FILM REVIEWS, BY JNO.

Four Cheers for Dr. Terwxlhker

THE 5000 FINGERS OF DR. T.

(Stanley Kramer-Columbia)

GEING film-reviewers, their
sacroiliacs numbed by in-

terminable seances in tip-up
seats, are often occupationally cal-
loused at the other extremity as

well. They cheer seldom, and then
generally in subdued tones—usually one
cheer, but sometimnes two. In the best
critical circles, of course, three cheers
are considered gross extravagance (if
not downright exhibitionism). This
week. however;, from my relatively ob-
scure place in a lowey echelon, I'm call-
ing for four of the best for The 5000
Fingers of Dr. T. Only the best of Eal-
ing's comedies have made me laugh
more, and as well as being funny, this
Stanley Kramer production is bright
and beautiful to look at. It's crammed
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FINE: “The 5000 Fingers of Dr. T.”

FAIR TO FINE: "“The Member of the
Wedding." II

parents in a constant chuckle, and the
children will yelp with laughter. But
unless the four cheers called for are re-
peated in a louder voice than mine (and
this 1s why one was added to the con-
ventional three) there is apparently
some danger of The 5000 Fingers of
Dr. T. going into the deep freeze. After
a quiet week in Wellington, the distri-
butors reported no further bookings in
the meantime,

Because they haven't given this show
the promotion it deserves I don’t suggest
that exhibitors don't know their job.
They have fixed checks for determining
a film’s potential box-office, and a for-
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magic of Peter Pan, echoes of the more
of Gilbert and
Sullivan, and the pantomime fantasies
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“formula”

mula for forecasting profits. These tests
work well so Jong as they are applied to for all ages.
pictures—-if they didn't, ex-
hibitors would soon be out of business.
But the system breaks down when the
unusual off-beat
into no category, no one knows quite
what to do with
one does anvything,

come
film turns up. It fits

it—and too often no
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good as pantomime——and pantomime is
It the advertisements had
that nothing quite like it had
Hollywood since The
Wizard of Oz, } would not have con-
tested the claim, except to add that it
seemed a good deal funnier than Judy
Garland’s fairy-tale, The
time is Dr. Seuss, who created Gerald

author this

McBaing-Boing, and who has a stack of
outrageously funny children’s books :o
s credit (if you haven't read Horton
the Elephant, borrow it from vyour
junior library). His hero is a small boy
(Tommy Rettig), whose nose is kept
firmly to the piano keyboard by his
music-master Dr. Terwilliker, a tyrant
wha carries his baton in a scabbard. and
who has apparently hypnotised Tommy's
mother into taking the same firm line
about music-practice.

Nodding over the piuno, Tommy falls
asleep and dreams of  the Terwilliker
Huppy Finger Institute. a fantastic
castle with a monstrous double-decked
plano a quarter of a mile long. and 5060
cells for the accommodation of small
boys. “Think of it,” chartles Terwilliker.
whose piano is his forte. “Five thousand
Jittle fingers practising 24 hours a dav.,
365 days a year!” In the dungeons of
the institute (“Going Down'! First floor,
small chains, big chains, gyves. thumnb-
screws . . ) languish the unfortunates
who have played instruments of which
Dr. T. disapproves-—that is, instruments
other than the piano. But down helow,
too, Tommy finds his only friend. Mr.
Zabladowsky. the plumber from back
home. Mr. Z, proves an unexpected ally.
He has to instal 500 washbasius before
the small boys can be incarcerated. Can
Tommy hold up the job? He appeals to
Zabladowsky's  good  unature, Dr. T,
bribes the plumber with cigars and vint-
age pickle-juice. and the battle is _]olned

WHY YOUR GROWING CHILD

NEEDS THIS MORE COMPLETE
» RELIEF FROM COLDS!

At school and at play, your child is constantly exposed to colds
which can tear down resistance to dangerous childhood diseases.
Neglecting any cold, or “half-treating” it, may be dangerous!

EVERYBODY KNOWS thut a
growing child needs all his
strength for growing. And it
is ex actlvdurmg, those"" grow-
ing” years that strength-rob-
bing colds are most frequent
and can do the.most damage.
Every time your child catches

cold, the nose, throat and
chest - otten all three — are
troubled or in danger. Why
take chances with " halfway’

treatments that help only part
of the cold? Always rib on
Vicks VapoRub--the home-
proved treatment that relieves
nese, throat and chest all at
the same time, and ends
colds faster!

RELIEF IN 2 WAYS!
ml Easing Tight,

D5,
: « Achey Chest

When you rub Vicks VapoRub
on chest, thyout and buck at
bedtime, your child feels at

once a glow of warmth and
comtort deep inside the sore,
congested chest and irritated
bronchial passages. This
means that VapoRubis‘draw.
ing out’ tightness, loosening
philegm and eusing congestion
throughout this trouble zone,
At the same time .

&% 2. Clearing the
"'&k‘.’)" Blocked Air-passages

Medicated vapours, released
from VapoRub by the body-
warmth are inhaled with every
breath. These healing vapours
clear and soothe the irritated
air-pussages of nose and
throut. Withevery breath they
clear out stutiness, inflam-
mation, and relieve coughing.
T'his comforting duuble uction
ot Vicks VupoRub keepson
tighting your child's cold
through the night--bringing

relief to nose, throat and
chest all at once. Often, by
morning, the worst of the
cold is over. Try it!
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PRACTICAL BOOKS
ON HEALTH

Srudy vour own body or your own com-
plaint. Learn what to eat and what to
avoid. Save suflenng and loss of income.
Health comes first — before  everything!

® “The Pains of Rheumatism,”

by P. H. Sharp - - - - = 6/6
@ “Self - Treatment for Neuras-

thenia,”” by Russell Snedden - 3/6
® ‘Feminine Ailments,” by Ken-

neth D, A Basham - - 8/-
® "The New Way to Better Hear-

ing,”” by Dr. v L. Browd - - - 1376
® ‘How to Live for Health and

Happiness,” by H. Benjomin - - 16/6
® "in Hormony with Nufure,“ by

Lawrence Armstreng - - 2/6
® "‘Eyes: Their Use and Abuse "

bv Cthel Boeswick - 4/-
® "Self - Treatment for ;km

Yroubles,” by Horry Clements - 3/6
® “Children’s Diet,”” nhv r M.

Bircher-Benner - - 4/-
@ “Food and Heoith " by G £,

Watson - - 3/-
® ''Varicose Vems und Ulccrs, by

Russell Snedden - - 3/6
® “Heir for Al by Rus<e|l Sned-

den - - 3/8

® "The Succese.ful Tfecimem of

Catarrh,” tv Russell Snecden - - 3/6
@® “The Heart," by Jome< C.

Thomeon - - 5/6
® “Scnsible Food for All by Edc"‘nr

3 Saxon - - - - 8/6

® “The Amezing lnfluence—-Mmd
Monngemen', v T Githort Oakley  6/6

@ “Be Happicr, Be Healrh-er by

Gavelued Hawe \r

® “Diet Does It,” v Govelnrd Viauser 1§/-
® “‘What Colour Means to You," by
fvah B, Whdten - - - a/-
® “Eating for Health,” by C E
Clinkerd, MBE - - 3/
® 'The Uses of Juu:es * bv C E ’
Clinkard, MBE. - - - 3/-
@® "How To Be Always Well * by
Dr Robt G Jackson - - - - 2Y/6

Dirtaingtte  from leading Booksellors_ or
POST FRTF fram the N 7 Distributors:

C.E.CLINKARD & CO.

Wholesate Booksetlers aend Publishers,
FP.O. Box 3, New Lynn, Aucklond, S.W.4.
Wae  specidative i MHealth Books and will
cerid complete price bist ot HEQ Books on
Ftealth and Diet by {eading authoritie.
throughout the world free to any arddress
on recewpt of 3d for postonge. Please

mention this publication.
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