FILM REVIEWS, BY F.AJ.

Children of Our Time

THE MAN BETWEEN

(London Films)

~HE THIRD MAN is the
standard by which many
people judge the work of
Carol Reed, but even if it were
not so it would be impossible to
ignore that film in reviewing his
new one. Here is a city—Berlin this
time-—divided by a frontier between
East and Woest; a visitor knowing
nothing of its intrigue who is to become
almost as deeply involved as Holly Mar-
tins; a central character who has been
corrupted by the times; cafés and a hint
of a haunting tune; and so on. Even the
title sounds not unfamiliar. And as if
that were not enough, there i3 an echo
also of Sir Carol’s last film, Outcast of
the Islands: an ever-watchful boy—but
on a bicycle, not in a cance. This is not,
in fact, Carol Reed's most original piece;
and even if he had not made The Third
Man there would be room to criticise
its Berlin successor., Yet I confess that,
realising all this, I sat through The Mean
Between half the time under the influ-
ence of a sort of spell cast by this fine
artist-craftsman of the cinema, So much,
I felt sure, was due to the manner in
which the story is told.

BAROMETER

FAIR TO FINE: “The Man Between.”
FAIR TO FINE: “The Juggler.”

The visitor this time is a young inno-
cent, Susanne (Claire Bloom), come to
spend a few weeks with her brother, a
British Army doctor (Geoffrey Toone)
and his German wife, Bettina (Hilde-
garde Neff). On a visit to the Eastern
sector, Susanne meets a “friend” of Bet-
tina, Ivo Kern (James Mason), who, as
it happens, is working for the Russians;
and the story turns mainly on the rela-
tions between him and Susanne. The
boy on the bicycle, a spy for Ivo, is one
of the film’s most effective touches—his
weaving, swooping progress as he appears
again and again (like one of those musi-
cal themes that seem to get at the nerve
ends) has, cumulatively, almost hypnotic
power. Similarly effective is the direc-
tor's use of quickly alternating shots—
to point up the sinister entrance, for in-
stance, of Ivo's boss, Halendar (Aribert
Waescher), or in the wonderful kidnap-
ping sequence, when the crunch of a
car’s tyres in the snow and the groan
of the windscreen wiper are heard as
the film cuts back and forth between
the kidnapper’s car seen by the victim
and the snowbound street seen from

within the ear. All this
is extraordinarily good as
far as it goes, and gives
the first part of the film
an unforgettable tempo;
but it seems to me that
this is not well main-
tained through the middle
section. It picks up again
shortly - before the end.
The music throughout
does all that it should.

Of the women, Miss
Neff is the most impres-
sive; though in an un-
even performance Miss
Bloom has her moments
—when she finds, for
example, that Ivo isn't
going to fall into a trap
set for him, Mr. Mason
is better than I have
seen him for some time,
and of the less well-
known players Aribert
Waescher is the most
effective. But when
everything has been said
about the acting, this
remains a director’s film.

None of the character-
isation in The Man Be-
tween goes really deep,
as I realised especially
after seeing on the same
day the film I review be-
low. Because of this
(and perhaps also be-
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“Sick, disillusioned and haunted”.
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SWEETEN your hreath
FIGHT DENTAL DECAY
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mouth is so clean.

This active dental cream guards against
dental decay in the same way — those
active bubbles help neuiralize mouth
acids which can cause dental decay.

Enjoy the benefits this active dental
cream gives you. Ask for White Kolynos

in the yellow tube and carton,

When you clean your teeth with White
Kolynos you actually watch it go to work.
You can see those foaming, active bubbles
polishing your teeth to new whiteness.
You can feel them cleaning your mouth.
And when you have finished, have the
satisfaction of knowing that your breath
is sweet and pure — because your entire
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DENTAL CREAM

KOLYNOS {N.Z.) LTD., 60 Kiﬁchmﬁ Street, Aﬁcklund
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IN ON

Make every mesl a
treat with tasty Bisto
gravy. Just mix Bisto
with water and boil up
in the tin you roasted
your meat in. It’s so
casy to make—browns,
thickens and scasons
in one process—you'll
want to serve Bisto
every day.

STO

MAKES THE MEAL!

Trade enquiries to A, A, Stichbury Limited,
27, Blair Street, Wellington,
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