
Verdi's "Aida"
N 1869 the Khedive of Egypt
hit on the thought of a new
Opera to commemorate the
opening of the Suez Canal. Verdi
was asked: to compose it, but per-
sistently refused until he read a
scenario prepared by the French Egyp-
tologist, August Mariette, about an
Ethiopian princess called Aida. The
premiére of the opera was delayed by
the Franco-Prussian War, and Aida
wasn’t performed until Christmas Eve,
1871, when it was put on in Cairo at
a new theatre that had been built for
it. Aida has been described as the last
and greatest of the grand operas, and it
exhibits at its best Verdi's inexhaustible
melodic inspiration, which was capable
of pouring out one tune after another
of the quality of the famous tenor solo.
"Celeste Aida."
A new LP recording of Aida, per-
formed by the Chorus and Orchestra of
the Academy of Saint Cecilia, Rome,
conducted by Alberto Erede, will be
broadcast in a link of the YC stations
at 6.50 p.m. on Sunday, August 22. Be-
tween the acts John Gray will give abrief evaluation of the work and dis-
cuss its importance in the history of
opera. The part of Aida is played by
Renata Tebaldi (soprano), and her lover
Radames by Mario del Monaco (tenor).
Nowadays we forget that Aida was
written at the command of a foreign
potentate to celebrate the completion
of a great engineering enterprise, and
remember only its dramatic story of the
star-crossed lovers, Aida and Radames,
who are in love but have no business
to be. since both duty and common-
sense should have pointed out to them
their incompatibility.
Aidais the King of Ethiopia’s daugh-ter held incaptivity by the Egyptian.court,and Radames is the commanderof the tian armies against the
Ethiopians. When she persuades him to
betray his country and escape with -her
to Ethiopia, he agrees to do so, but is
in turn betrayed by the Pharoah’s

"ees
daughter Amneris, who also loves him.It is not surprising that the opera should
end with the death of the lovers, who
are buried alive in an airless vault, "the
crypt of doom," by the white-robed
priests and priestesses of the Temple of
Vulcan.
The opera is notable for its exotic
and at times almost oriental flavour.
The chants and hymns of ritual by the
Egyptian priests at such moments as
that when Radames is consecrated be-
fore setting out to fight’ the Ethiopians,
the famous march of the long trumpets,
and the great choruses in the crowdscenes make a stirring background forthe story of the doomed lovers.
Two other authors besides Mariette
had a hand in the libretto: Camille Du
Locle, who drew up a detailed prose-
sketch in French, and Antonio Ghislan-
zoni, who finally rendered the drama
into Italian verse. Verdi himself took an
active interest in the preparation of the
libretto at every stage, and was re-
sponsible for a number of alterations
and improvements.

Mendelssohn's Small Masterpieces
MENDELSSOHN’S well-known SongsWithout Words were written at odd
moments between much larger works.In several instances they were hastily
inscribed in the birthday books and
autograph albums of his friends
especially in England, where his circle
of acquaintances was immense. Twenty of
these compositions-there were 49 altogether-are being played by Lola John
son in Masterpieces in Miniature, four
programmes which 2YA is broadcastingat 8.30 p.m. on Thursdays, the second
on August 19.
In a note on these broadcasts, L. D.
Austin says that publication of SongsWithout Words extended over 36 years,from 1832 to 1868. The title page of
Book I, published at the author’s risk,’
describes them simply as "Original
Melodies for the Piano-Forte." Men
delssohn was then 23. Only 114 copies
of this first book were sold in the first
four years, but when, chiefly on the
advice of Mendelssohn’s sister Fanny,the title was changed to Songs With
out Words, the salés of this volume and
its successors were so good that when
the composer died in 1847 it was be

lieved that there were very few musi-
cal homes in Britain that did not have
copies. In fact, for a long time many
people in Britain thought that the
Songs Without Words were Mendels-
sohn’s entire musical output. Mr: Aus-
tin says many people will be surprised
to know that Mendelssohn’s sister not
only suggested the title for this series
of compositions, but wrote at least two
of them herself, and collaborated with
her brother in writing others. . Felix
frequently spoke of Fanny in letters to
friends as being more gifted musicallythan himself, and he never completed
any of his compositions without consult-
ing her and often adopting her advice.
Mr. Austin says some of Mendelssohn’s
vocal music also was written by Fanny.
In the broadcasts by Lola Johnson
four groups of five items each are being
presented. The order of selection was
determined not by chronology but with
variety of character and

_ tonality in
mind, though as it happens the. five
items heard in the first broadcest this
week (August 12) are in almost their
original sequence,
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