
better books

In a recent contest totryand discover whicheminentwritersnowlivingwould berememberedin200yearstime,TS.Eliottoppedthepoetrylist,
ChristopherFrydrama, A: J. Toynbeehistory, andBertrandRussellphilosophy. Newbooksbyallfourofthese
authorsareappearingthisyearandarelistedwithotherinterestingandimportantbooksbelow_

new and forthcoming T S. Eliot'snew play
THECoNFIDENTIALCLERK (13s.3d.) isprobablythemost
importantbookofthefirsthalfoftheyear. Thisplayisbeing
performedbothinLondonandNewYork. Thoughthecriticsaredividedintheiropinionsthosewhoknowhisprevious playswillwanttoreadthisnewone Christopher Fry islikeEliotin
beingapoeticdramatistand inusing religiousthemesbuttherethe
likenessstops. Fry'$newplayhasanenigmatictitleTHEDARKISLIGHTENOUGH-~ifyougetitbacktofrontweshallstill
recogniseit. Anda thirdbookbyapoetDylanThomasUNDER
MILKWOOD(10s.6d.) iswrittenforbroadcastvoices.

biography Themostinterestingbiographyto uS inNZwillnodoubtbeAntonyAlperSKATHERINEMANSFIELD(21s.bothasawriterandasapersonsheisstillthesourceofsome
controversy: ThemostcontroversialbiographywillbeRichard
Aldington'STE LAWRENCE(25s.) Aidingtonsuggeststhat
'LawrenceimaginedsomeoftheincidentsinTheSevenPillarsof
Wisdomthathewroteaboutashaving taken partin. Laterinthe
yearDavidLowthefamous,NZ:born;cartoonistwillpublishhisAUTOBIOGRAPHY (about21s.)

novels ChristopherIsherwood sTHEWoRLDIN THE
EvENING(12s.6d.)hasbeenlong awaited;itiseightyearssince
his lastveryshortnovelwaspublished: SaulBellow STHE
ADVENTURESOF AUGIEMARCH(15s. isprobablythebestnoveltocomefromAmericarecently: Thefactthatithasbeenpopularoverthereisprobablylessimportantthan thatitishighlyranked
byLionelTrilling;oneofthebestmoderncritics. A translationofoneofFrance'SleadingnovelistsFrancoisMauriac,isexpectedsoonTHERIVEROFFIRE (12s.6d)_ C.PSnowinhisTHENEW
MEN(12s.6d.) dealswith thediscoveryofatomicfissionandthe
psychologicaleffectithadonthelivesofthescientistsconcerned.
pa8 A neweditionofvandeVeldesIDEALMARRIAGE(30s.)
isexpectedtoarriveinNewZealandabouttheendofthismonth.ThelastthreevolumesofArnoldToynbee $THESTUDYOF
HISTORY(vols:7-9)willbepublishedlaterintheyear.
SomeoftheabovebooksarenotyetpublishedSOthepricesare
approximate. Ifyouprefertosendnomoneymarkthetitlesthat
interestyou,ontheabovelist,addyournameandaddress,and
youIlbeadvisedwhenthebooksareavailable. Anybookwhich
isunsuitablecanbereturned. Pleaseadd6d.pervol.postage.
to Rou Persons
BOOKSELLER 12 WOODWARD STREET WELLINGTON
PLEASE SEND ME THE BOOKS 1 HAVE MARKED ON THE ABOVE
LIST WHEN THEY ARE AVAILABLE
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"Subversion" in the Schools
N awkward motion was
handled carefully at the
annual conference of the

Dominion Council of the Re-
turned Services’ Association. The
Nelson R.S.A. had sent forward a
remit proposing that all teachers
in primary and secondary schools,
and members of the professorial
staff of the University of New
Zealand, "should be required to
renew their oath of allegiance
every year while they are engaged
in the teaching profession." An
amendment drafted by a commit-
tee, and approved by the Council,
changed the motion to a decision
that member associations be asked
to supply details of "cases where
teachers or professors have given
subversive teaching in schools or
universities."
The R.S.A., of course, has no
executive functions outside its own
body. Like all other organised
groups, it is free to make repre-
sentations to the Government, but
it has no power beyond this. Its
decisions, however, carry consider-
able weight; and although the
sting was taken from a bad remit,
the suggestion of intolerance re-
mained unpleasantly strong. The
chairman of the committee which
.drafted the amendment was re-
ported to have said that he and his
colleagues hoped the change in
the motion would mean "that there
will be no question of a ‘witch
hunt’ or extreme right-wing
measures of any nature." He was
probably right, for it seems un-
likely that member associations
will bring forward evidence of
subversion in the schools. It is
easy to make allegations that
"something funny" is going on, or
that So-and-So has peculiar ideas
and is an unsound man; but exam-
ination will generally show that
the charges are weakly based.
Subversion is a word with strict
legal definitions, and should not
be used lightly. There are no doubt

teachers with extreme left-wing
opinions; and in the university
colleges there may be individuals
who lean in theory towards Com-
munism. They may also be teach-
ing subjects which have nothing to
do with politics. A teacher, like
any other man, is entitled to his
beliefs and convictions. He be-
comes subversive only when he
advocates the overthrow of the
State, or works secretly to that
end. Unfortunately, many people
have looser notions: they seem to
believe that opinion by itself is
subversive, or that it is subversive
when it becomes impartial. A man
who expresses sympathy for Rus-
sia, who suggests that the Russians
or the Chinese might have a case
worth looking at in a particular
situation, is immediately said to be
a Communist. An objective exam-
ination of the news is seen as
an attempt to undermine public
loyalty.
We shall come to a pretty pass
if the test of loyalty is our willing-
ness to say that the western
nations are infallibly right and
that Russia is always wrong. In
that sort of atmosphere, where all
attitudes must be emotional, there
can be no hope of any rational
movement towards peace. It fos-
ters the mood in which people
believe that oaths of allegiance are
strict guarantees of loyalty, if only
because the threat of perjury can
be held over those who take them.
The man who really wants to be
subversive will regard perjury as
an occupational risk; it is the inno-
cent, rather than the guilty, who
suffer most when the hunt is on.
Many school teachers are returned
servicemen who have . proved
their allegiance in battle. They
would be the first to resent any
suggestion that their profession
should be singled out for the sort
of surveillance which opens the
way for suspicion and the fear of |
persecution.


