is blended from
the finest Austraiian

and South African

merino wool
procurable !

PATONS &

BALDWINS

From the pick of Australian
and South African merino
fleeces comes Patons Beehive
Fingering—the wool of super-
fine quality, now sold in the
new, tanglefree balls.

LIMITED
3.54

S0 DELICHTFRULLY EASY

Try this eacipe for’
CHOCOLATE CHIP CAKE
120xx  “Asrobake,” 4ozs butter,
Soxs sugar, 1 teaspoon solt, 1 cup
milk, 3 eggs, 3 1s &d coke dark

chocolate,

Prepare 2 loyer cake tins. Beat
butter end. groduclly odd sugar and
beat well. Add eggs one af & time.
Sift flour end salt and blend in
olternately with mitk, Finally fold
in grated chocolate. Bake ot 350-
deg for 33-43 minutes. Fill end top
with checolate icing.

AEROBAKE

THE ORIGINAL SELF RAISING FLOUR

£nquiries regarding new and
A bok rit
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SIMMS JONES LTD.,
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News of a Distant Land

recently by Norris Collins,

who visited Russia with a
trade union delegation. Extracts
from the talks, printed last week,
showed that the speaker was a
careful if untrained observer; and
although, as he admitted himself,
his tour was limited and super-
vised, he was able to gain useful
impressions of Russian life. It was
evident that he saw much which
he, as a New Zealander, found
strange and repugnant; but he also
saw happy faces, healthy children,
and an immense, controlled ac-
tivity. The people, he was con-
vinced, accepted the present
régime. And, like people else-
where, they wanted peace.

SEVEN talks were broadcast

These impressions are not new.
It is possible to read in many books
of the social, political and indus-
trial systems of Communist Rus-
sia. We have been told before
that the people are fed ceaselessly
on propaganda. It is . common
knowledge that our own standards
of living are higher, that we have
more freedom, and that congrega-
tions in Russian churches are
middle-aged and elderly, Yet Mr.
Collins’s talks had their " own
special flavour and interest. They
were given by a New Zealander
who had “seen for himself”; they
were addressed to listeners who
would have made his own com-
parisons; and, perhaps most im-
portant of all, they were concerned
with people and not with theories.
Even then, Mr. Collins was aware
of differences in outlook and
method so wide that no way could
be seen across them. “All these
things,” he said in his final talk,
“emphasise to me the enofmous
gulf which keeps our peoples
apart, and the stupendous efforts
that are needed to bring ug to-
gether. .
standing, tolerance, patience!”

It is a field extremely difficult
to explore. The Russians are sep-

. What a field for under-,

arated from us by barriers of lan-
guage and outlook., They cannot
see the world's problems distinctly
because they are allowed to hear
of them only in a single and
official version. Mr. Collins was
soundly berated for asking if a
library contained books which
criticised the Soviet régime—an
episode more revealing than a
political treatise, This is the sort
of thing which makes people say
that the gulf can never be crossed.
Yet is it wise, or even safe, to
accept iron curtains as immutable
facts of the contemporary scene?
The curtains are not stationary.
Communism is aggressive, and
gains new footholds whenever men
adopt its methods. One of these
methods is to identify party or
national policy with “demon-
strated” truth. What the leaders
say is true is true; and in place
of the inquiring,spirit there is a
barren conformity. Men are half-
way to this position when they
adopt the stereotype of Russia
the monster, the source of all evil;
or are afraid to look for a nation
instead of an effigy, lest they be
accused of dangerous thoughts.

There are two alternatives: to
accept Russia once and for all as
the enemy, and to close our minds
against her; or in our dealings
with her to rely on the principles
of inquiry and criticism which
help us to be rational in the order-
ing of our own affairs. If the first
course is followed, it seems in-
evitable that the second and
better course will become harder
to follow at home. The pursuit of
truth is the strongest support of
our free institutions. If it is aban-
doned on one front, it is weakened
on others. There must now be
nearly 200,000,000 Russians in
the world; and somehow, in the
shrinking space of the scientific
age, we have to learn to live with
them. We cannot do this by put-
ting our heads in the sand.
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