Film Reviews, by Jno.

JINGLE ALL THE WAY

THE PICKWICK PAPERS

(Renown-International Films)

Betore Dickens wrote a sngie siorv, he
had 2 kind of vision. It was a vision of the
Dickens world—a maze of white rcads, a
map  full of fantastic towns. thundering
coaches, ¢lamorous market-places. uproarious
inns, strange and swaggering figures. That
vision was Pickwick.— G, K. Chesterton,

HILE it is possible -that

Dickensians — using the
word in its Pickwickian
sense-—may consider that Mr,

Noel Langley has done less than
epic justice to the members of the
Club. the present reviewer, who finds
himself irrevocably numbered with their
less perfervid admirers, is of the opinion
that we have here—so far as such is
possible within one hour and 49 min-
utés—an  accurate and entertaining
realisation of the author’s declared ob-
jective. videlicet, “To place before the
reader a constant succession of charac-
ters and incidents; to paint them in as
vivid colours as he could command: and
to render them, at the same time, life-
like and amusing.” .
Inevitably the selection of incident
(and the omission or inclusion of
dramatis personae) will provoke argu-
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i FAIR TO FINE: “The Pickwick

| Papers.”

i FAIR: “The Actress.” L

ment, and perhaps even some measure
of dissatisfaction among enthusiasts. ls
Mrs. Leo Hunter's fancy-dress breakfast
of greater significance than the politi-
cal climate of Eatanswill? Can a mere
glimpse of the clder Weller (a nostalgic
plimpse for George Robey's admirers)
leave us with anything but a lopsided
impression of that unique father-and-son
study n which Mr. Priestley has found
the complementary virtues of town and
country? Does the zppearance of the
Fat Boy atone for the absence of Bob
Sawyer, and can one imagine Dingley
Dell without a Christmas party? These
and sundry other matters of omission
and commission will doubtless arouse
partisan  enthusiaesms in  university
common-rooms and wherever there is a
local chapter of the Dickens Fellowship.
But theyv are unlikely to produce violent
reactions elsewhere. :

The crucial question-—Does the film
deserve its title?—can quite safely be
answered in the affirmative. Or, at least,
one is persuaded that Mr. Chesterton

“No incident or expression occurs

would have found it so. For, as Dickens
gave us a vision of his world in Pick-
wick, so Mr. Langley has given us at
least a vision of Pickwick—and he could
scarcely have done more.

The abridgements into which he has
been forced by stern necessity have

WINKLE, JINGLE, SNODGRASS, PICKWICK
which could call a blush
delicate cheek”

into the most

produced some oddly foreshortened per-
spectives. In particular, the importance
of Mr, Jingle has been magnified to a
point where his significance in the nas-
rative tends to overshadow that of Mr.
Pickwick himself. So admirably has
Nigel Patrick put on Jingle's character,

DAIRY FARMERS/

what are

Obtainable from Hardware and
Electrical Merchants everywhere.

D. HENRY & CO. LTD

you doing about
that worn out dairy heater?

Improved water heating
means easier shed work.

Hotter woter
= Cleaner machines
= Higher grading
“Now is the hour”’ ta
instoll your new Starkie
“Chief’’ Doiry Heotar.
This special heater with
closed top designed to
prevent heat loss, has
proved by actual test
superior to other types
of Deiry Heaters.

Auckland.

 BEYOUR OWN
- HANDY AN

Pinex Instruction Pamphlets containing hints on how to
renovate are available on application to your nearest
Pinex Distributor or direct from N.Z. Farest Products Ltd.

FOREST PRODUCTS LIMITED,

Manutactured by N.Z,
Penrose, Aucklond.

BUILD IT YOURSELF WITH-—

PINEX

HARDBOARD
AND AT LOWER COSTTO0!

Yes, believe it or not,
for once we ore talking
bunk~—-{s) !

Bunks are definitely the
sotution to your ‘bed-space’
problems, Adults  don't
always like to be stocked
up agoinst the wail in the
prone posttion — but  the
kids — they fove it ! —te
them 1t's a nevelty. When
you've inctalted this novel
burik - wardrohe  combina-
tion in that single roem,
your ‘agetting the kids to
bed’ problems will alt bas
aver—~theyil want to live
in ‘em---gnd the top hunk !
wor't  there be a
scramble to sleep up there
{ladder and all !).

Herc's how to build ‘em
yoursetf for about £5,

About 4 sheets of Pinex
Hardboard-—c tew feet of
3 x 2 pine timber — boits,

AVAILABLE naits  and 5?!11e1hing to
MmEDIATE | C nucige them in with——the
DELIVERY Pinex Instruction Leaflet

(to keep you on the rails)
~~and you'll be home and
dried! With the kids ol
tucked up in bed (sorry,
bunks).
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