Film Reviews, by FAJ

PASCALS LAST TRUMP

ANDROCLES AND THE LION

(R.K.O. Radiu)

HEN, as a very young
man, I wrote asking Bern-
ard Shaw if he would clear
up a point which puzzled me in
something he had written he

ended his reply by asking me to
bear in mind that “when I say a thing
1 say that thing only, and ‘not balf a
dozen other quite different things which
may happen to be associated with it in
your mind.” Now, hang it all. not every-
one has been personally rebuked by the
great man, and I'm sure I deserved it:
but for all that I looked back on that
furrowed juvenile brow with a certain
sympathy when 1 came to cousider the
film version of Androcles and the Lion.
Not that too many brows need be fur-
rowed over this film, which is very good
entertainment, anyway. But how many
will get from it what Shaw meant them
to get? It seems a pity that his ghost
can't ‘be present to rub it in at the end
as he does in the appendix to the play
in print.

The fable about Androcles and the
Lion is pretty well known, and Shaw
called his play a renovation of it. It's
the story of a Christian who isn't eaten
by a lion in the Roman arena because
the beast happens to be one he had once
done a good turn. Along with Androcies
the play introduces several other Chris-
tians—Ferrovius, a fire-eater at heart:
Lavinia. a ‘clever and fearless free-
thinker'; and Spintho, a *“blackguard-
edly debauche’—and some Romans, in-
cluding the Emperor and his Captain.
As produced by the late Gabriel Pascal
(who worked closely with Shaw on other
fitms) and directed by Chester Erskine,
Androcles is a pretty fair translation of
the original. Some changes were inevit-
able if the production was to be cine-
matic in style. and sure enough, though
the story and much of the dialogue is
unchanged, there have been both addi-
tions and cuts. Some of the results are
good, but certain passages of dialogue
will be missed by those who know the
play well, and their loss will not make
it easier for those who don't to under-
stand what Shaw is up to. As for the
acting, the principal characters as played
by Alan Young (Androcles), Robert
Newton {Ferrovius). Maurice Evans (the
Emperor) and Jean Simmons (Lavinia),
seem very much the sort of people Shaw
intended, In saying this 'and everything
else ahout the production (and I know
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not everyone will agree with me abaut
Lavinia). 1 should make it clear that
though I've read the play I have never
seen it on the stage.

Shaw meant us to understand that a
Christian was thrown to the lions not
because he was a Christian, but because
he was a crank—an unusual sort of per-
son. He intended his martyrs and his
persecutors to belong not just to Rome
but to all time. He saw his Emperor,
“who has no sense of the value of com-
mon peopie’s lives, and amuses himself
with killing as carelessly as with spar-
ing,” as “the sort of monster you can
make of any silly-clever-gentleman by
idolising him.” And, writing during the
First World War, he made a point about
Ferrovius, too — the *honest man who
finds out, when the.trumpet sounds, that
he cannot follow Jesus.” As I've sug-
gested. without Shaw to uunderline we
may miss much of this from our seats in
the two-and-tenpennies; and because,
considered as more than fun. this isn’t
his simplest play, I'm not sure that it
would have made much difference if it
had been filmed straight, without elab-
orate sets and without cuts.

THE GLASS WEB

(Universal-International)

]N The Glass Web Jack Arnold has

made a crisp, suspenseful thriller
which is all the more interesting be-
cause its plot is tied up with a television
programme and quite a bit of it is shot
in and around a television studio. The
scriptwriter (John Forsythe) and a sort
of assistant producer (Edward G. Rob-
mson) of “Crime of the Week,” both get
wttached to an actress (Kathleen
Hughes). who blackmails one and spurns
the other’s love just before she is found
murdered. To make things even more
difficult her estranged husband also is
in the neighbourhood about that time.
Mr. Robinson, who is a keen but rather
ineffectual little man, has the bright
tdea that the crime will make a good
subject for their series, which it does
indeed. For the sort of film that can
often get by with no more than average
acting, The Glass Web comes up with
some above-average performances.

CONCERT OF STARS
{Lenfilm)

""ONCERT OF STARS is just that, a

series of items, some of them seldom
seen, by big guns of the Soviet theatre
in music. dance and song: and it should
be lapped up by all who love the
theatre. The approach is very direct—
that is, it doesn't make much use of
unusual camera angles —and my own
feeling is that it would have been all
the better for a bit more candle-power;
but I found the best parts, and especi-
ally the folk dances, exciting; and the
pastel colour agreeable. An excellent
Soviet animated short in colour, The
Magic Treasure, was on the same pro-
gramme: and. to be quite honest, at the
end of a heavy week I enjoyed its hero's
fight with a dragon rather more than
most of the main feature,
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