PRINCESS

50/- to 85/-

WHIRLWIND

Rain, shine, wind or snow, Whirtwind's
famous disappearing windshield—~out-
doors up, indoors down—ensures “first
time every time™ action. Chrome Butler,
(eather Covered, Engine Turned. From

57/6 t0 70/-

Other models, in-
cluding Ronson
Table Lighters,

up to 117/6

Wholesale only :
Ponsford, Newman & Benson

delightfu!ly feminine,
Covered,

~ 1948 Lid., P.O. Box 2085, Wellington,

Immaculately styled, exquisiteiy finished,

Chrome Butler,

Engine Turned,

Enamel Finished, Silver Mounted. From

STANDARD

A sign of impeccable taste, never
out of place. lewellery finished
and built to the world-famous
Ronson precision standard,
Chrome Butler, Leather Covered,
Engine Turned, Silver Mounted.

From 50/- to 85/-
34.H.6

Rob oleine

THE FOOD THAT BUILDS THE BODY I

“Look, Mum!

I’'m strong again!’

Roboleine, a complete
well balanced food, stimu-
lates the appetite and
provides energy — nour-
ishment in its most
delicious form. Children
love it. A perfect body
builder for young and old.
Roboleine 12 oz. and 36
oz. jars available from
your CHEMIST.

Distributed by:
MUIR & NEIL PTY,, LTD.,
AUCKLAND.
M/3R2
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l LOOKOUT

rRusszas Internal Troubles

HE Petrov affair has served

two useful purposes. It has

made everybody aware of
the danger of this sort of Russian
lactlvltv and 1t has made it more
dlfhcult for the Russians to carry
on with this sort of activity. It has also
revealed the faci—the quite encourag-
ing fact—that the Russian Government
is having a good deal of trouble. Vladi-
mir Petrov's defection is only one of
. several, all in the same branch of the
| service. the secret police. When Stalin
- died. the head of the secret police.
:Beria‘ was one of the three men who
- succeeded him. That was a little more
“than a year ago. About ten months ago,
Beria was dismissed from his job by
bhis two colleagues, and about four
months ago he was executed. Since his
. dismissal and his execution, no one in
| the Secret Police can have been feeling

very safe. No doubt that's why those
members of the service who are
stationed abroad are showing such a

strong disinclination to go home when
their terms explre Presumably they
don’t want to expire with their term.

There’s plenty of evidence to sup-
port the report of James Reston, the
chief Washington correspondent to the
New York Times, that the Soviet Union
iis —to use his exact words—*"having
' serious trouble within the ranks of its
i secret police.” In fact, there's plenty of
evidence to show that Russia is having
trouble in every part of the Administra-
tion. That’s where the real importance
of these happerings comes in.. They're
a symptom of serious trouble in Russia.
Radical changes have been made in im-
portant key posts in the Army. The
same sort of thing has happened in the
civilian Administration. Within a few
months, for example, the Ministry of
Agriculture has been overhauled three
times. And in the Communist Party
itself, men who have been members of
the Party’s Central Committee—that is,
the high command of the Party—-have
been replaced. All these things have led
" Paul Wohl, of the staff of the Christian
Science Monitor, one of America's lead-
ing specialists in Russian affairs, to re-
port that, in his own words, “mounting
“internal pressures appear to have
brought about a serious situation within
the vast enclosed world of the Soviet
Union.”

It's easier to
understand what's
going on now if we
get some idea of
what that ‘““vast, en-
closed world” is
like. It holds about
190 million people
of whom about six

million are mem-
bers of the Com-
munist Party, and

of whom a compar-
_atively small num-
: ber are members of
what is almost cer-
tainly the  most
privileged class in
the world. That’s no
exaggeration. The
American  Federa-
tion of Labour not
long ago made a
i study of the distri-

Extracts from a recent commentary

on the international news, broadcast
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——

bution of incomes in Russia, and its
economists discovered that the standard
of living of the top income group in
Russia is about a million roubles a
vear compared with the income of
about 8000 roubles a year which the
average worker gets — in other words,
the top Communists Hve 125 times
better than the average worker. It’s
rather interesting to make a rough
comparison with New Zealand. The
journeyman's average wage in this
country is a bit over £11 a week. On
that basis. if we operated on the same
principle as Russia, Mr. Holand and
his colleagues would be getting about
£1700 a week-—a bit more than
£90,000 a year. And in Russia, there's
no death duty, and income tax can’t
take any more than 3/- in the pound.

Long ago, Trotsky said that Stalin
had organised not only a new political
machine, but also a new caste. That’s
obviously true. In fact, Russia goes a
long way towards fulfilling Bismarck’s
prophecy which he based on Marx's
doctrines in Marx’s lifetime: “There will
be no question of lodging complaints
against the warders in the general
Socialist prison. They will be the most
merciless tyrants ever seen and the rest

.will be the slaves of these tyrants.” Just

as a matter of interest, a family alliance
seems to have replaced a man in Russia.
Two of the three men who lead these
tyrants today—Malenkov and Khrush-
chev—are brothers-in-law. Khrushchev
is married to Elena Malenkov, who was
a singer at the Moscow Ovpera. Together,
he and Malenkov hold the two most
important posts in Russia—Malenkov as
Prime Minister and Khrushchev as
First Secretary of the Communist
Party. It looks like a nice little family
arrangement. It must sometimes leave
Molotov a little uneasy because he isn’t
in the family, too.

But. like all arrangements of this sort,
it hag its problems. We're getting some
idea of these problems today. The whole
systemn is under intense strain and the
beneficiaries of this tidy little family
arrangement are finding it hard to keep
order and discipline. I'd be inclined to

think that it will
become harder as
time goes on. In

fact, I'm reminded
of Stephen King-
Hall’'s prophecy in
March, 1948, when
he said: “I believe
that between now
and 1950 some sort
of upheaval, per-
haps peaceful, will
have taken place in
Russia.” In a bold
prophecy of that
sort a few years are
neither here nor
there. It looks like
being partly fulfilled

within reasonable
reach of the date
he fixed

—R. M. HUTTON-

BERIA POTTS,
He was not in the family
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