
MORE REVIEWS FROM "BOOK SHOP"
OOK SHOP, which has been heard
from main National stations fort-
nightly since late in 1951, next week
becomes a weekly feature and the main
book review session of the NZBS. The
YZ session For Your Library ends this
month and ZB Book Review at the
end of June, and in future few book
reviews will be heard as local pro-
grammes. The new Book Shop, which
will be broadcast from the YA stations
and 3YZ on link at 8.20 p.m. on Wed-
nesdays and from the other YZ stations
during the same week, will change its
character to some extent and review
about 200 books a year-instead of only
one a fortnight, as at present.
The story of Book Shop and of its
"voice," Arnold Wall, was told in The
Listener a year ago. When the session
began the aim was to review one book-an important one-and to have two
short talks on topics connected with
books in each fortnightly session. Mr.
Wall told us, when we asked about the
new session, that in the 69 editions
heard at the time we went to press 50
books had been reviewed, Sessions with-
out reviews had had special Christmas
and New Year features, discussions,
interviews, and so on. Of the books re-
viewed 17 had been on travel and
world affairs, 13 were fiction, eight had
dealt with poetry, music, drama and the
arts, eight had been biography or auto-
biography, and four-all by New Zea-
landers-were war books. With the re-
views had gone more than 100 short
talks, all by different speakers; and Mr.

Wall said he hoped all short talks heard
in the new session would also be by new
speakers. "Many of our short talks have
come from people who were unknown
to the local stations, but wrote in about
one thing or another," he said. "We hope
to enliven the new session by the occa-
sional discussion or interview, and we
would like to think that people who feel
like contributing to it in any way will
write in and say so."
Up till now reviews for Book Shop
have been arranged by the Head Office
Talks Section of the NZBS, though Mr.
Wall has commissioned short talks used
in the programme. But from now on
Mr. Wall will arrange reviews also and
the entire programme will originate from
3YA, where he is Talks Officer. Mr.
Wall said that in selecting books for re-
view he was helped by reviews in such
publications as the Times Weekly Re-
view and Times Literary Supplement,
the BBC London Calling and Listener,
John o’ London's Weekly, and the Lon-
don Observer. "Then the review copies
come in and you have to pick your re-
viewers," he said. "A book like Aldous
Huxley’s Doors of Perception gives a
good example of the problem. He was a
willing guinea-pig for trials of a new
drug ‘mescalin,’ which produces curious
mental effects. Who do you get to re-
view the book? A chemist, who knows
the history and the future of this group
of drugs? A psychiatrist, who can dis-
cuss the queer effects of the drug? Or an
all-rounder, who represents the ‘average’
reader or listener?" The same sort of

problem had to be faced to some extent
with all books except light novels. Mr.
Wall added that in supplying review
copies and in other ways publishers’
representatives had been most helpful.
The first edition of the weekly Book
Shop will be heard from the YA stations
and 3YZ at 8.20 p.m., and 4YZ at 9.15 |
p.m. on June 2, and from 1YZ at 5.0
p.m. and 2YZ at 6.0 p.m. on Sunday,
June 6.

ARNOLD WALL

Faith and Works in Soviet Russia
\W HAT is life in Russia really like?That's a question everyone has
asked at one ‘time or another, and
during the next two months listeners are
to have an unusual opportunity of hear-
ing a first-hand account by a young
New Zealander who has been there. He
is Norris Collins, a Christchurch rail-
way worker who visited Russia as a
member of,a party of New Zealand
trade unionists. His talks, 1 Went to
Russia, will be heard from YA and YZ
stations at 9.15 p.m. on Thursdays, start-
ing on June 3.
Mr. Collins does not claim to have
a full or intimate knowledge of Rus-
sian life. He was there for only just
over a month, and his main contacts
were with union officials, factory work-
ers and the like. He visited only four
cities and was in only two of the 16
republics. But he believes he saw more
than any ordinary tourist, diplomat or
correspondent is able to see; that in
general he was shown an average pic-
ture of industry and of the other phases
of Russian life he did see; and that
he can speak of many things, both good
and bad, with assurance.
"Being working men we knew what
to look for in our own particular
spheres," says Mr. Collins, and in his
first talk he gets right down to the
questionof work, wages and the cost
of living. How are wages fixed? Do
they ever lag behind when prices rise?
How much do they vary in the same
sort of job and between one sort of
job and another-between a_ clerical
worker and a labourer, a watersider and
a doctor? What part do trade unions
play, and is union membership. volun-
tary or compulsory? How hard do
people work? These are some of the
questions Mr. Collins will discuss.

From there Mr.
Collins goes on to
speak of working
conditions and social
services for the
worker. Facilities
for attention to
workers’ health
were, he says, one
of the most impres-
sive features of his
visit. He visited
"palaces of culture,"
and in his. talk
about these discusses also the Young
Pioneer youth movement and the work
being done by and for children. He has
much to say about building and rebuild-
ing programmes.

But perhaps there will be widest in-
terest in what Mr. Collins says about
the practice of religion in the Soviet
Union for, a Christian himself, he claims
to have had as many opportunities of
visiting cathedrals and churches, and
meeting priests, pastors and church
officers, as any other trade union dele-
gate who has visited the Soviet Union.
He says much about the position of
children and youth in relation to the
Church, and discusses restrictions on
church activity and the relationship
between Church and State. At a ceme-
tery in Leningrad he saw the mass
graves of 600,000 people killed in the
defence of the city, all of whom had
been given Christian burial; and in
Moscow he spoke, through an inter- |

preter, at. a service in the Baptist
Church.

Norris Collins

THE VERY REV. C. W. CHANDLER (left) and PROFESSOR M. L. E.
OLIPHANT, two of the speakers in a "Question Mark" discussion on the atomic
dilemma, to be heard from YA stations at 8.30 p.m. on Monday, May 31. Also
taking part will be E. V. Dumbleton, and the chairman will be J. C. Reid
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HAS FOR SALE

Pamphlets for thePeople
by CHAPMAN COHEN;
Price 3d, plus postage:
Whatisthe UseofPrayer?
WomanandChristianityMustWe Have O Religion?TheDevil
What ISFreethought?
Godsand TheirMakers.
Giving EmHell
TheChurchS Fight for theChild
DeityandDesign
ORDERS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION:

WAKE UP YOUR
LIVER BILE

Without Calomel And You'Il Jump outof Bed in the Morning Full of Vim.The livershould pour out two pintsof liquidbileintoyouTbowelsdaily.IfthisbileISnotfow-
ingfreely,your fooddoesntdigest. Itjustdecaysin thebowels.Windbloatsupyourstomach.Yougct constipated. Your whole system 15 poisonedandyou feelsour, tiredand wearyand theworldlooksblue_
Laxativesarc only makeshifts. A mere bowelmovement doesncgetatthe cause:Ittakesthose
goodoldCarter5 Little Liver Pills togetthosefwopintsofbilefowingfreelyand makeyoufeelup and up; Harmless, gentle yet amazing 1
makingbileAowfreely_Ask forCARTERS LittleLiverPillsby name:
Stubbornlyrefuseanythingelse.
Distributors: Fassett Johnson Ltd, Levy
Buildings, Manners Street, Wellington, C.3


