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EUROPE'S CULTURAL TRADITION
THE EUROPEAN INHERITANCE, edited
by Sir Ernest Barker, Sir George Clark and
Professor Paul Vaucher; Oxford University
Press, Geoffrey Cumberlege, English price 3
volumes £5/5/-, separate volumes 42/-.
(Reviewed by F. L. W.Wood
HESE remarkable volumes
will prove of considerable
value, though not, one sus-

pects, in the precise direction orig-: /
planned. A sound and

balanced analysis of the European
inheritance was a project conceived in
discussions among the Ministers of
Education of Governments-in-Exile ac-
tive in London during the war. The
notion was to have something to pre-
sent to newly-freed peopl@s conveying
the core of. the inheritance for which
the United Nations conceived them-
selves to be fighting. The editors hope
that these volumes have achieved this
purpose and that they will be widely
tread among senior school boys and
junior University students both in
England and abroad.
One can echo the hope, and yet feel
that there are two serious obstacles in
the way. The first is price. To one ignor-
ant of the economics of the book trade,
five guineas sterling sounds a solid price
for most students, and even for most
libraries which serve the needs of

students. The second obstacle relates
to the character of the book. The main
text at times presents a brilliant syn
thesis of recent thinking, and. the
writing is sometimes mature, witty and
allusive. There is, however, a fair
charge of straight super- textbook
material stuffed with facts, and com
peting with standard textbooks rather
than introducing new lines of thought
or sources of information. The work
accordingly tends to fall between two
stools. It is neither an interpretative
essay, nor an adequate factual summary.
It nevertheless succeeds in presenting
a vivid picture of European cultural
tradition. This is primarily through
wise choice of contributors. Ten very
eminent men, steeped in that tradition,
have collaborated in the plan, and each
of them stands out clearly both in his
scholarly technique, and in his person
ality and cast of mind. Here, then, wehave ten "good Europeans" in action,
living, as well as talking about, their
inheritance. Some of these men, more
over, are quite inadequately known to
English readers. The great Belgian
medievalist, Ganshof, for example, has
been little translated: he gives here a
summary of the middle ages which is
admirable except at points where he
has remembered too vividly his obliga
tion to give some coverage to an impos

sibly wide ‘field. Little
of Daniel Mornet’s bril-
liant work has _ been
translated. He is a mas-
ter of the arts of syn-
thesis and vulgarisation
in which French scholar-
ship traditionally excels.
His section in VolumeII is a characteristically
pungent. survey of 18th
Century culture. PaulVaucher is_ better
known. He has served
in London as well as
Paris. Here he writes
with solid competence
on 18th Century poli-
tics. Professor Dodd
gives an account of the
emergence in Israel of a
"genuinely ethical reli-
gion," and the forma-
tion of early Christian-
ity which is fascinating
in its economy of words
and its balance of judg-
ment. Sir George Clark,
when he. breaks from
chronology, throws light
into some corners of the
early modern period
which are shunned by
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GIVEA LAPOL LOOKTo YOUR SHOES
You'Ilsingitspraises
as yousmoothiton!
Lapol American
Formu la restores
shop-fresh whitenessto your shoes. Buy
Lapol for a longer
lasting new look toleather and fabric
shoes.
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BeYouROwN BUILD IT YOURSELFWITH

HANDY-MAN! PINEX
{tocls HARDBOARD
ANDATLOWERCOSITOO !

Yes, believe it Or not;
for once we aretalking
bunk~(s)
Bunks are definitely the
solution to your bed-space
problems. Adults dont
always like to be stacked
up against the wall in the
prone position but the
kids they love it1 to
them it'$ a novelty: When
you've installed this novel
bunk wardrobe combina-
tion in that single room;
your getting the kids to
bed' problems will all be
over_~they'Il want to live
in emand thetopbunk 4
wont there be a

BUILd0R vools scramble to sleep up there

RENOVATE
(ladder and all4)

With belier HereS how to build 'em
yourself for about E5.
About 4 sheets of Pinex
Hardboard 0 few feet of
3X2 pine timber bolts,

AVAilabLe nails and something to
immediate nudge them in with~the
Delivery Pinex Instruction Leaflet

(to keep you on the rails)
Pinex Instruction Pamphlets containing hints on how to and youII be home andrenovate are available on application to your nearest dried1 With the kids allPinex Distributor or direct from N.Z. Forest Products Ltd: tucked up in bed (sorry,Manufactured by AZ FOREST PRODUCTS LIMITED; bunks).
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