GOSPEL STORY
DRAMATISED

ECAUSE of the difficulty of transla-

tion into another medium, the New
Testament story of Jesus of Nazareth
has rarely been brbadcast in dramatic
form — the one notable occasion being
the BBC production of The Man Born
to be King, written by Dorothy Sayers.
But socen, in The Prince of Peace, list-
eners will hear a dramatised version of
the story from Australia.

Produced by 3DB Productions, Mel-
bourne, in collaboration with Church of
England, Roman Catholic and Noncon-
formist representatives, The Prince of
Peace is described as “a dramatic pro-
gramme in 52 half-hour episodes, based
on the life and teaching of Our Lord
Jesus Christ as told in the four Gospels
and embellished by the common tradi-
tion of Western Christianity.” Each of
the episodes is complete in itself, and
the whole series presents the life of
Christ from His birth to His resurrection.
Each episode has, as narrator, an eye-
witness who is “a feasible character from
one or other of the social groups of
polyglot Graeco-Roman Judaea.” This
convention was adopted to provide a
bridge over the many gaps in the Gos-
pel narrative, and at the same time to
create a reasonably accurate impression
of the teeming life of Judaea at the be-
ginning of the Christian era.

After much discussion among the
producers and the religious committee,
it was decided to find an unknown player
to portray the voice of Christ, and to
ensure that the player chosen should
not only lend dramatic dignity to the
part, but should Dbe above reproach in
his personal life. It was agreed that this
artist, in common with the other players,
should remain unnamed.

The scripts have been written in
strict accordance with the four synoptic
Gospels and conform in interpretation
and presentation with the basic belief of
all Christian bodies. The words of
Christ, except for a few modernisations
and the addition of unessential phrases
like greetings and farewells, faithfully
follow the texts, though here and there
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a break with their strict chronclogical |
order has been permitted to help dra-
matic construction,

Special theme music for the pro-,
grammme was written by the Rev. Dr.:
Percy Jones, and recorded by the aug- {
mented Cathedral choir of Melbourne.

The Prince of Peace will be broad- -
cast by all ZB stations at 4.30 p.m. on
Sundays, beginning on September 5,

Sunday Showcase

‘UNDAY SHOWCASE next week will

be introduced by the roar of power-
ful engines, the whine of superchargers,
and the miscellaneous sounds associated
with the dangerous but diverting sport
of motor-racing. The play will be Jon
Manchip White's The Last Lap, the
story of Peter Wellington, a once-great
driver who 1s losing whatever it is that
makes men risk their lives for the thrill
of speed.

A British playwright, Jon Manchip
White began writing for radio in 1949,
His original works include Apocalypse,
A Question of Honour and The Pistol ;
Shot, He has also adapted a number of
stories for radio, including War of the
Worlds and Things to Come, by H. G.
Wells, and Epitaph for a Spy and Jour-
ney Into Fear, both by Eric Ambler.
The last-named has been broadcast here
recently.

The Last Lap plays from all ZB
stations at 9.35 p.m. on Sunday, Sep-
tember 5.

LOKI'S DAUGHTER'S PALACE

Hel, duughter of Loki, goddess of death for all who did not die in battle, dwelt in
Helheim, Her palace was Anguish. and her table Famine. She had two waiters. Slowness
and Delay, and her threshold was called Precipice, The bed in that palace was Care.

I)RECI.PITOUS the threshold
Of Loki's daughter's palace, sheer
Falling as empty talk down years.

Above the gates of Helheim
“Anguish” it said in clear
Runes carved cold as fear.

T he straw-dead comers pressed

T hrough dark doors gaping wide.
Hel, daughter of Loki, would examine
Each slow-approaching guest. Inside

Was rat-squeak music, telling
Only one feasting—Famine.

Shicld-like the plates went clattering
1n vaulted dark, long echoing.

Two waiters, Slowness and Delay,
Dished up cold nothingness

At the drab close of day
Garnished with raftered air.

And so to bed,
And the bed’s name was Care.

— Dark lady of that darkened land,

Take my landlady by the hand. —Denis Glover

GIVE DAD

the closest, most
comfortable shave of his life!
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/= GUARANTEED

(— or your money back.)

Availabfe in 230
volts AC/DC.;
olso 6, 12, 32, and
110 volts.

Give Dad a Sunbeam Shavemaster. If after a 14-Day
trial he doesn’t agree he’s getting the closest, most com-
fortable shave of his life, return the Shavemaster and

money will be refunded in full!
$DG.1

Your Bank, with
more than

300 Branches
and Agencies

:

HEREVER YOU ARE, the Bank

of New Zealand—*Your’
Bank — has 2 Branch or Agency
ready to serve you. ln city or
country town, it offers you the
facilities of the Dominion’s
largest  banking  instimution,
together with the requisite ocal
knowledge to help with your
particular problems.  Make the
acquainrance of your BNZ
Manager. You will find him 2
helpful person to know.
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