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SOMETHING TO SING
ABOUT

T'HE chorus of “John Brown's
Body,” which | remember
voung moonlight picnickers sing-
ing as a .marching song on the
way home, was written first, and,
* according to Percy Scholes, it had
a circulation before the verses
existed. Thomas Brigham Bishop,
of Portland, Maine, hearing a
pious brother-in-law exclaim, “I
‘ am bound to be a soldier in the
Army of the Lord! Glory, glory,
Hallelujah!” set this assertion to
music and soon found it popular
as a camp - meeting hymn.
Bishop's own statement was, ‘It
was really done as a joke upon
mv sanctimonious brother-in-law.”
Then in 1859, hearing of the
hanging of John Brown for hia
raid at Harper's Ferry, Bishop
wrote verses on this subject to
the same music. Union soldiers
adopted them as a marching song
and it was they who added the
verse about hangins Jeff Davis.
Bishop also wrote “When Johnny
Comes Marching Home.”

with the United Nations Radio Divisicn
as a writer and director, and eventually
executive producer of programmes that
were  given  world-wide  distribution.
*l‘hree of those programmes won Pea-
wbody Awards, the radio equivalent of
Hollywood’s Oscar.

'I‘HE BBC show, Educating Archie,
will start at the four YA stations
on May 8, Archie An-

BIG STEAL drews is the chap who
steals all the laughs from
Peter Brough-—the fellow who pockets
all the money made by Archie Andrews.

*

V\NOTHER “lime capsule,” made of
"7 aluminium and 12 feet long. con-
taining mementos of the show business
and special editions of trade papers de-
picting the current en-

HAIL 2053! tertainment world, was
buried at Las Vegas re-
cently. Included in this peerless treasure

for posterity are recordings of top
American talent, Bing Crosby's pipe.
what is purported to be the only

| sweater worn on the screen by Jane
Russell, Sugar Ray Robinson’s gloves
and Ray Bolger's dancing shoes.

/'_I{ECORDING of sounds at famous
places. such as the stamp of feet
when the Guard is being changed at
Buckingham Palace, or the challence cf
the sentry during the Ceremony of the
Keys at the Tower of London, is one
of the routine

YOU COULD HEAR jobs rarvied out

A COUGH DROP bv the BBC's
recarded nro-

grammes department. Recently BBC
engineers went to the British Museum
to record the silence in the reading
room—the holy of holies where scholars
and other people engaged in research
are found in large numbers. The domed
roof provides a loud echo and the
fsilence of the celebrated place emerged
on the recording as a great roaring
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'1}10RE than four years after her keel was laid this 20-foot auxiliary cruising sloop

“Wee Glad” was recently completed by a 3ZB announcer, John Cumming (left),
at the New Brighton Power Boat Club’s slipway. The vessel, which he built himself,
is equipped with a four h.p. auxiliary marine engine, and it represents a life-long

ambition for Cumming,

who plans to do some coastal cruising round the bays of

Banks Peninsula. Mrs. Cumming broke the traditional bottle over the vessel’s bow
ar the laurching ceremony. John's expression sugdests a fear that fhe bow might

not stand the impact, and a similar thou
with 3ZB’s microphone (right). It may

-

sound of heavy breathing, coughing and
rustling of pages, punctuated by loud
bangs whenever a reader dropped a
book, or someone shut a door or tripped
over his feet. Many places, say the en-
gineers, are a great deal quieter than
the reading room of the British
Museum. *

lIRANK MUIR and Denis Norden, the

inseparable script-writing team of
TIFH, are both ex-R.A.F. They work
a five-and-a-half-day week and take the
whole business very seriously. Both have
also taken part in radio and TV quiz
programmes. *

']‘HE cables told us the other day that
the British Minjstry of Works is to
attend to a “bruise” on Big Ben caused
by a glancing bomb during the war. Big
Ben, the BBC's most famous voice, cels-
brated thirty years of continuous broad-
casting at the end of last year. Rory St.
George, writing in
FAMOUS VOICE the Radio Times
.about the bell of
the great clock at Westminster, said
that no one seemed to know exactly
who thought of Big Ben as a possible
broadcaster. Put some engineers stiil
working at Broadcasting House toolr
part in the first experiments in 1923.
They mounted. a microphone on the
roof of the building across the road.
linked it to the old BBC headquarters
at Savoy Hill. and found that traffic
noise nearly obliterated 'the svunds of
Big Ben striking the hours. The next
step was to take a microphone into the
belfry itself and. working by the dim
lieht of hurricane lamps. they carried
out experiments on a closed circuit.
The result of their work was a mic-
rophone hune in a football bladder on
the river side of the great bell. This
werked for many vears in spite of the
Westminster pigeons' furious attack,
carried on even though the bladder was

ght seems to be worrying Robin Gurnsey,
be, of course, that both are distressed at
the waste of champagne

SR

e - .

inedible and could not be used for nest-
ing material. The modern equipment is
heavier and both pigeon and fool proof.
Big Ben is now piped to the Broad-
casting House contrel room and put on
the air by a control switch, while for
television a scale model of the West-
minster tower is shown to viewers as
the last vision item of the day’s pro-
grarame, the news in sound following
immediately. ' *

[AN LUND (below) is a Timaru-born
baritone, now aged 21, who has
been interested in music since he was
five. Last year he

BARITONE FROM sang with the 3XC
TIMARU Christmas and

Easter Choir, and’
zlso with the. Clarion Octet. South Can-
terbury listeners to 3XC on the evening
of Wednesday., April 21, will hear Ian
Lund in a group of Negro Spirituals.

The WORLD'S BIGGEST
SONG HITS

“GOD’S LITTLE CANDLES”

(Jimmy Bovd's Biggest Song Hit}

“EBBTIDE" “EBBTIDE"
tworcls and Musuc_)_ N
“YOU, YOU, YOu”
"“PRETEND’’ “PRETEND"
__“PRETEND"_
“BUTTERFLIES”

A DEAR JOHN LETTER”

(The Latest Craze)

""EH CUMPARI"
“ISTANBUL" "lSTéNBUL”
”M_I§TER TAPTOE"

"ST. GEORGE and
the DRAGONET”
“HI-LILE, HI-LO”  “CORONATION RAG”
“DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW"
“BRITANNIA RAG” —— “RUBY“ “RUBY”
“A BROKEN ENGAGEMENT"
JUST ARRIVED~
F & D's ALBUM OF RAGS
Containing & Rags selected by
WINIFRED ATWELL,

Price 3/6
ALL MUSIC SELLERS

Or direct from the pubtishers,
J. ALBERT AND SON PTY., LTD,,
2-4 Willis Street, Wellington,

No Listener Should Be Without the

WORLD RADIO HANDBOOK,
1954 Edition. ~
Has everything about all SHORT WAVE
and most BROADCAST STATIONS.
Price 9/- posted.
Free Pamphlet on Reauest to

ARTHUR CUSHEN,
212 Earn Street, Invercargill.
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Don’t let THESE eyes...

-béc‘ome these. .

There comes a point, desr Madam, when you
have to think of your eyes first. = After all, they
most reveal your looks, your age, your charactes,
Take proper care of them. Give them enough rese,
After sewing or such like, use Optrex to refresh
them.  And, of course, use Optrex for all other
minor eye troubles — both for_yourself and your
family ~— even the youngest, #t, even for Baby.

Op"ex the EYE

LOTION

Optrex (Overseas) Led,, 17 Wadsworth Road,

[N Perivale, Middlesex, England. 72 /
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