ONE MINUTE
— PLEASE!

}'JVERY Saturday nivht for the past
" few  weeks awliences at the Regal

Theatre in Karori. Weid ton. have been
laughing their beads ol at a new kind
of variety show pat on by the NZBS
and recorded on the spot {for broadeast
Jater in the weck to radio listeners. One
M nute, Please! 15 a comical test of the
mental and vocal ingenuity of six selec-
ted citizens who have to speak for one
minute without stupping on a variety of
surprising topics. And with a microphone
before vou awd an audience of your
friends and acquaintances listening, one
minute of continuous talking can seem
a very long tima indeed.

Questiony are prepared by the show's
producer (Jack Debson) and compére
(Ulric Williams) from suggestions sent
in by listeners, and they range over every
kirsd of subject from the coniroversial to
the ridiculous, Contestants have been
asked Lo open a meeting of the Pessi-
mists’ Club, to decide whether women
are really worse drivers than men, fo
hold one minute’s conversation with a
woman at a party who is wearing a
frock identical with the speaker's. and
to decide whether baby-sifters sbould
receive danger money, bachelars should
be taxed, or kilts are suitable to the
New Zealand climmate. Male contesiants
have been asked to demonstrate a new
brand of lipstick. and women have had
to explain themselves to an imaginavy
husband who has just caught them kiss-
ing the mitkman,

For this test of wits the contestants
are divided into two teams of three men
and three women. Kach has to speak
twice, in two successive rounds, and the
subjects are not disclosed to the con-
testants until his or her turn comes
along. Each speaker starts with five
points in hand, but if anyone gets off
the subject a bulb horn held by the
compere sounds a warning that one point
has been lost. If anyone pauses for a
second or two a bleating klaxon an-
nounces the loss of another point. And
if anyone tries to raise a laugh by a
remark that the compere considers a

A SECTION of the audience at the Regent Theatre,

mdlisereet  or
. a clanging fire-bell
makes it clear that the
Voice of the Censor has
deducted a further two
points.

little
ri
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Scoring is on a team
basis, hut no prizes are
awarded—apart {rom the
satisfaction to the sexes,
according to whether the
men's teum  or  the
women's feam comes out
the winner. Among con-

testants  who have al-
ready taken part are

Reg. Hardy Boys, former
president of the R.S. A
the Tav. Harmy Squires,

Wellington  City  Mis-

sioner; Catherine Forde.

a  schoolteacher; Edna

Wiegs, housewife and - - -
actress; and Porothy Moses, house-
wife.

Althiough the show takes place on the
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THE TEAMS on the stage at a recent broadcast ol “One Minute, Please.” From left, Mrs. Pat
Lowe, Max Riske, Charrmian Peterson, Don Boyd, Mrs. J. Mcinnes, Toby Easterbrook-Smith.
The questionmaster, Ulric Williams, is seated on the right, with Jack Dobson (producer) standing
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stage on Saturday nights, it is not broad-.

cast until the following
when it is heard from 2YA at 8.30 p.m.
The photographs on this page were taken
at the performance which was broadcast
on March 31. Those taking part then
were Don Bovd, a Weliington business
man: Charmian Peterson, a teacher at

Wednesday.

Wellington Girls® Colleze: Toby Easter-:
brook-Smith, an Adult Education tutor: .

Mrs. Joan Mclnnes, wife of a Canadian
diplomat; Max Riske, a teacher at We'l-
ington Technical College; and Mrs. Pat

Lowe, a housewife and former teacher of -

drama.

Some of the questions which aroused

amusing answers from the contestants

were, “Should it be compulsory for a:
husband to go shopping with his wife?:

“Is platonic friendship possible
worthwhile?” and “Which is the weaker
sex?”

NS,
Karori, during a session

pharagraph

of “One Minute, Please”
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19.

Clues Across

23.
24.

25.

12,

14,
16.
17.

18.
21.

Vessel's carrying capacity,
This line of rulers comas to a very
unpleasant end.
“Our revels now are
Tempest,” Act 4, Scene 1).

Clues Down
Delineate by means of a beam of

light after the wine.
Drink of hot wine and water,

£t (“Thﬁ

. Pieces of virulent satire.
. Incense-burner.
. “For my voice. I have lest it with

5. Emploved.

"

hotlaing, and singing of

(*Henry IV.” Part 2, Act 1, Sc. 2).

has not anything to show more

fair” (Wordsworth, “Upon Westmin-

ster Bridge™).

Sit confused in the middle of the

dance? This would hardly lend en«

chantment.

Alsc metal on the hearth,

Wicket act.

“A — woman is a welcome guest”
(Byron).

Quick. 20. South African antelope,

Not so much part of an experience

which serves to teach.
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1. Broken plane in a door?

4. “But screw your to the stick-

ing-place.
And we'll not fait!”
(*“Macheth,” Act 1, Scene 7).

8. Prescribed diet and
habits.

9. Found in the pre-
sent era.

10. Rode in disorder
after the remainder,
but was apparently

‘ put in his place.
©11. Ham's brother caught
- in a net?
"13. Longs.
15. Lithe.
18. “Each in his narrow
cell forever laid,
The forefathers
of the hamlet sleep™

(Gray's “Elegy in
a Country Church-
vard™).

Cain and Abel, for
instance.
“My , my per-

son, my extremest
means,

I've all unlocked to
your occasions’
(*Merchant of
Venice.,” Act 1,
Scene 1).




