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Man Among

ANIMALS, MEN AND MYTHS: A History
of the Influence of Animals on Civilisation
and Culture, by Morus; Victor Gollancz,
English price 21/-.

(Reviewed by Oliver Duff)

DON'T know for how large a
group of readers this book was
written, but I know that the
group includes me. If I had ever
been rich enough to order books

from authors, as we order catmeal
or bacon from grocers, and foolish
enough to think that money alone will
evoke a book, this is one of the books
I would long ago have ordered. But it
is a difficult book to classify, Mark
Twain could have written it if he had
been a zoologist, but if “Morus” had
been a Mark Twain he would almost
certainly have written something else.
Julian Huxley could have written it if
he had been patient enough with f{ools,
but T am not sure that Huxlev would
have been as contemptuous of mankind
in general. Mark Twain would have
been, and was. But it is very unlikely, I
think, that “Morus” has read a line of
Mark Twain. They are both debunkers
of human pretensions, but they assault
us from different angles.

“Morus” believes, for historical and
scientific reasons, that man’s dominion

the Animals

over the animals is a tyranny. He re-
jects and scoffs at the idea that God
gave us animals to enslave, drive, mur-
der, and eat as we think necessity re-
quires, I am not sure that I know pre-
cisely where *“Morus” stands in philo-
saphy, but he makes it clear in a long
chapter called “The Batile for the
Soul™ that he utterly rejects the Car-
tesian view of animal intelligence—that
it i3 a mechauical thing, fundamentally
quite different from our own—and sup-
ports all those who deny that the gap
between animals and men is unbridge-
able. He does not g0 -{as=iy 75 ty=igd" |
quite so far as the : )
farmer’s wife I met
recently in South-
land who  over-
whelmed ne with
kindness and then
asked me, when I
seemed dubious
about the wisdom
of keeping pet rab-
bits, “not to forget
that men were slip-
ping back and back
and animals coming
up and up.” His
argument is that
nature, with all its
“ multiplicity,” is

— R

one, That is a flat denial of man
as the non-animal lord of creation,

But most readers will enjoy “Morus™
best when he is just the cynical oh-
server and the satirical historian. He
does not deny that man has jyuled the
earth so far; that however impudent his
claims may be, he has established and
does at present enjoy them: and that
animals for many generations yet will
go on feeding out of his hand. Homo
sapiens is a bounder. but lie has been
clever enough to make animals obey
him, work for him, suffer for him, and
die for him—or disappear altogether.
If this smart Alec is ever brought to
his senses by animals, and put again in
his place, it will not be by the only

’ Duode creatures he recog-

“ faus

\t* vertebrates, but by
Pinsects carrying
;, deadly diseases and
W/ destroying him or
his crops. Here, too,
he seems to be safe;
.and he is certainly
in safe control of
the other animals,
B’ which will share the
¥ earth with him only
as long as it suits
him to let them
kY live.

It interests me as
a shepherd to note

that “Morus” does mnot guarantee the
future of sheep. The day may come. he
says, when we will not be able to afford
sheep, when calories will come more
economically by the direct route from
the soil and clothing more cheaply from
the chemist. His vision is even more
horrible than that. Laboratory-grown
sheepskin, he says, is now possible, and
has been made to yield six times as
much wool per square inch as the skin
on a sheep's back, so that tissue-breed-
ing. fanciful though it seems now, may
une day be cheaper than animal-breed-
ing. Fortunately, for my peace of mind
that Is not an Immediate threat. The
future of animals reared for meat
“seems secure as far as we can see
ahead.” The future of the others de-
pends on fashion, on human whims and
human vanities, and most of all perhaps
on that perverted sentimentality which
makes man put fences round the rem-
nants of creatures, big and little, he has
already all but destroyed.

Birds, “Morus” thinks—it sounds a
bold thought in New Zealand-—are not
at present in danger, partly because their
“food-gathering space is still large
enough to permit an increase in the
bird population, even in thickly-settled
industrial countries,” and partly because
man, for all his predatoriness, has
“created a moral-aesthetic zone of tabu
within the animal kingdom which all
civilised people have more or less re-
spected.” T hope “Morus” is right. But
when I ask myself how many native
birds I have seen in 40 years, haw many

DAIRY FARMERS /

what are you doing about
that worn out dairy heater?

Improved woter heating
means easier shed work.,

Hotter water
== Cleaner machines
== MHigher grading
*“Now is the hour’’ to
instoll your new Starkie
“Chief'’ Dairy Heater.
This special heater with
closed top designed to
prevent heat loss, hos
proved by actual test
superior to other types
of Dairy Heaoters.

Electrical Merchants everywhere,
D. HENRY & CO. LTD —_—
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Z—/ou Gtm Influence Others
With Your Thinking !

RY it some time. Concentrate in-

tently upon another person seated
in a room with you, without his notic-
ing it. Observe him gradually become
restless and finally turn and look in
your direction. Simple—yet it is a
positive demonstration that thought
generates a.mental energy which can
be projected from your mind to the
consciousness of another. Do you real-
ize how much of your success and
happiness in life depends upon your
in(fuencing others? Is it not important
to you to have others understand your
point of view—to be receptive to
your proposals? b

Demonstrable Facts

How many times have you wished
there were some way you could im-
ress another favorably—get across to
im or her your ideas? That thoughts
can be transmitted, received, and un-
derstood by others is now scientifically
demonstrable. .The tales of miracu-
fous accomplishments of mind by the
ancients are now known to be fact—
mot fable/_The method whereby these
‘things can be intentionally, not acci-
dentally, accomplished has been a

cans—one of the schools of ancient
wisdom existing throughout the world.
To thousands everywhere, for cen-
turics, the Rosicrucians have privately
taught this nearly-lost art of the pracs
tical use of mind power,

This Free Book Points
Out the Way

The Rosicrucians (not a religious
organization) invite you to explore
the powers of your mind. Their sen-
sihle, simple suggestions havetcaused
intelligent men and women to soar to
new heights of accomplishment. They
will show you how to use your natural
forces and talents to do- things you
uow think are beyond your ability.
Send for a copy of the fascinating
sealed’ free book, . ““The Mastery of
Life," which explains how you may
receive this unique wisdom and bene
fit by its application. to.syour, daily
affairs, Address, your tequest to:

Scribe: GAR,

“TheRosicrucians
(AMORC)

secret iong cherished by the Rosicru- G.P.O, BOX. 3988 V, SYDNEY, N.S.W,
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