
student’s future employ
ment is quite unpredict
able, and to attempt to
anticipate all his pos
sible-needs is quite im
practicable, In the event,I have been most im
Pressed with*our science
graduates’ ability to un
dertake work of most
diverse character and to
settle quickly into new
environments. Again,there is the question of
the time to be spent at
the University. It is diffi
cult enough in the few
years he is here to give
the student the mini
mum fundamental training and any ap-plied science could therefore be given
only by sacrificing some of the funda-
mental Work or by extending the
courses. If it be suggested that there is
need for special post-graduate courses,there might be a measure of agreementbetween some of the Colleges and Dr,McMeekan. But nothing of this sortcould be profitably attempted with theavailable resources in building, staffand finance.
The claim that the University isdivorced from reality was made with-out any clear explanation of what thisphrase was meant to imply. I shouldthink the University was no more orless so than the disciplines professedwithin it. If it means that the Uni-versity takes no direct interest in theproblems of the community, then theanswer is two-fold, First, it is surelythe University’s prime function to pro-vide the trained minds which can, inlater years, help the community toformulate and solve its problems.Secondly, it is not true that the Uni-versity is in this way divorced fromreality, In my own laboratories, for ex-ample, a

_ senior full-time researchworker is most actively engaged in thestudy of one of the very problems towhich reference was made in the dis-wow

cussion, the utilisation of
the iron sands of New-
Zealand, and there areseveral investigations
proceeding in other De-
partments of this Col-
lege which seem to me to
be equally important to
the community. Further-
more, by _ establishingSchools of Social Science
and of Political Science
and Public Administra-
tion the University has
given the clearest pos-sible expression of its
awareness of its. broad
responsibilities to thecommunitv.

The question of the wisdom of givingtraining ‘in fields where there are notopportunities of employment in NewZealand is again difficult to answer. Iam not sure that the facts support thethesis and in their absence (they were’not given) I make no further comment.
|There will always be staff in theColleges whose interests are chiefly inteaching, and others who ate moredrawn to research as an end in itself,Some again would prefer to see re-search assume a disciplined place inthe whole process of education, Withinthese limits it becomes difficult to agreethat "the University" has not been in-terested in research, and has thus "lostit." At least in recent years, throughthe vigorous efforts of its spokesmen, ithas shown the greatest interest in re-reach and nothing has fostered it morethan the introduction of the Ph.D. de-

gree.
Finally, the question of the graduate’sawareness of the opportunities awaitinghim in New Zealand. I suppose mostgraduates talk to their teachers aboutsuch matters before they leave and Ishould be surprised if my colleagues donot attempt, as I certainly do, to givethem some indication of the opportuni-ties, both financial and intellectual,afforded by the different otganisationswhich now compete for their services.

Professor Slater

WHAT DR.McMEEKAN SAID
THE principal criticisms made by Dr McMeekan were:

* Son delieve that research should be supported merely for research’s sake, becausethe people think it is a good thing. | believe research should only be supported if itis likely to benefit mankind and benefit the way of life of everybody. And it won't besuccessful, the dividend won't be paid in any terms, economic or social, unless thisresearch work itself is in the hands of competent personnel.
Bo % tk

1 am working in the applied field, and the Universities rather pride themselveson what they call the pure research field. And | quite definitely have the feeling thatour four main Universities at least are a little divorced from the realities of life inNew Zealand. That applies to their teaching in a very real measure, so that a largeProportion of their products are not aware of the situation, and on top of that theytend to get trained in fields for which there are no opportunities here.* x ce

I'd like to ask . . . whether it is a sound investment that the four Universitiesof New Zealand should receive a total of £10,000 a year for research. My own feelingis that we con hardly blame the rather narrow and academic interests of our Universityprofessors, since they hayen’t any money to be expansive with. They cannot getinterested in problems except cheap little problems that don’t require very muchexpenditure and that limits them "a good deal in the sort of training they can get.a * *
I'd like to make the additional point-again it is purely an opinion, of course-that | believe the Universities have lost research because they have not been interestedin research. For example, | don’t believe the station with which | am associated, Ruakura,would ever have been established if Massey and Lincoln had done their job on theresearch side. It is because they weren't doing it and because the agricultural industrydemanded work of the nature that we are carrying out that stations like Ruakura, andthere are many of them today, were established; but we have unfortunately got intothe position where nearly all agricultural research is carried on outside the Universities,And yet these outside institutes must have staff and they cannot get them unless some[research] is carried on within the Universities.
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