and = closely dees the story follow his
ercapaden, that  the screen Pickwick
aeeps 2t times mere his story than that
ol the Goeneral Charrman. Even James
Uavter, in steelrimmed spectacles and
the  troachitionally tight  bhreeches, can
veanecly okl attention when  Jingle is
i (b cove The film s, you might say,
Jncle 21l the way. But ‘that should not
he construed to mean that the other
choracters fall short, There  are more
trn torty plavers tranging from Donald
Woint, as Busfuz, to Sam Costa—a
nrerose Joo Trotter), and they are «ll
woithe seeinn. Dickens  characters, of

conrse, are always visually entertaining |

ca the screen, and here they are ohvi-
ouly played with relish, The Pickwick
Papers, in short, can be commended not
only 1o Dickensians, but to snyone in
search of good fun. Neediess to say it
completely fulfils the cerirest hope of
the Author in that “No incident or ex-
rression occars witich could call a blush
into the most delicate cheek, or wound
the feelings of the most sensitive
person.”

(M.G.M.)

H'E wiatlh Father, or Mother (or

Lath) is one of the preat institutions
of the Aworican thestte—and therefore
of the Amcucans cinema,  Generally it
I~ opretty extroverted sort of existence,
witnvhever parent is on the ascendant.
it Father rules the roost (Lite with
Lather, Cheaper by the Dozen) the conven-
uons domand & {arr measure ot sovial  secur-
ey ot tae taiily, and plenty of sobust sen-
tmeat. M Matier is the breadwinner (1 Re:
member Mamna,  Chicken Everv Sunday)
sevu-ity almaost  incvitably supervenes botore
the fipal cnrtain, Fu any case, there  are
usually enovuah boizsierous children o trighten
aty wolt trom the deot. The Actresy, adapted
tor the sereen by Rutn Gordon hhome her play
Years Ago wwiich m otnrn woas baved on bher
wwi o catly liter hreaks with tiadition in a
maber of waovs, ‘Phis is g story ol life with
Father and Dother, buat it is a life in which
cetnity s never quite  achieved and. whers
ceoste theee is onlv one child~-there is not
the woraht ot uuwmbers and noise to keep
worry  out o earshot, Though )t has some
conne  moments, though Father is in
8 - an eciontric, and the only daughter
a stape-struck rumantic i her  teens, The
Avcrress is only incidentally fuany. 1t eschews
the fRambovance of the better-known family
sagus, comes much closer to our common ex-
penence, and in  the manner of its telling
has a sharp Aavour all its own. There are
only three plavers of any consequence, Of
thesxe, Spencer Tracy is easily the most im-
pressive. His Father is credible from every
angle. Teresa Wright plays the more re-
strained part of Mother with a guiet com-
petence, and the ox-eved Miss Simmons is
the daughter. 1 ftound her just as wearing at
times, as Father did. The Actress, | should
sayv. isn't evervene's picture. but middle-aged
parents with leen-aged daughters (and eroded
bank-balances) will iind it easy ta take,

Pioneer Schooling

[N the pioneering days in New Zea-

land the journey along the road to
universal recular education was a long
and slow one. Early schools, maany of
them private or denominational, were
modelled on those of Britain, and mass
instruction, rigid disciplibe, and a mini-
mum of cost were some of the ideas
Lrought out from Victorian England,
Many schools were built facing the
south, after the English fashion. Pupil
teachers stavted work at 14 at
£20 a year, and even qualified
teachers cften received less than a
ploughman or farm labourer. The story
of these beginnings of education in New
Zaaland, leading up to the much-de-
bated Nationat Education Aet of 1877,
is told in the dramatised programme
Firs¢ Ball, which will be broadcast from
4YA at 2.0 p.m. on Thursday, July 29.
The programme was written by David
White and produced by Alan Morris
in the Christchurch studios of the
NZBS. -
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which givas a new méasure in small

cer comfort and economy. The amazing
new Standard 8 is & four-door, tour-
seater salosn powered by‘ e robust
O.H.V. four-cylinder enginé—top spesd
62 m.p.h.—fuel consumption up to &Y.
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Hydraulic clutch operatian—hydracie
four-whes] brakes—four speed gears .

énd independent suspension,
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