wrote Shakespeare’'s plays was not 3
collection of minor Elizabethan play-
wrights but (strange as it may seem)
plain William Shakespeare. Relics of
that controversy are still to be seen in
this volume and they wear an old-
fashioned air.

The major portion of the book is
concerned with Shakespeare’s imagery.
a topic that has received u great deal
of attention since the thirties. Mr.
Knight has attempted to bring his book

up to date by adding a long prefatorvj
note in which he defends his point of !

view and hnally produces a two-page

chart of *‘Shakespeare's wvarious values .

and symbolic powers” which he offers

tand I qudte his own words) as “a!
simple chart devised to form a kind of !
vade mecum for the Shakespearian ex-

pert.” All 1 can say is that. if this is
the clue to Shakespeare, then 1 have
never understood him and it is unlikely
I ever shall. Which is a pity, since 1
have read every play written by Shake-
speare several times, and many of them
many times, and bhave even had the
effrontery to lecture to students on the
assumption that I understood what they
were about. I doubt if T have read so
much nonsense about Shakespeare as is
contained in Mr. Knight's first and last
chapters.

Between these two chapters, however.
is a great deal of sympathetic and
understanding interpretation of Shake-
speare’s imagery, though it is all rather
long drawn out and laboured. The cen-

tral thesis is simple enough aud easily

acceptable, that Shakespeare’s meaning
is not contained merely in the simple

meanings of the words he writes but :

also in the magnificent imagery he uses.
“Winter” to Shakespeare is not just
winter, frost and cold noses. It is a
poetic symbol. It is old age, it is death,
it is the end of love, it is sorrow, it is
human tragedy, as the context demands.

Which is only another way of saying i

that Shakespeare is a poet.

Mr. Knight*analyses in 300 pages the
images associated with ‘“Tempest” and
makes a case for the tempest-theme as
Shakespeare’s dominant image. It is dis-
order, both public and private; it is the
sea that separates lovers and child from
parent; it is the force of evil that com-
bats the brightness of human life. The
whole thing is most plausible, until one
remembers that with time, a copy of
the complete plays, and a good card-
index system plus a one-track mind, one

(continued on next page)

BOOKS scheduled for review in the ZB

Book Review session on April 18 are
as follows: “The
Legendary  Mizners,”
by Alva Johnson (John
Morris);  ""Social In-
sects,” by O. W.
Richards (E. G. Tur-
bott) ; “Masterton’s
First Hundred Years,”
by A. G. Bagnall
(Frank Simpson);
“The Fxght for the
Ashes,” by Peter
West, and “Over to ‘Rex Alston,” by Rex
Alston, reviewed by the Rev. E. Q. Blamires
{above!.

TIMARU GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL

1 J
75th Jubilee Celebrations
EASTER 1955
Old Girls of the Schoo! are asked to
forward their names and addresses (in-
cluding maiden names) and year of enrol-
ment to the Secretary: MISS E. HASSALL,

48 Theodocia Street, TIMARL.
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Fly Kangaroo Service for VARIETY

Widest Choice
of Air Routes

Fly QANTAS — B.OAC.
Kangaroo
see Europe as you want to see
it. Use the popular multiple-
route plan. Make your choice

Service and see

from almost unlimited com-
binations of no less than 26
famous cities in Europe alone,
each packed with historic sight-
seeing and commercial interest,
Stop-over wherever youn wish,
at no extra air fare, see the
sights, enjoy the individual
charm of each internationally-
famous city.

Fly TEAL from Auckland,
Wellington or Christchurch to
Australia to link with Kan-
garoo Service from Sydney.
Choice of alternative routes
across India and the Mediter-
ranean. Six services weekly by
air-conditioned Constellation.

Leading  Travel
Agents or TEAL — Auckland,
Wellington and Christchurch.

Inquiries:

Take your choice from these 26 stop-over cities
in Europe—ROME -— NICE — MARSEILLES —
BARCELONA — MADRID — PARIS — GENEVA
e MILAN — ZURICH — BASLE — BRUSSELS
-~ AMSTERDAM — DUSSELDORF -~ COLOGNE

to and through

~— FRANKFURYT — NUREMBURG —— STUTT-
GART — LINZ — MUNICH — VIENNA -

SALZBURG — INNSBRUCK — ISTANBUL —

SALONIKA == ATHENS — NAPLES.

N (ANTAS-

QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS LIMITED (Inc. in Q'land) in
parallel with B.O.A.C. and Tasman Empire Airways Limited.
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