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SOMETHING TO SING
ABOUT
'I‘HE hero ot "The Vicar of
Bray” was a real personage
who contrived to hold on to his
position through the reigns of
Henry VIII  (Ruman Catholic
and then Prote tant), Edward V1
(Protestant ), Marvy ({ Roman
Catholic) and Elizabeth (Protest-
antj. Bray is in Berkshire, and
the verse expands a popular
Berkshire proverb——"The Vicar of
Brav will be Vicar Still.” But the
vicar wasn't singular; at that .
period there were several clergy-
men——and even a few bishops-- |
just as adaptable. The words we
know today are said to have dated
from the early 18th Century and
concern évents of the 17th (not
those with which the actual Vicar
of Bray was concerned). An early
poem on the same lines is Ned
Ward's “The Religious Turncoat.”
The present verse was long sung
to a Scoftish tune, “Bessy Bell
and Mary Gray,” but since about
1770 it has been given its pre-
sent tune of “The Country Gar-
den.” which originally appeared in
print in “Tre Quaker's Opera” in
1728.

been actively engaged in looking after
the estate of Ladv MacRoberts in Aber-
deenshire, Scotland.”

My thanks to these and other corre-
spondents, and the readers who tele-
phoned, for the additional information
which should interest the inquirer (A.
M. Johnson, of Christchurch).

*

NOT long ago I explained, on this
°  page, how Edgar Lustgarten pro-
duces his brilliant BBC series Prisoner
at the Bar (now going the rounds of
the stations). Here is some more per-
sonal information about this man of so
many parts.
Early in the last war a BBC an-
nouncer named Brent Wood was asked
to counter the anti-
DOUBLE LIFE British  propaganda
broadcasts by William
Joyce (Lord Haw-Haw). Wood lived a
double life and had a dozen names. In
the daytime he was a barrister work-
ing alongside Hartlev Shawcross and
Maxwell Fyfe. By night he tock parts
in radio plays, plaved records and wrote
radio scripts. Brent's real name was
Edgar Lustgarten. Now in his middle
forties, Lustgarten was born in Man-
chester. His ambition was to he a writer
but as the son of a2 lawver he had no
objection to following his father's pro-
fession. He was alwavs acutelv mindful
of the drama of the law: as a broad-
caster he had many and varied assign-
ments: as a racio writer he was unex-
pectedly versatile. The eminent barris-
ter, the late Sir Patrick Hastings. would
probably have been shocked to the core
to learn that Lustgarten, who occasion-
ally acted as his junior, wrote songs like
“Something Must Be Wrong About
Love” and “I Gotta Croon the Blues.”
By the time Lustgarten got to answer-
ing the German radio he had had a lot of
broadcasting experience. and was soon
more than a match for Haw-Haw. When
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STATION 3ZR’s “Junior Garden Session” conducted by “Mr. Garden-Man” (David
Combridge), has been on the air for many years on Mondays at 5.30 p.m. Every
week children, whose ages range from six to 14, take arrangements of flowers and
foliage for inspection and comment by Cornbridge. Two cups have been given by
W. D. Carpinter, of the Canterbury Carnation Society, for the under 11 and the
over 11 competitor gaining most points. About 33 juniors take part and several
have given short talks and demonstrations at their schools. The photograph above
shows Mary Collingwood, latest cup winner, with her display of autumn flowers
and flowers and foliage
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the war was over he became senior talks
producer of the BBC's Overseas Service.
In his leisure he wrote a novel, A Case
to Answer and eventually resigned to
concentrate on writing, specialising in
crime. *

\1 D.” (Christchurch) wants to know
‘" "'something about Ken Grifiin,
organist. Griffin, born in Columbia, Mis-
souri, was once a violin student, but
on hearing the organ decided to go in
for the larger in-
YIOLINIST TURNS strument and taught
ORGANIST himself. He played
at theatres through-
out the Middle West and soon gained
a large following. Then when portable
organs were available he played in hotel
lounges and night clubs. He has re-
corded many popular song tunes and
he is heard frequently on YA and ZB
programmes. The Commercial stations
sometimes {eature Griffin in quarter-
hour sessions.
Sorry, I have not been able to get
hold of his photograph.
*

’\1ILIZA KOR]JUS (for the informa-
“"“tion of “Opera Lover,” Christ-
church) was born in Latvia of Swedish
and Russian parents. As far as I know,
the soprano, who is often heard on re-
cordings in NZBS programmes, is still
singing. As a gir] she tried to make her

way as a ballad singer

MUSIC BEFORE and not only the
BEER towns of the Baltic
region but Finland

and Sweden tock her up enthusiastic-
allv. One evening in Riga, runs the
pretty tale. a young German business-
man strolling through the streets. read
a poster announcing a concert by Miliza
Korjus. He went along and sat in the
third row. While he was reflecting
whether an hour or two in a comfort-
able beer house would be more inter-
esting Miliza walked on to the stage.
Three days later they were engaged to
be married. As the young German’s
home was in Magdeburg, that city be-
came Miliza’s first home in Germany,
and then the path led the singer steeply
to the Berlin State Opera. Some years
ago, finding it hard to discover a prima
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MILIZA KORJUS

donna who could do justice to the melo-
dies of Johann Strauss, the late Irving
Thalberg shelved his production The
Great Waltz for some time. By chance
he heard a record made by Miliza Kor-
jus, and was so delighted with her voice
that. on the strength of that record only,
he cabled an offer that took her to
California and fame.

*

1 JAPPY HARRY" (Redcliffs, Christ-
church) writes: “During the Second
World War ocur Air Force Band made a
great hit with its playing of
COSMIC  “Stardust”—apparently one
of 1its favourite songs. My
wife declares that “Stardust” was com-
posed by Cole Porter; I put my foot
down firmly and say Hoagy Carmichael
was the composer. Who's right?
You can keep your foot down and
stay “happy, Harry.”

The WORLD'S BIGEE.
SONG HITS

“GOD’'S LITTLE CANDLES”

{Jimmy Boyd’s Biggest Song Hit}

“EBBTIDE"” “EBBTIDE"

(Words and Music)
“YOU, YOU, YOU”
“A DEAR JOHN LETTER”
“BUTTERFLIES”

“QUEEN OF EVERYONE'S
HEART"

“EH CUMPARI”
"“FLIRTATION WALTZ”

{By Winifred Atwell)

""ROBE OF CALVARY"

“SWEDISH RHAPSODY”
“Hi-LILI, HI-LO” “CORONATION RAGY
“DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW"
“BRITANNIA RAG” “PRETEND”
“A BROKEN ENGAGEMENT”

JUST ARRIVED—

F & D's ALBUM OF RAGS
Containing 6 Rags selected by
WINIFRED ATWELL.
PRICE 3/6

ALL MUSIC SELLERS

QOr direct from the publishers,
J. ALBERT AND SON PTY., LTD,
2-4 Wiltis Street, Wellington.

“MISTER TAPTOE” i

EXPLANATION

REGARDING EDMONDS
SIMNEL CAKE

Recently an Edmonds oqdvertisement
appeared in this publication featur-
ing Simnel Cake. Unfortunately the
recipe for the Almond Paste—an im-
portant ingredient of the cake—was
inadvertently omitted.

We apologise for any inconven-
ience caused by this omission, The
complete recipe is given below, and
we must stress that on no account
should any substitute Almond Paste
be used—use only the Almond Paste
given in the recipe.

SIMNEL CAKE

4 oz. Butter, 4 oz. Sugar, 142 teaspoon
Spice, 1, teaspoon Cinnamen, 2 Eggs,
4 oz. Flour, 1 teaspoon EDMONDS Bakin
Powder, Pinch of Salt, 4 oz, Seed
Raisins, 4 oz, Sultanas, 4 oz. Currants,
2 oz, Cherries, 2 oz. Almonds, 2 oz. Mixed
Peet, Rind of V2 Lemon.

Method:

Cream butter, sugar and spices, Beat in
eggs one at a time, then add sifted dry
ingredients. Mix in prepared fruit. Place
half of mixture in a papered tin, then a
layer of almond paste (see recipe belaw),
then remainder of mixture. Bake 21/4-3
hours at 350°F. in a round tin 6in. x 3in,

ALMOND PASTE

2 oz. Ground Almonds, 2 oz. Icing Suger,
2 oz. Costor Sugar, Egg to mix.
Method:

Sift icing sugar, add ground almonds and
castor sugor, mix to a firm paste with g
{ittle beaten egg. Use the same quantity
to decorate the top of cake. Place a
tayer around the edge of the cooked cake.
Bake in a slow oven about 30 minutes.




