GENO/TT I

’05’,”[ Quickly  Send 6d stome tor 32-page lilus-
.

and Easily tratedCatalogue, containing oves 100
Assembled, Xitsets—Furniture, Nursery Furni.
ture, Toys, Embroidery, Tapestry, ete.

U-BUILD.IT Kit Sets come to you with all
necessary machined parts, hardware, ete,,
enabling anyone without previous experience to
assemble these articles,

.

PANELLED DROPSIDE COT. Attractive, with many
desirable features, including parelled ends to exclude
draughts . . . easy moving . . . drop side . . . slat bottom
+ « . closely-spaced bars. Measures 3ft in
x 2t x 3ft 3in high. .. .. piice 70/~
KAPCC MATTRESS, in quaiity
Ticking to fit
this cot. -+ Price 54/"

END TABLE. A particularly
handy kit set in quality tim-
ber. ldeal for those tavour-
ite books and lamp shade.
Great asset to every home.
Measures 24in x 10in x 23
high. o .

Price

JRONING BOARD (Folding).
With movabie sleeve-board,
Widely spaced legs. 3ft 4in

x 12in wide.Pﬂ;.. 37/6

i
A comftortable

kitchen stool and a handy pair
36/6 of Easity
25in

“price 17 /6

STOOL STEPS.

steps  combined,
ussembied in 30 minutes.
high.

ROUND  TABLE.
occasional  table

Attractive
with extrg
room on centre shelf ong a
spacious top at a convenent

ROCKING HORSE. Strong
durable inside o©of outside
piay toy, swung on strang
metal hangers.  Size 40in

long. e e geight. M2e2asures 20in ;
3 - iameter, in | )
Price high. Price 37,6

KIDNEY-SHAPED DUCHESSE.
Practical use and appeal
+ Economy and pleasure ot

“ SEE-ALL 7 SEWING BOX, com-
plete with caostors. Very popular

kit set. Accurate machining and assembly.  Three commodi--
drilling—easily assembled in one  ous shelves hold ample.
pleasant evening. Size 16in x Draping not supptied, 3Sin

8in x 24in high. ..

prics 92/6 7%

30in  high,
'7in wide, rg. . 60/"
Note Our Only Address:

HOMECRAET ASSEMBLIES

P.O. BOX 1042, CHRISTCHURCH
72 MAIN NORTH ROAD

IODISED SALT

Guards health and assists to
prevent and guard
against Goitre

!
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The Edges of Oblivion

HERE are times when even
a bibliophile will say that
books are a nuisance. They
are greedy for space, and need
more attention than might be

. supposed from their general im-

mobility. If they are left too long

. undusted and unnoticed they sub-
‘mit to invasions by silverfish and

other insidious creatures. Worst of
all is the effort of moving them.

The problem is illustrated on a
' grand scale by activities at the
Turnbull Library, described in an
; article on page 16. Private collec-
‘tors are never faced with an up-

“heaval of that magnitude,

but

“experience fits them to under-

stand and sympathise. The owner

“of books does not like to make

fwith the

many moves. Among New Zea-
landers, who unpeg their tents
casualness of desert

Ebedouins, he has the look of a
. stationary man. Today, perhaps,

he is heard of less frequently, for
the times are against him: he

' needs too much room.

Public libraries of the “Crown

i Jewel” sort are moving into the
i same position. They are treasure
 houses to which new collections

are being added. Books already in
them are becoming more valuable
as they grow older; they must be

' cared for and preserved, and yet
‘space must be found for new

arrivals. Unlike libraries which
meet the demand for fiction and
the lighter sorts of contemporary

- writing, they cannot be drastic in

culling, but must keep what they

.have for the nation and for pos-
- terity. It could be pointed out,

with some justice, that the diffi-

- culties arising from this deliberate

and necessary hoarding are by no
means confined to New Zealand.
According to a writer in the New
Statesman and Nation (who
quoted an official report), arrears
in the cataloguing of presented
books at the British Museum

s amount to 70,000 volumes. In the

Department of Manuscripts the
catalogue of additions is 28 years
in arrears. “More than 5000 manu-
scripts are in need of binding,

while the present average progress
is 120 a year.” These, however, are
not problems of space. They are
results of understaffing and short-
age of money, and are part of a
wider congestion in art galleries
and museums—an embarrassment
to be expected in a country with
venerable institutions. In spite of
war and devastation, much has
been saved from the past; and new
discoveries are still being made.
Further, the best work of con-
temporary artists and craftsmen
must also be preserved. In some
fields the aim is not selection but
completeness, so that the dilemma
becomes a question of physical
and financial capacity.

New Zealand is less embarrassed
than most countries with the re-
mains of ancient cultures. Our art
treasures are comparatively few;
even the Turnbull Library is
modest in size by world standards,
and appears to be large only be-
cause for years it has been housed
in a building too small for its pur-
pose. Its value is in the quality of
the collection, known and re-
spected by scholars overseas. The
present difficulties have nothing
to do with congestion elsewhere.
This country is not heavy with
history: the nation is young
enough to be building foundations,
and old enough to understand that
there must be room for books and
archives. The longer these tasks
are delayed, the harder they
will become. OQur best literary
treasures have come to us from
abroad, but'the archives are our
own. To protect a good library is
to pay a little of our debt to
Western culture (for its great
books are better able to survive
if they are dispersed) and to make
an investment of intellect for
which future generations will be
grateful. And in saving our
archives we are simply making
sure that we remain a nation with
a history. The past and the future
have their point of meeting in our
collections of books and docu-
ments, It is there that, in more
than a figurative sense, the nation
lives.
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