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"In A Sturdy Enghsh Tradition”

not as rich in tradition as it

would like to suppose. That
will come, because it has been so
rich in personalities. Professor
Frederick Sinclaire, whose death
occurred on December 6. was one of
them. He succeeded two notable men,
Professors Macmillan Brown and Arnold
Wall. in the chair of English,

Professor Sinclaire arrived from Mel-
bourne (though Auckland-born) with the
reputation of an iconoclast. Tt was in
the troubled days of the depression, and
he quickly made it clear to us bewitd-
ered ueophytes that literature was nnt
something that could be academically
filed and docketed. It very
stuff of life. In Jiterature and in life he
took sides passionately, often to the dis-
may of his more tussocky colleagues. He
spoke his mind, and stirred Canterbury
as no one had done since Professor
Shelley.

You were for or against Sinclaire. The
“fors” found him generous in wit and
wisdom, full of sturdy rightness (even
tighteousuess), and somehow as stranﬂe]y
English as Bunyan. The “againsts”
would say he was a canlankerous ranter,
no great scholar, a pacifist and not quite
a gentleman. But he was the lustiest
pacifist 1 ever met, and he must have
been a gentleman from the quickness
of his temper.

He had a passionate admiration for
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those opposites, Shaw and Chesterton.-

He had a contempt for Anglo-Sason and
the barbaric northern tongues; he loved
Homer and Virgil and Dante, and he
sang Handel at the least opportunity.
He had reverence for Milton and de-
testation for Pope. In one lecture when
several students were chattering he said,
“Ladies and gentlemen, to interrupt
when I am talking is- understandable, to
interrupt when I am reading from Mil-
ton is inexcusable. That will be all for
today.” And he stormed out. His lecture
on Pope once began, "1 know only one
good thing about Pope—he was kind to
his mother.” And went on to thwack
Pope so hard that 1 for one was im-
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pelled to find out more about Pope (in
his favour. if possible) than was neces-
sary for the curriculum. He was ac-
cused, of course, of giving a “biased”
instead of an “impartial” view of litera-
ture.

In New Zealand letters he will take |

his place among our few great essayists.
To that dilficult form he brought a style
of nice distinction, a wit that could be
pungent or slyly paradoxical. You can
see Chesterton there, and Swift, and the
plain beauty of the Authorised Version.
He enlivened the pages of the flamboy-
antly bitter Tomorrow and the solid
columns of the Press. He published two
collections, Lend Me Your Ears and A
Time to Laugh, which are his anathe-
maty to good writing. )

The years mellowed him. He came to
admire many old enemies, and, remark-
ably, they came t¢ admire him., But
nothing could temper his hatred of hum-
bua. As a preacher and a man of fire he
was in a sturdy English tradition. He
professed life as well as literature,

—DG.

(continued from previous page)
all the implications. This is one of the
truly great stories of Himalayan struggle.

‘The French ascent of the Nun, in the
Nun-Kun massif, was another stirring
triumph. The German conquest of Naniga
Parbat is given a somewhat expurgated
account, compared to that of the book
recently reviewed in these pages. This
is the only disquisting tendency of The
Mountain World, The other famous
attempts are Manaslu by the Japanese,
and Dhaulagiri by the Swiss, whose
accounts give the first ones available in
English to the general reader.

The African peaks of Ruwenzori,
Baffin Island, and Arctic ranges, with a
stiffener of scientific work on glaciers
and botany, make a readable 50 pages.
Finally Kurz gives a masterly summary
of Himalayan work for the seasons 1951-
1952, New Zealanders will glow to read
Lis description of Riddiford’s 1951 party
as “real explorers, not simply climbers on
hotiday.” .

The illustrations supporting the papers

" are numerous and varied, well produced,

and with full captions. The book is of
great value whether as reference or as
arm-chair entertainment. It should

quicken the pulses of mountain-lovers
throughout the world, and thus fulfil its
purpose and its title.

—John Pascoe

ONE THAT GOT AWAY
FLIGHT FROM DAKAR, by Eiliv Hange and
Vera Hanman: George Allen and Unwin
Lid., English price 15 -.
AKAR was briefly and intermittently
in the news between 1939 and 1945.
For the unfortunate Allied and neutral
merchantmen interued in that Port, how-
ever, very little at all seemed to happen.
It is astonishing that there should have
been so many ships held in this small
West African port, The French Vichyites
having repelled a Free French attack
supported by British warships, de-
termined to obey the direction of their
German masters and keep this merchant
fleet immobilised. This in the case of
the “Lidvard” was frustrated by the con- !
trivance of the engineers, and finally the :

crew took their ship out of Dakar har-?
bour under the nose of the Richelieu’s ;

powerful guns. How this was done
makes a pood story which is simply and |
modestly told. —F. J. Foot
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GIFT PACKAGE

at no extra cost

THE gift
itself 11 Still priced at only 2/-,

Sole N.Z, Agents:
POTTER AND BIRKS (N.Z} LTD.
14-18 Lower Federal Street, AUCKLAND.

Lovely CHRISTMAS

In choosing Pink for a
girl or Blue for a boy you
know that you are giving

that baby would choose

During the difficult teethmg penod
STEEDMAN'S Powders are just the
thmg for baby’s good health,
man’s is a safe and gentle aperient that
aids regular habits and cools the blood-
stream.
100 years.
symbol on the package.
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Used by Mothers for over
Look for the double EB

Write now for free Booklet “Hmls te

Mothers”’, Van Staveren Bros. Lud.,

9 Lr. Taranaki St., Wellzngton.
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