don, softer than the American,
more harmonious than the New Zealand.
Geoffrey Blake-Palmer, in a perceptivetalk on What Is Maturity? and Sarah
Campion discussing her Cambridge with
her usual wit and insight, gave us both
sexes of the English voice at its most
agreeable. And Barry Linehan, imitating
Hugo Bishop, in The Saint at Rotorua,
one of Radio Roadhouse’s most inspired
moments, provided a neat parody of the
languid clubman manner. In addition,
the rich Irishry of The Silver Tassie,
the Lancashire of Hobson’s Choice, andWilfrid Pickles’s Yorkshire in The Good
Companions, splashed about a variety of
vocal colours beside which the careful
neutrality of New Zealand _ speakersseemed like a washed-out grey. The one
exception was Owen Jensen speaking
most entertainingly on that musical
queer fish, Erik Satie. Mr. Jensen has
an accent unmistakably of this land, yetits distinctive quality can only be de-
scribed as Jensenist. Which suggests
that, after all, while accent and dialect
may add interest to a voice, what counts
ultimately is personality, which is by no
means the inevitable accompaniment of
a "nice" voice.

J.C. R.

BLAST AND COUNTERBLA ST
The inside of a blast furnace deteriorateswith use and
every three to fiveyearstherefractorymaterialwithwhichit is lined has to be renewed. First, the furnace must be
allowed to cool, then the oldlining-up to 1,000 tons ofit-must beprised out by men with crowbars and pneu-matic hammers In order to save time, many steel workshavecalledinICI whoseNobelDivision inGlasgowhasdeveloped aspecialtechnique;usingnew explosives,whichenables furnaceliningsto be blasted out when stillhot-without thedelayofwaiting for the shot holes to cooldown to normal temperatures.
With this technique; a blast furnace at Scunthorpe inLincolnshire was relined in the record time of 22 days,23 hours and 30 minutes without damage to either theouter shellofthefurnaceoradjacentplant: A fairaveragetimefor theexplosivemethod would be40days,asagainstabout 150days.by the old hammer and crowbarmethod.Thisspeed-up in thereliningof furnaces isequivalent toa 4% increase in the total steel-producingcapacityof theUnitedKingdom.
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Don't letmoths ravage valuableclothing hangMOTHAKSinYourwardrobe;haveat least one6
everydrawer: Mothaks keep clothes moth-free
andfresh: NZ:Agents:J.LaLennardLtds,Box1497.
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Lodge Listens...

"I trust this entry, 'Tyson, 7 wickets for 27, won't interfere with your balancing,
Fothergill"


