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FARAWAY
PILACES

JOW 125 years old. the annual boat
race between the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge.is perhaps the
most {amous in the world. Thousands
line the river to watch, many of them

less for ity interest as a sporting event

than for the unique atrmposphere gener-
ated among the spectators. Few evet
catch maore than a fleeting glimpse of
the contestants. but the race ranks as
one of the social events of the year.

Something of the excited but seciable
aiv of the boat race crowd is recreated
for listeners in one of a series of pro-
erammes by Bryan O’Brien, now being
heard from Commercial stations. By the
use of a dramatic interlude, Mr. O'Brien
sketches at once the race he saw him-
self last vear, and the tradition of the
event, back to the days when “the cox-
swain always wore a silk hat with a
curling brim.”

Entitled Faraway Places, the new
series of programmes covers the broad
sweep of Mr. O’Brien’s travels through
Europe, from the Mediterranean to the
Arctic Circle. In each episode, he con-
trives to tell not only the observations
of the traveller, but something of the
legend and history in which the Old
World is steeped. In his story of “The
Delectable Duchy” of Cornwall, for in-
stance, he includes the legend of why
the Devil refused to «cross the river
Tamar: “If ever 1 should cross over into
Cornwall, the people would turn me into
a pasty. as they do their fish, flesh, fowl.
and all their good victuals.” And at
Hampton Court Palace, the traveller
finds not only the tempting byways of
the famcus maze, but also some cobour-
ful byways of history. The Palace, it
seems, was originally a priory of the
Knights of St. John; then Wolsey ac-
quired it and mede it so magnificent
that it aroused the cupidity of Henry
VI1I, who seized it and spent much time
there with his several unfortunate wives.

Bryan O’Brien's ten-month, 34.000-
mile European tour started, naturally
enough, with the British Isles, his first
stopping-off place from New Zealand.
He deals with this part of the tour—-
England, Scotland and Ireland—in the
early part of the series. Later, listeners
will hear of journeys in stranger parts.
The Continental journey begins at Goth-
enburg, in Sweden, from whence a visit
is paid to the Lapp village of Jokkmokk,
within the Arctic Circle. Here, the trav-
eller stayed for two days and nights—-
in so far as they could be distinguished
as such—in the earthen, igloo-like home
of a Lapp family. In Norway, surprisingly,
the New Zealander was most impressed
by the mountains: “They are utterly un-
like any mountains anywhere, and pro-
vide a few scenes more beautiful than
anything I have ever seen” A trip is
made to Finland, and then back across
Sweden and Norway to Denmark, “a
dainty Lilliput dancing and mocking two
giant brothers.” Germany follows, with
descriptions of Oberammergau, scene of
the famous Passion Plays, of Berchtes-

" gaden, the mountain retreat of the late

Adolf Hitler, of the valleys of the Rhine
and the Moselle, and of many of Ger-
many’s great cities, now well advanced
in rteconstruction.

Faraway Places is being broadcast at
6.15 p.m. on Tuesdays by the four ZB
stations and 2ZA. Bryan O’Brien is also
giwing a series of talks in the Women's
Hour on Mondays from the ZBs, 2ZA
and 1XH.
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“A sacial as well as a sporting event.” Our illustration shows the 1954 Cambridge

OXFORD v. CAMBRIDGE

Eight training on the River Quse at Ely

EXACTUS (MINI-ADD} POCKET
ADDING MACHINES
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WITH THE NEW
PRESENTATION WALLET-NOTE PAD

“Exactus” MINI-ADD Pocket Adding Machines
f1it into a vest pocket, yet do oll thet o fuli-
sized mochine will do—ADD AND SUBTRACT
TO £99,999/19/113:4. Complete with operat~
ing anstructions, “Exactus” is very simple to
use and carrics a 12 months’ quarantee. 3776,
Postoge Paid. AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEAD-
ING STATIONERS, or direct from H. E. Nopier
itd., P.O. Box 1555, Wellington.

Telephone 21-834 -

PM LAV AMERICAN

Experienced Airline

NOW ! PAN AMERICAN'S

RAI

NBOW SERVICE

DIRECT FROM AUCKLAND

to the U.S.A.

For reservations, coll your travel
Windsor
House, 58-60 Queen Street.

agent or Paon American,

Auckland.

World’s Most

Now you can fly The Rainbow — Pan American’s.
famous tourist service — all the way from Auck-
land to the U.S.A.! Save £81 on your U.S.A.
round trip. Connecting tourist service across the
U.S.A. to New York where you board THE
RAINBOW for London. Save £108 on round
trip to London. ’

Fly big four-engine Clippers* to Fiji . . . giant
double-decked “Strato” Clippers across the
Pacific . . . speedy new Super-6 Clippers across
the Atlantic. Complimentary meals. Fare pay.
able in New Zealand currency . . . no dollars
needed. )

To provide finer, more frequent service across
the Pacific, you’ll find thrifty RAINBOW service
and de luxe PRESIDENT service aboard the
same double-decked “Strato” Clipper.

Pan American World Airwavs, Inc., Lid,,
ncorporated in .
* Trade-Mark, Pan American World Airways. Ine.
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