HEN in a hundred years

time — assuming that no

lunatic has meantime un-
leashed science’s power to destroy
life on this planet—our grandsons
logk back enquiringly on the past
half century, what in that perspective.
will appear to have been its major
crises and achievements? It is easy
guessing when none may check the
answer; yet I suspect that Hitlerism,
the triumph of atomic science, and
even the much-proclaimed cold war
may find a wholly new perspective.
Maybe atom bombs will bave become
subjects for impatiently read schoolboy
essays, the tensions of Europe of no
more moment than quarrels between
petty ltalian states before the Risorgi-
mento, and the cold war a misunder-
stood prelude to one of those cosmic
movements which from time to time
cause human development to change
direction.

.For our grandchildren the inescap-
able and salient fact of the early 20th
Century may prove to be the convulsive
rejection by the world of the tutelage
imposed upon its mind and economy by
a minority in Western Europe and their
heirs in North America—a rejection
made inevitable by the paradoxical
combination of vitality with decline in
relative strength of Western culture.

The weakness nf the West may have
precipitated revolt; but it was Western
values that made revolt possible, and
the essence of Western culture may
fuse with much that is non-Western to
form the dominant civilisation of the
next few centuries. Or it may not. The
West may use its declining strength to
hold its privileged position till death
or victory. In that event the new syn-
thesis, whatever its ultimate character,
will be forged in bitterness and mutual
reaction.

As happens so often in the greatest
human crises the decision is unlikely to
be deliberately made by well-informed
teaders. It wiil more probably be ham-
mered out in dav 1o day actions of pre-
occupied men dealing with an endless
flowv of complex human problems or
reached as a by-product of conflicts
which in themselves have only short-
term importance. The decisions which
will govern our grandchildren’s lives are
in part being made in London and
Geneva., in Washington and Moscow
and Peking. In part they are being
forged on the spot in Africa and Asia
where a new synthesis is being sought
between East and West. In both fields
—that of high politics and local ad-
ministration—one must presume that
the pattern which emerges wiil be pro-
foundly influenced. over a long period.
by currents of opinion, particularly in
Waestern countries. If that is not true,

*MALAYA: Communist or Free? by Victor Purcell; Gollancz, London, 1954. English price
15/-. Dr. Purcell was bern in 1896, He was ¢ member of the Malayan Civil Service from
1921 to 1946: his pesitions included those of Protector of Chinese and Director-General
of Information. On the liberotion of Maloya he was principe! adviser on Chinese affairs,
After retiring from the Civil Service he became an officer of United Mations, and was
secretary to the Warking Group of 12 nations on Asia and the Far East. He visited
Malaya for UN in 1947, and has paid two visits since then—in 1950 and 1952. He is
a Chinese scholar, speaking several dialects; and he also speaks Malay. His books
on the Chinese of South-East Asia are standard guthorities in- their field. Since 1949
Victor Purcell hos been Lecturer in Far Eastern History at the University of Cambridge.
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assumed that in Korea
and Indo-China, in Per-
sia, Eaypt and Burma we

have reuched al least a
tacit basis for <tability,
then Malaya may well

be the tield where statess
wen will be most urgently
tested,

Up 1o a point, Britain's
recard in Malaya was ex-
eotlent, its fruit is,
writes Dr. Purcell, a fund
of goodwill which is by
no means inexhaustible
but  which gives good
hope of co-operation in
the future, Before Warld
War Il a reasonable basis
had been worked out for
combining  British  direc-
1ion with an element of
lecal influence. The sys-
tem depended on the wis-
dom and experience of
the civil service, rather
than on niceties of con-
stitutional  arrangement.
It depended, too, on the
assumption that Malaya
was a country for Malays,
even though the wealth
which made progress pos-
sible came Jlargely from
the labour of immigrant
Chinese and Indians.
Malaya was, in fact, be-
coming a plural society;
but the resulting political
problems were masked
by the fact that, in very
broad terms, government
was a relatively mild and
benevolent autocracy,
whose proceedings were
not too far removed from

and

then the West is no longer itself. Hence
the extreme importance of accurate in-
formation, not only about the activities
of policy-formers in capital cities, but
about what is happening
in areas of tension.

Of these areas of ten-
sion few have greater
immediate importance
Malaya, whether
one reckons in terms of
strategy, of the finances
of the sterling atea, of
intensity of local prob-
lems, or of proximity to
further trouble. Yet it
has faded from the
headlines. Dr. Victor
Purcell' has accordingly
done a maijor service in
rushing  through  the
press a vigorous, tight-
packed, disturbing book.*
Admittedly, it has been
written in anger by one
who believes that disas-
trous mistakes have been
made and covered up by
a screen of complacent
publicity. It is rare for
a Cambridge don, with
such a record in the
public service, to speak
so personally and so ve-
hemently, Yet velhems-
ence is only the climax
to a scholarly presenta-
tion of material, awhich
must be patiently exam-
ined by all who take in
the least seriously their
problems of  citizen-
ship. If it may be
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the will of the governed.

The main political criticissm of the
old régime was voiced by Governor Sir
Frederick Weld in 1880: “Nothing we
have done so far has taught [the people]

GENERAL SIR GERALD TEMPLER, lately High
Comumissioner

and Commander-in-Chief
Federation of Malaya
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