write this note the auctinneers are sell-
ing 66,567 bales of greasy Merino in
Brisbane which will probably bring
growers seven million
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pounds, No one could
travel from Invercargill to
Kaitaia without seeing 29,000 sheep if
he slept half the time, but the sheep

begin in Australia where the coastal belt |

ends,

It surprised me all the same to see
cattle grazing over all that sheepless
country, and bhorses at nearly every
homestead. The cattle were not always
fat or well grown, and the horses were
usually the nondescript animals to be
seen on small New Zealand farms 30
years ago—draughts, often hollow-backed
and pot-bellied, half-draughts, and in-
differently bred hacks, Often, too, there
were pigs, red, white, mottled, or black,
and where they were running free they
gseemed to be finding enough to eat. I
will say nothing about the piggeries ex-
cept that they reminded me painfully
of eye-sores nearer home,
them, however, a saddle-back sow just
about the time we were rushing past was
giving birth to a family of 25—mnot a
world's record, the newspapers say today,
but equal to the record and established
in spite of cyclones and floods.

Cattle, too, have been making news
over here. A bullock which jumped out
of the Brisbane show ring three years
ago and injured a spectator Bas this week
cost the show authorities £3000. A bull
which charged a 16-ton tram in Mel-
bourne yesterday put a horn through the
control mechanism, and without injury
to itself stopped the tram dead and con-
siderably increased the blood pressure
of most of the passengers.

* * . L]

WAS pleased when I reached Brisbane
to hear over the air that the Govern-
ment of the Philippines had decided to
import 1000 cattle 2 month from Queens-
land and New South Wales., But I was
smiling on the wrong side of my face.
The cattle are not to be used to improve
Filipino cattle in milking sheds and
grass lands, but to displace
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They are to go out alive
so that they will still be fresh meat when

they arrive a fortnight later. But their
destination is “the works.”

The story is in fact a little worse
than that. Instead of buying fat cattle
the importers are asking for second-grade
only, which means that these animals
will be rounded up in the bush and
begin their journey to the sea without
any internal reserves and - ‘with-'a poor
chance of building up on the way. They
will be wild cattle, nervous and :excit-
able, and not at all likely to settle down
on board ship to hand-feeding and drink- ]
ing. They will also, I gather, have to be
certified as “pleuro-free” before they
leave Australia, and will probably there-
fore be driven through crushes and sub-
jected one by one to blood tests. By that
time many of them will be half mad
with fright, and by the time they reach
Manila most of them will be half dead
with hunger, weariness, thirst, and the
violence of their uprooting.

I am not quite old encugh to remem-
ber the cattle ships of last century. But
I am old enough to remember what
happened to thoroughly domesticated
horses on the transports of the Boer
War. In any case the Atlantic cattle
ships are a tale that has been told too
often to bs questioned in 1954,

(T'o be continued)
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Dr. Scholl's new
Super-Soft Zino-pads
‘remeova shoe pres-
sure, stop friction,
Scalloped edge en-
sures smoodth fit.
With medicated
disks.

Sn,es for corps, callouses, bunions, soft corns,
1, 2/~ pkt. Chemists everywhere.

Dr. Scholl’s Shops:
HAM. 3a Col'wood St.  LR. HUTT 29/ High St.
HAST. 402 H'taunga St. BLEN. 4 George St
NEW PLY. 52 Queen St. NELSON 247 Hardy St.
WANG, /192 Vic, Ave. CHGH. 123 Cashel St.
PALM. N. 136 B’dway. TIM. Cnr. George & Sophia
WETON. ¢ Wiilis 5t. DUNEDIN 20 Maray Place

Dr Scholls Zino-pads

Schall Mfg. Ca. (N.Z.) 1sd., Willeston St., Wgton.
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You may take a just pride in immaculate
white linen. [t reflects your good house«
Yesping, for it shows you know sbout
Reckitt's Blue in the final rinse. Although
a simple thing it makes such a difference.

Reckilts Blue

In one of,

them on Filipino tables.,

All the flavour of
garden-fresh

vegetables in

NESTLE'S

VEGETABLE SOUP

with _tomato
and noodles

with tomato and noodies,
usual messy,

PER
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Imagine the most delicious vegetable soup you could
make yourself—then realise that Nestle’s have done just
that for you, bringing you a rich, nutritious soup in its
most convenient form by simply removing the moisture.

Just think, too, that you can serve a real vegetable soup,
in minutes without all the
time-consuming preparations. All you do
is to add water and bring the mixture to boil.

Cover

and simmer for ten minutes, stirring occasionally. Yes,
it's a fact—all the goodness, all the flavour of mouth-
watering soup—and three whole serves——can be yours in
minutes. Try some today—yau’ll love every spoonful of
this economical treat for the whole family.

vry ALso Chicken Noodle=Cnion Dog with Hams Ogtail
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