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: set foot on the peninsula.

“sheltered by the monks

ience one
iinterestinag.
. O’Brien, an NZBS broad-

i serfes of talks to be broadcast by the

; ties, Bryan O’Brien will be giving 12 i
! talks, several of which will be of special ;
i interest to women listeners. Among them

Wlth Bryan O-Brlen in Euro‘pe

THOE: a tiny self- -

governing state under
Greek suzerainty, lies on
a mountainous peninsula
projecting into the -
Aegean Sea. Its popula-
cousists of about
5000 monks and 2000 -
lay brothers and peas-
ants. Women. and even
female animais, are
barred. In the past thou-
sand years no more than
half a dozen women have

Three or four did so dis-
guised as men, and one
or two others were

in times of great danger.

Because of its inacces-
sible position Athos is
not frequently included
in the itineraries of even
male tourists, But to deo
so is 1o step back into
the world of the Middle
Ages, and the few who
have count the experi-
of their most
Bryan

WOODEN church at Borgund, Norway

Change -over at 2YA

EGULAR broadcasts from Welling-

ton by the Alex Lindsay String
Orchestra and a wider variety of pro-
grammes will result from the disbanding
of the Wellington Studio Orchestra this
i month, The Alex Lindsay Orchestra will
i be linked up occasionally with other
Natjonal stations—the Wellington Studm

caster who visited Athos
recenfly describes it as
“a survival of the Byzantine Fmpn‘e in
the 20th- Century.” Soon he will be de-
scribing the place for listeners in a

ZB stations, 2ZA and IXH. Though
women are barred on Athos, there is no:
ban on information, and it is in the
Women's Hour that the talks will be
broadcast.

Back from a ten months’ Continental

Western Europe, including the principali-

will be accounts of some strange build-
ings, including the cave dwellings of
Andalusia and the valley of the Loire
which are hacked out of sandstone but
are often very snug and comfortable.
Our picture shows a building encountered
during travels in Norway, the “stavkirk”
at Borgund, which is built almost en-
tirely of wooden slats. In two other talks,
Mr. O'Brien covers aspects of living in
Great Britain and Europe, with par-
ticular attention to the cost of necessi-
ties. Further talks in the series deal
with Turkey, Berlin, and Salzburg and
its festival,

In his determination to see something
of every territory in “accessible Europe,”
Bryan O'Brien travelled some 26,000
miles by car. He found Germany offered
the greatest variety of beauty and
interest, though Norway surpassed it in
the magnificence of some of its beauty
spots. “Throughout the trip.” he told
The Listener, “I had the most extra-
ordinary luck. For instance, I arrived in
Venice, quite by accident, on the Feast
of St. Salvatore—the one day of the
year in which there is the great parade
of boats on the Grand Canal.”

Bryan O'Brien’s talks will be broadeast

ALEX LINDSAY

Orchestra was heard only in broadcasts
from 2YA—and it will broadcast once a
fortnight. Each of the first six pro-
grammes will feature a New Zealand
composition. The NZBS has no inten-
tion of reducing expenditure as a result
of this change, but witl re-allocate pre~
vious expenditure on the Wellington
Studio Orchestra it providing improved

P
i

in the Women's Hour on Mondays from | progremmes so  that instrumentalists
all ZBs, 2ZA and 1XH. They start first | will have correspondingly wider opport-
iunities.

from 2ZB and 2ZA, on May 31.
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