
Lodge Listens...

"Dad says d'you want him to bringthe radio outside—he wouldn't want you to
miss 'Music While YouWork'"

(continued from previous page)
feature of some of this folk music even
mofe noticeable in Jo Stafford’s Ameri-
can Folk Songs heard over 3YA, but
also evident in Burl Ives’s signature
tune, is how a line often feels its way
to the end, as though uncertainly impro-
vised during a day-dream. Together
with melancholy themes this ingredient
adds the appealing plaintive note to the
songs of a people who_ instinctively
know that it is the unhappy far-off
things which move us and most easily
drive us to be creative.

Out of the Steppes
ROM a book I had been reading
which suggested that the immense
flat expanses of Russia lulled the eye
only to intensify the imagination, I
turned back in memory to a vivid story
by Tchekhoy which tells of a young
boy travelling across these very steppes,
and thence I moved to consider the
alternately exalted and depressed egos
so noticeable in Dostoevsky’s novels.
Through these thoughts I at length
came, peculiarly well fitted, I should
think, to listen to a fine rendering of
Rachmaninoff’s Concerto No. 2 in C
Minor, played by Cyril Smith (piano)
and the Liverpool Philharmonic Orches-
tra over 3YC. I seemed to see the vast
horizon, and the sedgy lakes, the slow
birth of a storm in the blackening
cloud. This solitude breeds drama, I
thought. And in at least two Russian
composers, Tchaikovski and Rachman-
inoff, it is the dramatic element which
appeals to me more than the angelic
lyricism of, say, Mozart. The "I" is
poised in tension against a vast solitude,

and there finds all its hopes and fears
magnified a hundredfold. Standing on
the threshold of silence the soul breaks
into a storm, and that storm is the dra-
matic music of Rachmaninoff.

Westcliff

Promenade Readings
T was good of the NZBS to provide,
halfway through the Henry Wood
Promenade Concert, a programme of
readings from the Benjamin Britten
works which followed. Basil Clarke re-
vealed in his excerpts from Crabbe’s
The Borough a strength and disciplined
harshness which seemed completely
attuned both to the author’s intention
and the interludes from Peter Grimes
which followed. Peter Varley, reading
the poems of the Serenade, had a harder
task, since no human voice could hope
to foreshadow the amazing variations
Benjamin Britten achieved in his set-
tings-in my case, in fact, the prelim-
inary renewal of old acquaintance with
the poems made me less prepared to ac-
cept novelty in the settings. The music
for the Lykewake Dirge seemed, for ex-
ample, quite theatrical, and the song
less impressive than the naked poem. It
was startling, though perhaps beneficial,
to have Jonson’s "Queen and Huntress,
Chaste and Fair," clothed in what
seemed a mixture of Handel and Gil-
bert and Sullivan. But most stimulating
of all was the treatment of Tennyson’s
familiar "The Splendour Falls,’ where
the horns of elfland sounded an evoca-
tion so out of this world as to be almost
Martian. M. B.
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TEETHING
TROUBLE
During the difficult teethingperiod
STEEDMAN'S Powders are just the
thingforbaby'sgoodhealth: Steed
manS is asafeandgentleaperientthataidsregularhabitsandcoolstheblood
stream Used by Mothers for overIOo years. Look forthedoubleEE
symbolon thepackage.
Write now for free Booklet FHints to
Mothers"' VanStaverenBros.Ltd,
Give Lr.TaranakiSt,Wellington.
STEEDMANS
POWDERS

FOR conSTIPATION.
MADEIN ENGLAND: AT ALLCHEMISTS:

It takes
goodcare
of
them.8
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PROTECTION!
Safeguardyourbaby'$prE
ciousskinbydaily useof
CuticuraSoap.This fra-
grant; super-fatted Soaps
with itsrich, deep-cleansing,
mildlymedicatedoils, brings
soothing comfort tO hot;
chafed; sensitive skin: Use
CuticuraOintmentafterthe
bath,andateverychange,to soothebaby'$ sore-
nessanddealsweetlywith nappie rash.

Keep baby'$ skin clear and
healthy__buyyourCuticuratoday4

@ticuraS0AP
SoleDistributorsinNewZealand:
FASSETT & JOHNSON LIMITED:89 Courtenay Place, Wellington.

BOOKLOVERS?What
0 Servicel

BORROW ALL THE BOOKS YOU WANT, BY POST!
AlI Latest Titles (Fiction or Non-fiction) Without
Waiting!

Absolutely Ideal for Country Dwellers or Others Re-
quiring a Special Library Service
A Subscription, either forYourself or fora Friend, is the

NICEST PRESENT A KEEN READER COULD RECEIVEI
Write for Details TODAY, to:

PACIFIC POSTAL LIBRARIES
C.P.o_ BOX 587, HAMILTON.

N.B HANDYMEN! The 1955 Edition of the Mammoth GADGETS ANNUAL readysoon! Over 400 money-making or money-saving devices YOU can makel (Warmlypraised by over 50 famous newspapers and journals:


