Shepherd’s Calendar

FUNCTIONAL ARCHITECTURE

HAVE alwayvs thought sires
and dams a little ridiculous in
modern  times.
don't seem to be
fathers and mothers.

ready yet for
However, 1

was not myself ready for a
vatlation. I saw  today in the cata-
logue of a Queenstand country show:
SIRED and DAMNED. If it was a
misprint, it was a rather

JULY 13 bappy accident. bur | am

not going to call it illit-

eracy. I think it was veracity: that

the catalogue was compiled by a secre-
tary who could not lie lor breeders
who could be too easily bluifed. Farm-
ers have always been slow (o realise
that well-bred mothers are as necessary
as expensive fathers, and that mongret
mothers take money out  of  their
pockets for five generations. 1 take off
my hat to the first Show Committee to
proclaim this simple truth in language
that farmers can understand.
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INTIL today @ was afraid [ would
return to New Zealand without
seeing as many sheep as I can see any
Wednesday at Addington: and it may
still happen. But we ran into sheep
when we were about 200 miles west
of Rockhampton. and when we were
about 300 miles west we had the luck
to be delayed while a
JULY 14 mob  of perhaps 2000
Merinos were hustled ovet
the railway and the road. 1 was so
pleased to see them that 1 forgot to
count the drovers and the dogs but |
realised once we were on  our way
again, and they sately on theirs, that
there had been a minimum of barking
and vo shouting at all. They were
yvoung sheep in good condition, small
but very active, and it seemed only mino-
utes before they were gall over the line
and moving rapidly away to the south
They could have been a muster for
shearing. since we found the hotel full
of waiting shearers when we stooped
for the night about 50
miles farther west. Most
of these were voung
men, some of them
mere boys, and I would
not have guessed theis
occupation if they had
not been identified for
me. | suspect that about
halt of them were city
lads who bad been at.
tracted to the shearing
sheds bv the money to
he made there in the
now generallv comfort-
able conditions, It
amused ‘me all the same
to read in the local
paper that one of thei
demands had been =en.
tic tanks—in a State
with at  least 200.000
comfort stations built in
the stvle ponularised by
the pioneerss.
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DON'T suppose

Queensland has more
lavatories in proportion
to. its population than
any . other country in
the world, but I could
easily be persuaded that
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it bas. Ve are squeamish about lava-

tories in New Zealand. hide them,
camouflage  them, and
JULY 15 sometimes lie  about

them; as we do about so
many  other necessities. Here they
glorify them. I have not yet been north
of Capricorn, but 1 have been from
Brishuue to Rockhampton, and for hun-
dreds of miles to the west. and | have
vet to see a lavatory hidden in bushes.
covered with creepers, pushed into the
remotest corner of the section, or made
to look like something else. T under-
stand the absence of creepers, which
would mean the constant presence of
soiders. hornets, wasps anu other insect
aids to distraction and terror, but I
can't explain the siting and the design.
The simplest explanation is that
Queenslanders are toc honest to pre-
tend and too pious to mock: God made
them and God made Queenslund, and
it is not for them to reason why He
made elimination the joke of vulgarians.
But I am not not sure that this is the
true explanation. I think Queenslanders
have exalted lavatories into a symbol
of independence, and sat too long at
the feet of Chic Sale.

When I first saw Brisbzne eight
vears ago I was some thousands of feet
in the air, and I remember how extra-
ordinary it seemed that every house-
hold kept bees. Now that I have seen
the bee boxes at ground level T still
think it extraordinary that so little
thought has been given to their appear-
ance. If climate and geology have con-
demned a willion people to play pits
and pans into the second half of the
20th Century, that does not seem a very
good reason to a visitor why the play-
houses should represent the lowest
common denominator of ugliness to
which unpainted wood and iron can be
reduced. But if he were a wise visitor
he would keep his nose in the air and
Yis eyes over his shoulder and his pen-
Al untouched in his pocket
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NE of the sights of the small inland
towns of Queensland are the goats
that roam the streets and watch the
open gates. In Longreach, which I have
just visited. I was struck by the quality
of the goats, and the reason for this,
I was told, is that they

JULY 16 are not allowed to breed
indiscriminately, T hey
are, in tact, not allowed to breed at all
except to pedigree Billies controlled by
the Shire Council. I was not long
enough in the shire to get the official
story. but an intelligent woman in one
of the town's thirteen hotels told me
that there is a milk problem in Long-
reach for at least six months every
year; that in the dry winter season the
local dairy farmers have just enough
milk for the hospitals and other essen-
tial services: that there is no alterna-

tive source of supply except from goats; !

and that mothers of young families who
are not willing to milk goats must draw
their supplies from tins. The problem,

however, is to find goats that are worth |

milking, and to make this easier the
Shire Council controls all the goats in
its area. destroys or sterilises the male
kids, and makes pedigree billies avail-
able for those who want them.

The result already is that a consid-
erable proportion of the town's hundreds
of goats are half-bred Saanens, or bet-
ter, and although this is the worst part
of the year for green feed I saw many
nannies roaming the sireets and the
open range cutside the town that looked
as if they would yield a quart at least.
It, in fact. occurred to me suddenly that
it was goats’ milk 1 had just poured
on my porridge. but on this point the
lady was non-committal. She was, she
said, no authority on milk, but she had
never seen a cow about the place. or a
milkman!

(To be continued)
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PHILIPS, famous also for Radio, Television,
Records and Philishave Electric Dry Shavers.

The “"World Books” Book wiub brings you cuen
moenth from London, a aovel or general book.
JOIN NOW .
12 Books {one a month) - 60/6
6 Books {one o month) - 30/6
Future Selections:
SEPTEMBER "Guard Your Doughters,” Diana

Tutton.
OCTOBER: “The Silent Werld,” Capt. J. H.
Coustean Fult detqile from
. “ra < PG
N.Z. REPRINT AGENCY

P.O. BOX 80, PALMERSTON NORTH
(105 Rangitikei

After 45, the eye mechanism be-
comes less supple, the eye strain

more frequent, Optrex relieves

strain, prevents  inflamuation,

soothes and treshens up your eyes.
Price 4/6. Treble size 8/

Optrex (Overseas) Ltd., 17 Wadsworth Road,
Doen i A0 ewey, Enmiand. 14

CLIMAX
ANT EXTERMINATOR

is o preparation guaronteed to cleor
ants in o few days.

1* not avallable from vour local store

write to the Manufacturer 35 Valiey

Rood. Mt Eden Auckiand
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