
the cornet, using the "wrong" hand.
Naturally left-handed, he was forced by
the design of the instrument to manipu-
late the Valves with his right. "I’ve often
regretted that I didn’t ever get a left
instrument, but it’s not worth while
now," he says. "Of course, if I ever lost
the use of my right hand I'd persevere
and learn with the left.’ That he could
do so readily seems clear. Years ago, in
Westport, Ken Smith broke a bone in
his right wrist. He was booked to appear
at a concert, and actually did so, his
wrist encased in
hand performing the duties of the right.
On the question of the lip’s import-
ance to a cornetist, Mr. Smith did some
debunking of accepted ideas. The story
of a person's lip "going," he says, is an

plaster and the left.

excuse. "The strength for playing is on.
the same principle as for a singer-
correct use of the facial muscles and the
diaphragm. If you tire in the course of
playing, the lips shouldn't become tired,
but they lose their sensitivity, If my
playing is not up to scratch, it meansI have become tired elsewhere and lost
the sensitivity to do those little things
which make music far more enjoyable.
In fact, this sensitivity is essential to
beauty in music. It is the essence of
the art of delicate and soft playing."
Ken Smith’s recipe for the attain-
ment of. "the art of delicate and soft
playing" lies not in tuition, but in learn-
ing. His only tutor, his father, taught
him the essentials. but he has studied
at no school of music; under no eminent
masters of his instrument. "Practice and
performance." he says, "have taken up
95 per cent of my spare time. I may
have practised for four hours during the
dav, but if I have a spare hour in the
evening, rather than go to books I go
to my instrument."
Asked about ‘his own preferences in
music, Ken Smith sprang another sur-
prise. "My great interest in music lies
in chamber music, and particularly in
the werks of Mozart and Beethoven."
He was also interested, he said, in brass
ensemble playing, which he thought had
"tremendous possibilities,’ and which
was "a neglected field of musical en-
deavour."
From a man who has proved wrong
such authoritative pronouncements on
the cornet as that it has "vulgar tone,
boorish origin," it is perhaps not sur-
prising to hear that his plans for St.
Kilda Band are hardly conventional."My first endeavour," he says, "will be
to produce the highest quality of music
from the band, and not keep to what
has been the brass band repertoire over
the last decade."

An Odd Notion

""T HERE are some very serious-mindedpeople in ‘the world who cherish the
idea that novel réading is a flippant pas-
time, hardly deserving the attention of
one who is truly devoted to the things
of the mind. I suppose this odd notion
partly derives from Victorian days when,
in the strictest families, novels often
had to be slipped under pillows or hid-
den in cupboards and were certainly
never for Sundays; and even among en-
thusiastic movel-readers novels were
thought of only as a relaxation. Even to-
day some intellectual snobs still put the
novel bottom: of the list of art-forms."-
Helen Garrett, in an NZBS Book Shoptalk. ,
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