.. BETTER RECEPTION

Sirs~Your two correspondents, F. J.
Ford, of Collingwood, and Derrick G.
Sofie, of Whangarei, have raised ques-
tions of great interest to all listeners,
even though their remarks have referred
more particularly to transmitting and
receiving conditions onl in the Welling-
ton and Auckland areas.

To appreciate these problems fully it
appears necessary to examine carefully
the conditions of. broadcasting in each
instance, and to render the position more
clear I have prepared the following
table showing the frequencies and
powers of the stations referred to, as
well as the corresponding data for the

interfering Australian stations:
Frequency Power

Station in Kes. in Kw
2YA Waellington 570 60.0
2YC Wellington 660 60.0
2BH Broken Hill, N.S.W. 660 0.200
2¥X  Wellington 1400 0.250
2PK Paskes, N.8.W. 1400 0.200
5AU Port Augusta, 8.A. 1400 0.200
2YD Woellington 130 5.0 (?)
2AD Armidale, N8.W. 1130 0.200
3C8 Colac, Vic. 130 0.200
8PM erth, W.A 1130 0.500
1YA Auckisnd 760 10.0
2NB Broken Hill, N.S.W. 760 2.0
1YC Auckland 880 10.0
3UL  Watragui, Vic, 880 0.200
4WK Warwick, Q. 880 0.100
6PR Perth, W.A, :1:10] 0.500
1YD Auckland 1250 0.750
2DU  Dubbo, N.S.W. 1250 2.0
9PA Port Moresby, N.G. 1250 0.500

The vary obvious fact that immedi-
ately emerges is the great disparity in
the power disgipated in the Wellington
and Auckland transmitting aerials, far
while the 2YA and 2YC transmitters
operate at a power of 60 kilowatts the
corresponding stations in Auckland are
radiating at only one-sixth of this power
rating. It ig accordingly pertinent to ask
why it is that Auckland, with a city
population more than twice that of Well-
ington and with a larger provincial grea
also to cover and serve, should possess
transipitters of such lower power ratings.
Surely the very clear answer to the
questions raised by your two correspond-
ents is that the remedy for the interfer-
ences experienced in and around Auck-
land i8 to increase substantially the
powers of the Auckland transmitters.
This is indeed the only effective answer
to the problem, for it is obviously a
complete waste of time attempting to
secure more “clear channels” than the
present frequency allocations will allow.

As to the reception of 2YX when Par-
liument is on the air, I must say that
hofo .ln Themes 1 have no difficulty in
bringing it in with a good reception
strength, despite the fact that it appears
to be radiating with only 0.750 kw. in
ity merial, and since the sets I am using
were both designed and built through-
out by their owner I would accordingly
profor.to regard this problem of better
reception rather as one of better trans-
mission than of improved set design.

W. F. CHUBRB (Thamas).

(Btation 2¥YX is 1 kw. and 2¥YD is ¥

. A¥YA and 2 are of greater power than
the other New Zealand stations because they
are located geographically in the centre of
New Zealand and car, gnd do. give a useful
coverage over mo-& of the country. The
stations in Auckland, Christchurch and Dun-
edin are intended to function as regional
stations, and as such give a generally satis-
factory h hout their d
seryice area. Field strongth decreases rapidly
with distance and bevond this seryice area it
gats 30 weak in places that Australian stations
ogperating on the same frequencies are also
aydible at pight time and spoil reception. It is
not economically justifiable to give the Auck.
land stations much higher power, at consider-
uble eoat, to enable them to be heard clearly
at all times in the South Island.~-Ed.)

WHY ARE CHURCHES EMPTY?

Siri~-Ethel Dackers asks, “Are not
Christians required by Christ to be sep-
arate from the things of the world, and
to work to strengthen their minds in &
spiritual direction and to make others
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do likewise?” To the first part of her
question I would say no, definitely no.
I cannot think of any facet of Chris-
tianity which requires us to live a life
apart from our fellow men, Christ de-
voted the biggest portion of His teach-
ing to “love thy neighbour,” and by
“neighbour” He didn’t mean only the
man next door, but all those thousands
employed in politics, social work, and
in every walk of life, whom Ethel Dack-
ers exhorts us to shun. Did He not
mingle with the people, feeding, healing,
comforting, employed in what today we
call “social work”? Did He not earn
the ridicule and hatred of the Pharisees
for mixing with publicans and sinners?
His whole life on earth was, and is, a
glorious record of love, and supreme
self-sacrifice by the greatest social
worker the world has ever known.

I agree with Ethel Dackers that we
must strengthen our minds spiritually,
but what use is that if, having spiritual
strength, we are not inspired to lead
helpful, productive lives along with
those of our fellow men? If the churches
are empty, and 1 do not think they are,
it is because our Christian leaders are
so involved with the theoretical side of
living that they have overloocked the
practical issues. But I do not think that
thie is so. More today than ever before,
our leaders realise the importance of
knowing and living among their people.

Where the minister ia chairman of
the school committes, president of the
competitions society, convener of the
local parish dance, or on the board of
a home for unmarried mothers, and is
willing to contribute to any discussion,
be it in arts, religion or politics, his is
a Chrigt-like example, and his church
will be full.

PAMELA W. BLUCK (Cambridge).

HEARING AND LISTENING

Sir,—An Auckland newspaper recently
published an analysis on a time basis
of the programmes heard from national
and X class non-commercial stations
during the course of one week. The
figures at first seemad surprising, So-
called “light” music was in the lead,
taking up 46.71 per cent of the time.
Serious music was given only 20.07 per
cent, less than half of the time allotted
to light music.

This light music no doubt is heard by
the majority of radio owners. Every-
where we hear cacophonous dance
bands and sickly redundant crooners. Do
people listen attentively to these noises?
I contend, Sir. that they do not. These
soynds are @ background to talking and
eating, They listen only to the time, the
forecast and the news.

Surely for this admittediy large group
serious music would at least be just as
good a background. For the sake of the
worker living in the country, who is nat
often able to receive adequately the YC
stations, could we not have more music
for those who lisfen and less for those
who hear sounds?

W. J. O’'SULLIVAN (Te Kuiti).

DRUGS AND CONFESSIONS

Sir,—Raeplying to your correspondent
L. Reid (August 6) T did not bring Com-
munism into the discussion on fluorida-
tion. This was done by AW., and com-
mented on by the editor. I merely used
a more apposite reference to benign
drugs when used in excess strength.

Now that I have been “pinned down”
for proof I must.confess I have never
seen the drugs actually gdministered in
Rugesie, nor have I hgd an analysis made

of the strength of such drugs allegedly
administered. Neither have I seen the
other side of the moon, vet I am pre-
pared, on an analysis of the evidence
presented to me, to believe that there
is one. I do not have to wait for the first
“space-man’s’ return, ’

Your correspondent’s logic on the
Piltdown man appears to run as follows:
(1) There is & skull known as the Pilt-
down man. (2) This has been proved a
scientific hoax. (3) Therefore all know-
ledge is false. And, by the way, has
your correspondent ever seen the Pilt-
down skull? And how does he know it’s
phone}? S.H. (Wellington).

CO-EDUCATION

Sir,—An interesting Southland panel
recently discussing co-education put for-
ward the view that mixed classes fur-
ther an understanding between the
sexes, Some speakers felt that the
opportunity for boys and girls to work,
as well as to play together, built up
natural and healthy relationships which
stand them in good stead in adult life.
It would be interesting to know if this
has any bearing on the familiar New
Zealand habit of the sexes to segregate
themselves at social functions. I wonder
if any members of the panel have
noticed this tendency lessened in com-
munities where co-education exists? Or
do the ladies just as inevitably sort
themselves out in one end of the room
to talk recipes, while the men huddle
discreetly in the other?

M.J.B. (Christchurch).

AN EYE FOR FALLACIES

Sir,—G.H.D.'s admission that it is not
necessary to read a book in order to
criticise it only confirms what many of
us have suspected-—that our intellectuals
are more concerned with opinian than
with art—and that opinion is achieved
much more cheaply.

If reviews are teken as dehydrated
reading, no wonder G.H.D. has time ‘o
express so many opinions in the press,

in the interests of his “educative work”,

as a “ranger in the intellectual domain.”
But surely “sniper” would be a much
better word. .

LOUIS JOHNSON (Wellington).

LISPING N NUMBERS -

Sir,—May I submit a point of correc-
tion to the recent discussion in vour
columns concerning the periodical Num-
bers? I take it that your refersnce in
an editorial note to a letter. that “one
story by another contributor had already
been published elsewhere,” was a refer-
ence to my short allegory “Apple Mash.”
This story had been published some
time ago in a cyclostyled and necessarily

ephemeral production of very limited -

cireulation, the “newspaper” of Welling.
ton Teachers’ Trajning "C‘pl,lgge. Your
note may give readers ‘the impression

of a more permenent kind of first publi~

cation, . " JAMES K. BAXTER

. : V(erllingmn).
TOWARDS THE GOLDEN AGE

Sir,~—Although it is doubtful whether
“Towards the Golden Age” is a literary
triumph~~a serious-minded sixth-former
might have composed it—the writer has
pointed accurately to, and placed a
sensitive finger on, the malady of our
time, :

A. R. D. Fairburn'’s delicate accusa-

_tion is timely and pertinent. I would

like to suggest, howevsr, that the ward
objeet could, to advantage, replace the

word subject. This would make the

-bound to be

essay clear, even to a third-former con-
fused by the meaning of subject matter.
If the new aesthetic was then applied
to football, all would be understood
and all would understand. The game
would become true, and beautiful, and
team spirit would realise itself in free

‘play and lack of object matter, namely:

goals, uniforms and referees.

Perhaps the new aesthetic might be
extended best, in every field, by & uni-
versal hunger strike, After all, eating
only prolongs the agony.

J. S. NICHOLSON (Matamata).

MORNING SERIALS

Sir,—I must make an attempt to
convey, through you, the disgust and
dismay that most women feel when they
listen to morning serials from the com-
mercial stations. These serials often por-
tray a lying, cheating and trescherous
woman “putting it across” a particularly
blind and gullible husband. The writers
present as ordinary and normal a way
of life that is incredible. The enly “love”
we ever hear about is for somecne
utterly worthless or quite unattainable.

With a considerable amount of dex-
terity the producers manage to recapity-
late a large part of the story every
morning and give out as little as possible
that is new. One day a wesek or so ago
we had the pleasure of hedritig about
the collapse of a faulty building in a
storm. Next episode carried the same
incident as heard by another character
over the radio—and so on until that
one episode lasted a week. Incidentally,
in the unhappy cauntry where these
events take place there appear to be to
laws to protect workers from being
“framed” by bosses in building jabs, no
solidarity or unions among the workers,
and no police to protect the public.
What police there are, arrest all the
wrong peaple and are terribly defergna
tial to the real criminals. This particu-
lar serial (which bears a singularly un-
fortunate name) has now reached such
an igipasse, with gll the principals mar.
ried to the wiong persons and divorce
unthinkable because we must not finish
listening with the idea that there is any
easy way out of marriage, that it will
probably share the fate ‘of a similar
serial which packed up ifr-one extremely
unsatisfactory episode some months age.

For a final example we have the serial
that deals just with courting and marry-
ing. In that ope an extremely strange
and in same countries illegal situation in
presented to us as nice and hamey and
normal. There is a millionaire (divorced)
who is now married to a wholly good
and pure young woman, but she is in
love with her husband’s son, and we
have the incredible experience of hear-
ing all the persons cancerned, the hus.
band, his ex-wife and his son. talk of the

" beautiful love between the son and his

stepmother, and plan the rosy future

-when (after gnother divorce) these trye

lovers may be united!
ONE FED-UP WOMAN (Hawere),

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

Lorna Robb (Blepheim); They'il be broad-
cast later from northern statians,

A, Shepherd (Te Puin): A
thank you, The programme is to
the evening from other statiops,

Chas. Fuller (Raglan) and A.G.K, éAuCk-
land}: Arrived after correspondence had beep
closed. ’

Waondering (Chrintchurch) .[_Igﬂng in that
type of nrogramme is always d;' ulty th;o ﬁ‘ll
e ¢

'},“:d paint;

heard in

disagreement wit!
decisions. At present therq is a resident team
of eight-—five pof whom are rostered for
performance. Thev gre based in Auckland ff
convenience. as that city hay the only fully
equipped radio theatre. -



