BRING ‘EM BACK ALIVE' What makes some shears

'/'HE OVERLOADED ARK has been a

very popular book—the sort that
can’t be borrowed from a public library
without first reserving it, as The Listener
found when it wanted & copy in a hurry
-—s0 there should be a big audience for
the radio version which is to be heard
from National stations of the NZBS,
The story as Gerald M. Durrell told it
is of a six months’ trip he made with a
companion to the great rain forests of
the Cameroons, in West Africa. Their
first reason for going was to collect and
bring back alive some of the fascinating
animals, birds and reptiles that live
there. But they had also both cherished
for a long time a dream to see Africa—
“not the white man's Africa, with its

macadam roads, its cocktail bars, its ex-

press trains roaring through a landscape.

denuded . . . by the beneficial infiluences
of civilisation,” but “one of those few
remaining parts of the continent that
had escaped this fate and remained
more or less as it was when Africa was
first discovered.” Where they went list-
eners will see in the map below, re-
printed from the book.

The programme takes its title fror.‘n,

the ship that brought them back to Eng-
land, for, as Mr. Durrell points out, the
difficulty in booking passage begins
when you explain that most of your
fuggage consists of a hundred-odd crates
of live bird:, mammals and reptiles. His
book naturally stresses the highlights of
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dull routine of taking care
of the animals which oc-
cupied most of his time.

of this sort there
something more than ex-
citement and adventure.

ture of the job of collect-
ing wild amimals when
$O many writers have

specially appealed to
Nesta Pain, who pro-
duced this radio feature,
As listeners will recall,
she has been associated
as writer or producer
with many notable

subjects.

The Overloaded Ark,
which will be heard first
from 2YA on Sunday,
December 19, at 9.30
am., is a dramatised
feature, not just a talk,
and listeners will fee!
that they are really
sharing some of the ad-
ventures described by
Mr. Durrell in his book.

Waking Nightmare

“']'I-IE exploration on which Walter de
la Mare conducted me in his story
Bad Company landed me beyond mun-
dane regions,” wrote the critic Martin
Armstrong when _this _hitherto unpub-
lished story was first broadcast by the
BBC early this year. “He has the art,
when he cares to use it, of building up
an increasingly sinister atmosphere,”
Armstrong continued, “and with this
grim, mysterious story, read t0 me late
at night, he induced in me a condition
of waking nightmare from which I
escaped only by going to bed and to
sleep.”
Bad Company was discovered by a
" BBC talks producer, P. H. Newby, him-
self a well-known writer, when Walter
de la Mare mentioned in conversation
one day that he had several unpublished
stories. When Newby read them he felt
that Bad Company would make an ex-
cellent broadcast, and the author, now in
his eighties, agreed to read it himself
at the microphone. A recording van was
sent to his home, and the result was
subsequently broadcast. A transcription
is to be heard from 2YC at 8.20 p.m. on
Thursday, December 16, and later it
will be broadcast from other NZBS
stations,
This story, which describes a strange
encounter on the London underground

railway, leads the listener to a hideous
and neglected house in a dingy alley off
the Thames Embankment. Guided to
this deserted spot by an evil-faced
figure, the narrator is persuaded by what
he finds there that the priceless blessing
of repentance is not denied us, even
after all earthly things appear to have
ended.

WALTER DE LA MARE

N.Z, LISTENER, DECEMBER 10, 1954,

the trip, rather than the :

But he is careful to ex- |
plain that in expeditions |
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1t was probably this con- :

cern to give a true pic- |

given an untrue one that :

programmes on scientific .
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60 gauge |5 denier

and the price?

BONDS HOSIERY MILLS (N.Z) LTD.

llilsl others
are..simply sheers?

Know why? Because no
other gauge gives the
same snag resistance
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full fashioned Nylons
Hosiery of Quality

* IMPORTANT
Buy your correct foot #ize

in your own leg length, which is

“SHORT”," AVERAGE™ or “LONG"
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FRIENDS' SCHOOL,

Wanganui
{Co-educational Boarding School)
Required from Term 1, 1955:
(1) ASSISTANT MISTRESS FOR

STANDARD 3,

(2) ASSISTANT MISTRESS FOR
STANDARD 4, -

Salaries according to Government
Scale.

Grading and  Superannuation
Rights Sofeguarded.

Apply to the Headmaster.

WAKE UP YOUR
LIVER BILE -

Without Calomel —— And You'll Jump out
of Bed in the Morning Full of Vim.

The hiver should pour out two pints of liquid
bile into your bowels daily. If this bile is not flow-
ing freely, vour food duesn’t digest, Tt inst decays
in the bowels. Wind bloats up vonr stomach. You
get constipated. Your whole system is poisoned
and you feel sour, tired and weary and the world
looks blue.

Laxatives are only makeshifts. A mere bowel
movement doesn’t get at the cause. It takes those
good old Carter’s l.ittle Liver Piils to get those
two pints of bile Aowinyg freely and make vou feel
“up and up.” Harmless, gentle yet aroazing in
making bile flow freely.

Ask for CARTER'S Little Liver Pills by name.
Stubbomnly refuse anything else.
Distributors: Fassett & Johnson Lid.,
Buildings, Manners Street, Wellington,
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