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After the Democrat Victory

HAT the effect of this
Democrat victory [lin
Americal will be it is hard
to say. One problem which was
once thought to hang on the result

of the elections has been partially
settled already. Many observers thought
that while the balance of power in Con-
sress was so delicate, Mr. Eisenhower
did not dare to grasp the nettle of Mec-
Carthyism for fear of losing the seats
which MecCarthy could swing. But in the
lust few months there has been a re-
markable decline in McCarthy's power
and prestige. Public opinion has steadily
turned against him. The death of Sen-
ator McCarran deprived him of one of
his strongest supporters, and the six~
man select committee of the Senate has
recommended that he be censured. . .
He had apparently little influence in the
recent campaign. . . .

So much for McCarthy. But what of
McCarthyism? It has also declined, but
it is by no means dead. In the latter
stages of the recent campaign, when
temperatures were rising a little, Mr.
Nixon called Mr. Adlai Stevenson “a
Communist propagandist”—still a term
of real abuse in America. Mr. Steven-
son was also described as being “hys-
terical, scurrilous and vicious.” and weak
in his attitude to Communists in Gov-
ernment offices. The Democrats retorted
by describing Mr. Nixon as “a Mec-
Carthy in a white coilar.”” Apart from
such references to the Communist men-
ace, reports have not indicated that
foreign affairs played much part in the
United States elections. . .

The remarkable diplomatic achieve-
ments of Sir Anthony Eden and the
manner it which he has taken the initia-
tive in world politics of late cannot alter
the fact that the United States is still
the richest and most powerful of the
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there was a slight suggestion all the
time that we were watching the “illum-
inated” pictures of a Book of the Hours
or a Missal of the period. not of Shake-
speare but of King Henry V. This was
in some ways the most satisfactory of
all the films so far, though in the King's
prayer before battle and his long self-
communings it ran into the same prob-
lems as Macbeth and Hamlet had to
face almost continually.

Castellani in Romeo and Juliet fatally
drops out too much of Shakespeare’s
text, not even letting the magical love
scenes run their course. And he chips in
himself with explanations which do not
really matter beside this loss of the
warm heart of the play. He uses dubbed
voices extensively; in the case of Mer-
cutio, killing the character stone dead;
in the case of the Duke of Verona,
achieving perfect illusion.

His Juliet is a simple childlike girl,
who had no acting experience and there
are times when Castellani is able to

" make her “seem to act” as a camera

can make a child or an animal seem to
act (by cutting, montage, and so on),
but the character does not come through
in the round. Nor does Romeo, This
latest Romeo and Juliet, glowing with
the gold-red stones of Verona, is lovely
to look at and often what is called “ex-
citing cinema.” But 1 do not think it
has brought us any nearer to finding the
best way of putting Shakespeare on the
screen.
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Western nations. What she decides to do
can affect all our lives. . . The Republi-
cans are said to have inherited thejr
foreign policy from the Democrats, bzut
the Republicans have certainly been
most conspicuous for the inflexibility of
their attitude to the Communists. Mr.
Dulles and Mr. Eisenhower have not
been able to make any concessions with-
out raising cries of “appeaser” or “fellow
traveller” from the Right Wing Repub-
licans, The result has been that Com-
munist China has been driven farther
into the arms of Russia. It seems un-
likely that there will now be any sudden
or drastic change in the United States
foreign policy.

The cession of Formosa to Red China,
the withdrawal of support for Chiang
Kai-shek or the recognition of Commun-
ist China are all still most unlikely, but
the victory of the Democrats may give
President Eisenhower and Mr. Dulles
great freedom of diplomatic manceuvre
without the constant need to study Re-
publican reactions, Mr. Eisenhower
seems to have a due sense of America’s
responsible role in the preservation of
peace. In a recent speech he deplored
the aggressive designs of Moscow and
Peking. but he also spoke of the need
for “advancement of peace through a
realistic comprehension of the world and
its challenging problems.”

The Democrats are also expected to
support the new programme for Western
Europe agreed on at the London and
Paris conferences—so that once again
the Democratic victory should not upset
American foreign policy. The expert
diplomacy and quiet commonsense of
Sir Anthony Eden found a solution
which has proved acceptable to the
Western Powers. The West German
Government, judging by tonight's re-
ports, is not yet satisfied with the Saar
agreement and would like to reopen nego-
tiations with France, Much patience and
goodwill may yet be needed before this
last stumbling biock is removed and the
London-Paris agreement ratified. Presi-
dent Eisenhower and Mr. Dulles may
have indulged in some mutual back-
slapping over the proposed new settle-
ment, but they have given generous
praise to Sir Anthony Eden as the chief
architect of the new Western European
Union.

Further evidence of the current Anglo-
American accord has been the warm
welcome given to the Queen Mother
during her visit to America. . . Her re-
ception is undoubtedly a tribute to her
personal qualities, but ity reflects also
the improvement in Anglo- American
relations since the strained days of the
Geneva conference. The Democrat vic-
tory can be expected to aid this im-
provement. If world peace is to be
secured, the co-operation of Great
Britain and America is essential. For-
tunately, the United States now appears
to realise that even the strongest Power
cannot’ ensure for itself freedom and
peace in isolation. As E. A. Benians
once said, “There can be no New World
apart from the Old World, nor any new
world at all that is not the whole world.”

-—~MARGOT ROSS,
November 6, 1954,
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SPUR Luminous is typically Westclox. Completely
trustworthy, sturdily: built to last. SPUR Luminous is
available in ivory with brown dial and gold coloured

trim; or black with nickel trim. Both have luminous
hands and figures. SPUR Luminous is only one of the
large Westclox range of alarms.

On time every time
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