Film Reviews, by Jno.

LOVE IN A MIST

THREE COINS IN THE
FOUNTAIN

(20th Century-Fox-CinemaScope)

AST experience had suggested

to me that CinemaScope was

but the illusion of an illusion,
or (alternatively) that these age-
ing bloodshot optics were guilty
of some sort of muscular accom-
modation which absorbed the impact of
the new screen with distressing celerity.
For ten or fifteen minutes, perhaps, I
would be consclous of the latter-day
spread, but from about that point on-
ward the impact would diminish rap-
idly and the size of the screen image
would then only occasionally be apparent.
‘These impressions, however, I am now
prepared to revise. Whatever short-
comings it may have (and the story is
thinnish three-ply), Three Coing in the
Fountain seemed to me more consist-
ently CinemaScopic than other recent
feature-length films in the same
medium. Not only are the cameramen
learning, but the script department ap-
pears to be getting acclimatised, too.
This process has a long way to go still,
but progress is being made—at least, it
was not the fault of the camera, or of
the dimensions of the background that
made the human figures here so fre-
quently minuscule, It still seems to me

that a story reguires to
have some hercic ele-
ment if it is to fill the
mind as effectively as
the large screen fills the

eye, but there is no
doubt that a heroic
background can eke

things out. Three Coins
is, beyond quibble, mag-
nificently photographed
(Milton Krasner, plus
De Luxe colour) over
most of the distance.
True, the scenery is get-
ting familiar; this time
we have three Roman
holidays instead of one

SIDE.-TRIP TO VENICE
“More consistently CinemaScopic than other recent feature-length films in the same medium”

-—and a side-frip to
Venice for good measure, But Rome
will remain worth looking at, and
the anamorphic lens gives us a better
than Baedeker's-eye view of the gran-
deur that was and still is, By contrast,
the adventures of the three smart girls
(Dorothy Maguire, Jean Peters, and
Maggie McNamara) were pretty con-
ventional, though none seemed to fit
precisely into the love-at-first-sight cate-
gory. With the fountains of Rome play-
ing fit to bust, it was more like love-
in-a-mist. In a week when little worth
looking at was offering, it is perhaps
self-indulgent to be critical, but I found
it irksome to contemplate the gulf

which separated my standard of living
from that enjoyed by three young sec-
retarial typists. ‘Their living gquarters
were such that only CinemaScope could
do them justice, and to have it explained
as a dollar-exchange benefit seemed
tactless. Hard currency is noc insurance
against hard feelings—if I may coin a
phrase.

MONEY FROM HOME
(Hal Wallis-Paramount)
ROADWAY of the Twenties~-and in

particular that area (within gunshot
of Mindy’s restaurant) so uniquely cele-

brated by Damon Runyon—is as well
established in American folklore as the
West, and in its screen representations
is generally much more amusing. Money
from Horne, which is (ominous phrase!)
“based on” a Runyon story, begins
cheerily enough by sketching in the
Mindy purlieus. Even Dean Martin, as
Honeytalk Nelson, a smooth but per-
manently impecunious citizen, seems
well translated. But Honeytalk is in
deep. His outstanding liabilities (3450
potatoes) have been taken over by the
local Capone who demands repayment
or, alternatively, the “fixing” of a horse-
(continued on next page)
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rubber sole,
sponge, and uppers, into one unit,

Avalicble in Women's, Men's and Kiddles' sizes.

. FROM ALL LEADING SHOE STORES
THROUGHOUT NEW ZEALAND,

ALL-PURPOSE

Foot comtort that yos
never dreamed
possible |

Exclusive French
Yuleanising Process
"Welds " long wearing
soft flexible
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/h The New. Wonder Sole!
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FREE BOOK
Send for yous free copy of e
173 page Glaxo Baby Book~~to
Glaxo Labotatories (N.Z.) Ltd.,
P.0. Box &a4, Palmerston North,

BABY FOOD

The formula of Glaxo, based
on expert knowledge and long
experience, provides a pure
digestible milk food  rein-
forced with iron for the blood
and Vitamin D (800 units per
pint) for the bones and teeth.

SUNSHINE GLAXO
Jor the young baby.
FULL CREAM
GLAXO for )
the baby over 3 months,

GLAXO LABORATORIES (N.Z) LTD.
. Palmerston North.
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