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ALP 1147/9 THE 1953 GLYNDEBOURNE PRODUCTION OF ROSSINT'S OPERA "LA(3records) CENERENTOLA7) SunginItalian.
ALP 1150/1 VICTORIA DE LOS ANGELES IN FALLA'S OPERA "LA VIDA BREVE:(2records) SunginSpanish.CoupledwithA SONG RECITAL BY VICTORIA DELOS ANGELES (Soprano) ,GERALDMOORE (Pianoforte) .
BLP 1042 CONCERTO IN C (For theFeastof the Holy Assumptionof the VirginMary)Vivaldi Luigi Ferro violin

CONCERTO IN F (Vivaldi Renato Zanfini (oboeBoth with the Virtuosi di Roma. conducted bv Renato Fasano.

COLUMBIA
33CX 1157 ROSAMUNDE Schubert)

Overture:Entr'acte No. 1 inBMinor;Ballet No. 1 in B Minor;EntracteNo.3inBFlat;BalletNo.2inG
Paul:Kletzki, conducting the Philharmonia Orchestra.

DECCA
LXT 2888 SYMPHONY No_ 6 IN B MINOR Op. 74 _"PATHETIQUE" (Tchaikovski )

L'Orchestre de la Societe des Concertsdu Conservatoire deParis, conducted
byErichKleiber.

LXT 2889 IBERIA-ALBENIZ (Orchestrated by Arbos) : Evocacion; El corpus en Sevilla;
Triana;ElPuertoEl-Albaicin.
DANZASFANTASTICAS:Torina;Exaltacion;EnsuenoOrgia.Ataulfo Argenta, conductingPOrchestre de Ja Societe des Concerts du Con-servatoiredeParis.

LXT 2890/2 GOUNOD'S"ROMEOET JULIETTE"'(3records) (Completerecordingon 6sides).
LXT 2902 BEETHOVENSONATAS:SonataNo.26 inEFlatMajor,Op.81A-"LesAdieux:

SonataNo.27inEMinor,Op.90.
SonataNo. 1 inFMinor,Op.2,No.1 WilhelmBackhaus (piano)

LXT 2903 BEETHOVENSONATAS:
SonataNo.8 inCMinor,Op. 13 ~"Pathetique.SonataNo. 9 inEMajor,Op.14,No. 1.
SonataNo. 15 inD Major,Op.28 William Backhaus (piano)

LXT 2905 SYMPHONY INDMINOR2Parts (Franck)The Vienna PhilharmonicOrchestra conductedby Wilhelm Furtwangler.

BRUNSWICK 10" AXLSERIES
AXI 2009 TEN ETUDESFOR PIANO (VirgilThomson ) Maxim Schapiro (piano)

LONDON OL SERIES, 12"
OL 50023/5 "ST.JOHNPASSION" completerecording (J:S Bach

Cast: Gunthild Weber 'soprano) Sibylla Plate contralto ) Herbert Hesstenor Paul Gummer (bass) Hans Drewanz (harpsichord) Klaus Storck
violoncello) , with the Kantorei der Dreikonigskirche, Frankfurt, and the
CollegiumMusicum OrchestraconductedbyKurtThomas.

CLENDISC FOR ALL RECORDS 4/6 BOTTLE.

KMV: HEAT CONTROLLED IRON
Justset the dial toRayon,Silk,Wool,Cotton orLinenas required; and the AM.V Heat Controlled Ironselects the right temperature for ironing each of the
fabrics without the slightest fear of scorching: The
bakelite handle is heat-resistant and heat-insulating,
while the soleplate iS untarnishable and heats all
over to give uniform ironing: Difficult garments with
pleats, buckles, buttons, etc., are no problem either,
as the shape of the iron enables you to iron around
and over them. Altogether, these features add upto smooth, effortless ironing that is thermostaticallyheat controlled for complete safety.
This famous Iron bearing the world'$ most trusted name is amazingly low priced at
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The Nations at Year's End
N the last days of the year a] glance at the international
scene is reassuring. This is
partly a subjective reaction, per-
haps even an illusion: for the holi-
day mood, advancing swiftly,
makes it easier to be hopeful. Yet
the situation can be seen more
clearly when. the tumult of the
year begins to subside. And there
is evidence that in most parts of
the world the outlook has im-
proved. It is, of course, better in
some places than in others. Ob-
servers with some knowledge of
what has happened in Indo-China
since the partition are pessimistic;
but an, uneasy truce which favours
the Communists (who were gain-
ing ground before the cease-fire)
is better than open warfare.
Indo-China is part of an area
in which much more is involved
than Communism. Racial divisions
and national aims in South-East
Asia are elements in_a situation
which will remain difficult and
confused for many years. Western
Powers most interested in the
area, including New Zealand,
entered into treaty arrangements
at the Manila conference which
will strengthen their collective de-
fences; and the aim here, as else-
where, was to check the exploita-
tion of unrest by the Communists.
It is recognised, however, that the
unrest will continue-with or
without intervention from Mos-
cow and Peking-until the Asian’
peoples have more security and
higher standards of living. The
task of the next few years will be,
not merely to tighten defences in
the Pacific, but to push forward
with economic and_ technical
assistance.
In Europe the big landmark was
the London agreement on Western
defence. The European Defence
Community, rejected by France,
was replaced by a scheme notable

for two changes: the retention of
national identity by the armies
training together, and Britain’s
entry as a full partner. From a
military point of view, the United
Kingdom now becomes a Contin-
ental Power. This historic change
in British policy was not given
unanimous approval, but it solved
a fundamental problem in French-
German relations. And the break
with traditional policy should not
be hard to accept in a strategic
situation which makes any sort of
isolation unrealistic. Britain’s fron-
tiers, like America’s, have long
ceased to be coastlines.
Events in South-East Asia and
Europe have been regional adjust-
ments within the world framework
of Western strategy. Apart from
the cease-fire in Indo-China, they
have not been positive contribu-
tions. Their value goes no further
than the value of any defensive
policy; and today, when the deter-
rent to war is more likely to be the
hydrogen bomb than: the disposi-
tion of armed forces, it is hard not
to feel that all treaty arrangements
have a faint air of unreality. The
real testing grounds are still the
assembly halls and committee
rooms of United Nations. Only
there can representatives of East
and West work together for com-
promise. The Russians, in spite of
some political moves which em-
phasise the old divisions, have
continued to be more conciliatory
than under the Stalin regime.
Although too much significance
should not be given to Russia’s
support of the "Atoms-for-peace"
plan in the Political Committee,
the unanimous vote was a heart-
ening gesture. Approval of an
idea is not necessarily a promise
of co-operation, but the way to
agreement is still open. At the end
of 1954 it can at least be said
that the set of the current is in the
right direction.


