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When you chocse a BUREN you cen be assured that you buy a watch thot
meets the most exacting stondords of quality and fine workmanship . | .
BUREN signities the ultra in a genuine factory-produced watch . . . the type
of watch for long iife and one that will give you lasting service, too , . |,
years of it! Ladies’ models from £10/-/- ta £40/-/-. Gentlemen’s models
from £8/-/- to £50/-/-.

Availoble from leading jewellers throughout New Zealund.

BURIEN ¢/
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Representatives: HANNAFORD & BURTON LTD., P.O. Box 5177, Auckland.
Distributors: Novelties Ltd.,, P,O. Box 773, Wellington.
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in seeing an
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contact us for name of
nearest stockist.

Sog NG : Howard Abbott (Mfg.), Lid.,

“’a. <<% ¢ Palmerston N. Phone 3029,

Sold by
good Stores
everywhere.
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DIMBLEBY REFUSES £16,000

CONTRACT

'I'HE BBC has offered the largest per-

sonal contract in its history, &£ 10,000
a year, to Richard Dimbleby—-and the
free-lance commentator has turned it
down,

“l did not want to be bound down.
much as I like the BBC and excellent
as our friendship 15" he explained. “It
might mean I would bave to do a pro-
gramme 1 disliked. I want to be inde-
pendent to choose the type of broad-
casting I like.”

As part of the BBC's bid to keep its
biggest names under exclusive contract
against the threat of commercial tele-
vision, the corporation is believed to
have offered Dimbleby a minimum of
£7000 a year for the next five years
and, when he refused this, increased it
to £10.000. Of 15 stars similarly ap-
proached by the BBC, only three have
signed contracts — Gilbert Harding (at

£5000), Wilfred Pickles and John
Ellison,

There is probably no voice in radio
known to so many millions as Dim-

bleby's, not only throughout the Com-
monwealth, but also wherever there are
listeners to the BBC's many English-
language broadcasts. As wartime com-
mentator and as narrator on each of the
great occasions that transform the
diverse people of the Commonwealth
into one family, his voice has made
glowing word pictures for millions of
listeners. '

Although he will continue his free-
lance work with the BBC, that is by no

means hisz only interest, An additional
reason for declining the gilt-edged con-
tract was that “with my writing, my
film company, and my newspaper busi-
ness. I would not have the time.” Puri-
tan Films, of which he is managing
director, is interested in commercial
films in Europe and America. His news-
paper business. recently reformed under
the name of Dimbleby and Sons, runs
three local newspapers. Richard Dim-
bleby and his mother own 93 per cent
of the capital of £100.000.

—J. W. GOODWIN {lLondon)

BEC photograph

RICHARD DIMBLEBY
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"HE other weekend members of the
United States Joint Congressional
Committee for Atomic Energy visited
New Zealand. In the course of their
Pacific, Asian and European tour the
Joint Committee wanted to look at New
Zealand’s potentialities as a producer of
heavy water, important in the produc-
tion of atomic power.
The NZBS managed to detain the
visitors long enough in their whirlwind
progress to get them

to record a discus-
sion with Professor

C. N. Watson-
Munro, New Zea-
land's leading

atomic physicist,
who . is shortly to
take up the position
of Chief of Re-
search of the Aus-
tralian Atomic En-
ergy  Commission.
The peaceful uses ———
of atomic energy was the subject of their
discussion, under the chairmanship of
Ulric del'H, Williams. Those memibers
of the Joint Committee taking part were
Senator John W, Bricker, leader of the
party, and Representatives Thomes ‘A.
Jenkins, Carl Hinshaw and James E.
Van Zandt.

Atomic energy, at this stage of its
development, has two main peaceful
uses—in radic-active isotopes and as a
source of power. In agriculture, where
disease-free varieties of crops have
already been developed; in medicine,
where small doses of radio-active matter

Senator Bricker

have enabled diseases to be located with
almost miraculous precision and then
cured; in ordinary medical routine,
where doctors could now make use of
atomic X-ray machines “the size of a
quart can,” which did not need to be
plugged into a main; in all these ways
the atom has been tamed.

The group discusses New Zealand's

contribution to the supply of raw
materials for manufacturing atomic
power in industry and also United
States plans for distributing atomic

material and for disseminating informa-
tion about its use.

The Peaceful Uses of Atomic Power
will be broadcast by all YA stations at
9.15 p.m. on Monday. December 6.

Return of Johnny April
FTER a break of a few months,
Johnny April is back again. During
his absence, he has made an extensive
tour of Australia for the ABC,

Arthur E. Jones, author of the series,
says the actual writing does not present
any great difficulty. He has written so
many of the stories now that the style
is automatic. It is the plots that are
difficult. A new locale and a fresh angle,
together with a satisfactory dénouement,
are not always so easy to come by. It
is simple enough to get Johnny into
trouble—it is getting him out again. . .

William Austin, who plays Johnny
April, says he enjoys the character im-
mensely, He has absorbed sufficient of
his characteristics to forget he is play-
ing a part. To him, Johnny is a real
person. The many who fee] they may
know Johnny April personally are in-
vited to meet him again at the Com-
mercial stations at 7.45 p.m. on Fridays
(first, at 1ZB on December 10), and
hear his “You know the way it is. . .”
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