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10 YEARS FROM D-DAY, A

Two-Way Invasion

J. W. GOODWIN tells how BBC television

programmes

Channel on the tenth anmiversarv of the Allied landings
in Normandy.
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Europe — and Continental

EVEN huge metal dishes give
the summit of a Swiss alpine
peak a bizarre appearance so

that only the mountain flowers. in
pools of sunlight between the
black rocks. reassure one that this

is not the setting for some science-
fiction fantasy. Projecting television
beams like searchlights, they are the

whose dif-
overcome

eyes of 11,000,000 people
ferences of lanzuage can be

by common sight.

This pesak in the Jura Mountaing is
& vital link in 2 4000-mile chain of re-
lay stations by which eight nations are
now linked by television. Through it
30 programmes have been transmitted
during June, officially described as an
experimental month. Televiewers have
seen four queens—Queen Elizabeth and
the Queen Mother, the Queens of Den-
mark and Heoltand. They have seen
friars walking in the quietness of the
Vatican, roaring thousands packed into
Swiss stadiums for the world Soccer
series, the neon fires that blaze in the
night at Piccadilly Circus, and horses
racing in knightly pageantry through the
mediaeval streets of Siena.

Triumph for Britain

This linking of the television systems
of Britain, France, Belgium, Holland,
Denmark, Germany, Switzerland and
Italy is to a great extent a Britsh
triumph over time, tempest and terrain.
In five mooths equipment was supplied
by the General Electric Corporation and
installed on the 5000-foot Jura peak and
on the 12,000-foot summit of Mount
Generosa overlooking Lake Lugano.

It was part of nearly £2.000,000
worth of equipment supplied by British
firms, including E.M.I, Marconi and
Pye, making possible this TV leap-frog

mvaded

crossed the

across the Alps and as
far away as Scotland.
With one hotelier and

a St. Bernard dog for
company, Swiss, British
and German engineers

worked for months in
the bitter cold until the
tiny mountain hotel was
overshadowed by the
fantastic  erection of
steel dishes., The elec-
tronic eyes look north
across the Black Forest
and south across a gap
of more than 40 miles
to a British-built station
in the Jungfrau, high
above the summit of the
rack railway.

There are few ordin-
ary radio stations at
12,000 feet., and this TV
transmitter among the
ice not only operates automatically. but
also keeps itself warm.

First an Accident

At the end of months of planning
which began soon after the cross-Chan-
nel relay of the Coronation television.
all was ready for the first complete
transmission test through the concrete
cabin under its fantastic crown of seven
dishes. The team was prepared for
everything, even with a notice which
could be televised: “A major breakdown
unfortunately forces us to close the
international network.”

There was no breakdown, but, as
with Alexander Bell's experiments with
the telephone, it was an accident which
proved their work to be a success. In
his case, the snapping of a delicate
piece of equipment in another room
was the first sound to be carried elec-
trically on a wire: in their case, it was
a street accident in Holland, 480 miles
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away.
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THE VITAL cross-Channel television link (pioneered
at the time of the Coronation television relay) is
shown in this pictorial diagram

The Dutch engineers trained their
camera on a crossroads near their trans-
mitter when two cars collided. The
commotion in that wet street in Lopik
was nothing compared to that in the
Alpine cabin where the engineers saw
the car drivers gesticulating and one of
the passengers removed on a stretcher,
all unaware that their personal mishap
had become internaticnal drama.

Only One Failure

When the service opened on the first
Sunday in June, there was only one
interruption of three minutes during the
relay of the Carnival of Flowers at
Montreux-—famed for the Castle of
Chillon in Byron's poem. This was
caused by the failure of one of the
20.000 vzives on the network.

Even in a world where only human
imperfections are taken for granted, it
is a wonder that there were no other
mechanical failures. So much could have
gone wrong in 44 transmitters, in K{)

relay stations, and at the four points
where the TV waves are counverted to
the different standards of otlieT ¢ountries.

As might have been expected, most
trouble was caused by .sddie of the
lluman links in the chain. Plan§g to in-
clude programmes from “Cafe Contin-
ental” in London, from the Copenhagen
Tivoli and Versailles had to be aban-
doned when the international unions of
musicians, actors and variety artists de-
manded extra fees because of the larger
audience.

Some officials
minded when faced
of a continental
Customs  at  first

were equally mouse-

with the challence
community. - British
demanded dues on
French equipment tzlizn _ across the
Channel as part of the network: the
French retaliated by banning-a BBC
television project from a ferry in French
waters. . e

Eurovision

However. the organisation within the
European Broadcastinge Union  has
worked with amicable efficiency. “Euro-
vision.” as it is called, ivvolves 25 ad-
ministrations. with a communications
centre at Lille, which bas become the
television capitzl of the Continent. Con-
trol epsineers work from the Town Hall
with the main receiving aeriuls on its
350-font tower. :

Until now. Lille has been a pain in
the nack to me. a reminder of: jolts in
the night crossing the Coniinent as the
envoine is changed from one end to the
other of the Orient Express. Though I
am not a great admirer of television—
and all the eight countries in the link-up
are full of programme-grumbles—Lille
h-s become a place of exciting associa-
tions,

As the Pope said when 11,000,000
televiewers saw him on that first pro-

gramme:
*May this international programme
te at prce a cvmbn! and a promise—a

svmhol of union be‘ween the nations.
T ~t the wetione 7w Jazrn to knew each
other better. Let them be happy and
nooud to display the natural beauties of
their cnrurtries and their natural riches,

"How many nrei~i-as and how many
bar-igrs may thus fall?"

As his picture came leap-frogging
over the Alps and f-nned out to Berlin
and Ulster, the BBC sound proerammes
were reczliine the Allied invasion of the
Contirent 10 vears before.. There's a
moral in it if you wish, about cathode-
“ohes being miehtier than tanks.
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PORT OF OTAGO,

ISTENERS will hear the story of

" Otago Harbour in Torth of the
South, four programmes written by An-
thany Bartlett, which are to be broad-
cast from 4YC, starting on Monday,
July 5, at 7.34 p.m. The programmes
trace the development of the harbour
and describe events that have taken
place in and around it right up till to-
day. The first three are historical; the
last cescribes the harbour as it is. This
inctudes an imagin: rv journey on a ship
from the entrance of the harbour up to
the Port of Dunedin. In preparing this
programme Mr. Bartlett had a trip on
the harbour on a dredege. He zays: “The
listener is, as it were, standing by the
pilot of a shin who te'ls what he sees
and where they are poing. I have also
inserted comments by an ‘engineer on
works at Port Chalmers, and by a fisher-
man and a dredgemaster.” Among the
stories from the rast is an account of
the first steamship ceming into the
harbour.

LEFT: btago_nﬁarbou: looking from
the Fkeads towards Dunedin
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