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The Sick Stay Out of Sight
by SUNDOWNER
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go to hospital now and again-not so much to get over-
hauled and patched up as to get
readjusted. We all know that the
world is full of sickness as we
know that it is full of sin, but while
the sinners have a way of making us
aware of them-ten thousand ways,

| SUPPOSE it is good for us to

pleasant and unpleasant-
the sick creep out of sight.It ‘was a shock to me, the

day I went into hospital, to realise thatI had entered a world of which I knew
next to nothing, that although hospital
doors are always open I had passed
them for 70 years without going in, thatI had shirked all the obligations of the
healthy to the sick, and never asked
myself in what diverse pains they were
met behind those walls.
I still don’t know whether the thirteen
patients in my ward were the casualties
of a hundred or of a thousand. homes.
From the fact that I was the oldest
occupant of a bed and that the youngest
was a boy of seven, I concluded ‘that
we were an average group facing ibout
the average amount of pain and dat.ger.
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In a fortnight only one of the thirteen
died and eight went home cured or con-
valescent-a tribute to the skill .of
modern surgery, but an indication also
of the number of sufferers waiting; for
beds were filled again as fast as they
could be emptied and changed. There
was never a day without a procession
to the theatre or a night without a visit
from a surgeon worried about a patient’s
progress. My own surgeon came twice a
day for the first week, and even duringthe second week found time to see me
once a-day; and that primarily was pro-
fessional conscience and zeal. But I felt
with ali the surgeons that they came not
merely to see that we escaped complica-
in

tions but to fix the earliest date at which
we could be safely sent home. The pres-
sure of those waiting to come in was
continuous. I aroused jealousy becauseI had been given a bed the day the
doctor ordered it. The usual experience
seems to be a delay of days, weeks, or
months according to the urgency of the
case and the prestige of the surgeon. It
shames me to know that I had never
once thought about the misery of that
Situation, never realised what it means
to wait week after week for an opera-
tion of which you. are probably afraid
already and imagine in your morbid
condition to be getting more dangerous
as the days pass. I was not long in
hospital before I realised what it meant,
anc when the day came for me to go
home I felt that every eye in the ward
was watching me sadly as I put on my
clothes and following me enviously, and
perhaps bitterly, as I walked down the
corridor.
The sick, a distinguished physician
said to me once, are all selfish. It would
be. truer, I think, to say self-centred,
and kinder to remember why.
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F I am not careful rabbits and hares |will soon have stripped my ignorance
as bare as they once stripped my trees.I knew when the evidence began to
accumulate that I would have to accept
refection in hares, which, though it is

not quite in line with
Leviticus, is near enough
to make doubters careful.

But I have not handled many hares in
my life. Rabbits I have shot, trapped,
skinned, and gutted for so many years
and in so many places that the thought
would make me sick if I had not been

so. thoroughly condi-
tioned in childhood.
But I had not once
noticed that they eat
their food twice. Here
is a note from H.C.M.,
Dunedin:

For many years I handled wild rabbits,
also the tame and domesticated breeds, under
many varied conditions. For at least 20
years I had wild rabbits running in a large|
pen fifty feet by ten feet, with plenty of
light and sunshine. There were also dark
huddle boxes in which the does could keepto themselves. These rabbits were never
without food, for the simple reason that theywere bedded in hay always and fed on
carrots, cabbage and turnips according towhat supplies were available. Incidentally,
when fed on turnips they could eat twice
their own body weight in seven to ten days.
But in spite of these generous food condi-
tions it was my experience on many occa-
sions to find their stomachs crammed full
with hard dry faeces which were often a
great nuisance to me. One of my_ tasks
was to give an anaesthetic by passing
stomach tube down the aesophagus, and the
faeces both inhibited the easy passage of
the soft tube and delayed the action of the
anaesthetic. Wild rabbits under special feed
ing experiments in which the urine and
faeces had to be kept separate regularly, ate
their faeces even when they had an abund-
ance of fresh food. The usual academic com-
ment on this was that it seemed to be
nature’s way of making complete use of the
vitamins.
What I can say in rebuttal I can’t
think-unless perhaps this: that labora-
tory rabbits live in cages and no doubt
develop morbid habits.
But the tricks rabbits play in their
alimentary tracts are nothing to their
reproductive cleverness, if we may be-
lieve the author of British Mammals
(Matthews). I hesitate to repeat what
he says, since I read it during a period
of sickness and will be suspected of
having been at the time less than lucid.
Nor can I now quote or verify, since I
no longer have access to the book, But
the fact left in my mind by one hasty
reading is that female rabbits have the
power to terminate pregnancies by a
physiological assimilation of the em-
bryos. If that is true, every farmer, and
in fact, every New Zealander, should
get down on his knees and thank God
for the millions of rabbits their mothers
decided not to produce.
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T would appear that it was quitewithin the power of a praying mantisto build her nursery on my shirt sleevewhile I was stripped to my singlet inthe garden. Two correspondents who
have actually witnessed the operationhave described it to nme in letters. one

from Blenheim and_ the
other from Hastings, andI gather that less than an

hour was necessary in both cases. The
accounts differ slightly in detail, one
correspondent having noticed 4 slight
movement forward from cell to cell,while the other detected no movement
at all. One saw the exuded material as
"a clear froth exactly like beaten ege-white," while the other saw it changing
colour and drying and hardening and
"ejected like a ribbon of toothpastefrom a tube." But there is no real con-
flict in important matters. One thinks
the egg-case was completed in "about
20 minutes," while the other says she
"watched for a long time"; but 20 min-
‘utes is a long time to stand and stare.The real wonder seems to be how so
small a body can produce so much
material in such a short session.
(To be continued)
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New Plymouth Discussion Group

THE 2XP Women's Programme pane! which last week discussed the problem of parentsvisits to children in hospital, From left, seated: Cydie Strang, Beryl Jameson and Betty
Fleming. Standing behind is Prudence Gregory, who has conducted the 2XP Women's
Programme since December last, and who has just been appointed Women's Hour
Personality at 4ZB. The panel will be heard again on June 9 discussing "WhetherMen Really Like Intelligent. Women"
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Relieved2WaysAtOncel
AImost theveryminute you rub 0n1 Vicks

VapoRub, your childgetsreliefin twoways:1 Through THE SKIN
VicksVapoRub works likea
warmingpoultice , easing painin thechest_2 MEDICATED VAPouRS
released by Vicks VapoRub
clearstuffy nose,soothesore
throat,calm coughing Next
morning often, the worstofthecoldisover1

ViCKS
Distributedby Salmond& Spraggon Uid:, Wellington;

THEATRICAL MAKE-UP
Liners; fleshings, water-paints nose-puttyblending powders_ false eye-~lashes, wigsmousstaches, tights_ Make-up ofaii kindsavailable from
MARGARET HANSON
THE AVENUE WANGANUI
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Beach forthe Sky"!The latest Best Seller by Paul Brick-hill, author of The Dam Busters;just tohand at
TheLONDONBOOKSHOP

LIMITED
This Life Storyof Douglas Bader, dis-charged by theRAF after losing bothlegs In an AirCrash n 1931, but whofought his way back to become oneof theGreat Heroes of the Battle ofBritain; will outsell even 'The CruelSea; Here is 0 Wonderful War Storythat we can thoroughly recommend toEveryone!
Get your copv NoW from
TheLONDONBoOKSHOPLImitEd
(Branches Throughout New Zealand)_MAIL ORDERS to Head Office ,P.oBox 1671 Wellington Price 16/-postage '6d.
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