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“Inebriety”
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THE TITLE page of the Turnbull Library copy of

Rare First Edition

T the forthcoming Fifth Aldeburgh
Music and the Arts, to be held at Aldeburgh.
Suffolk, from Junc 12 to 20. an exhibition is

being held to mark the bicentenary of the poct George
Crabbe, who is mainly remembered these days for
writing the poem on which Benjamin Britten based his
opera Peter Grimes. The Crabbe exhibition has ouce again
pointed to the rarity and valuz of some of the books held by
the Turnbull Library in Wellington. which was asked the other
day by those connected with the Festival for information relating
to its copy of the first edition of Crabbe's first separately pub-
lished poem, Inebriety.

The Turnbull Library has the ouly known periect copy
of this book in Britishh countries. Two other copies exist, one
in the Bodleian Library at Oxford (this copy lacks a title page)
and the other in the private possession of J. A. Spoor. of Chicago,
though the condition of the letter is not known. The Ipswich
Public Library. on bhehalf of the Earl of Cranbrook, who is
arranging the Crabbe exhibition, has asked the Turnbull Library
for a photostat copv of the title page of Inebriety. It will he
included in a bibliography of Crabbe first editions which is being
published in connection with the Festival. and which will repro-
duce the title papes of all Crabbe's works. The Bodleian Library
has alse written for a copy of this very rare title page (which
is shown at left) in order to complete its own collection.

Crabbe was born in Aldeburgh in 1754, and though he was a
minor poet he was famous as a realistic painter of life as he
saw it. in all its vgliness. One of his most notorious poems. Sir
Eustace Grey, is a hair-raising account of a patient in a madhouse
of his decline from worldly prosperity and happiness. Crabbe
was apprenticed when young to 2 doclor in Woodbridge, near
Ipswich, where his first work, Inebriety, was published in 1775.
In 1780 he went to London and was befriended by Edmund
Burke. the orator, who advised him to publish in 1781 The Library,
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Perfect balance s the secret of the wonderful ease with which you
manoeuvre the “Blue Seal” Controlled Heat lron.
can take the ironing in your stride . .. without fatigue or

At last you

exasperating delays. There's a temperature to suit
every fabric ... and it's gutomatically

maintained. Other famous “ Blue

Seal” products are the Toaster,
Radiator, Jug, Hotplate, Kettle,
Washboiler and Sink Heater,
FROM ELECTRICAL AND
HARDWARE DEALERS
EVERYWHERE.
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GEORGE CRABBE
Benjamin Britien horrowed from him

a puem In heroic couplets. In the same
yvear Crabbe took holy orders and he-
came curate of Aldeburgh. After The
Village appeared in 1783 Crabbe pub-
lisked nothing for over 20 years. He
was a dutiful clergyman for the rest
of his life. enjoying the patronage of
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® AlR Britain‘s millions rely on the
e BUS B.B.C. Time Signal ——
o cax  TRAVELLERS
o SEA throughout the world
® TRAIN RE LY ON
SEARLE
TABLETS

OBTAINABLE ALL CHEMISTS.
Produce of G, D. Searle (International)
Co., London, W.L. D.6
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