ON DYLAN THOMAS

A,IOURN, Wales, and the cumbered hills of London!
Cold are your granaries, your mines empty.
Dionysus has met Charon on the bronze threshing-floor

And Charon conquered. In a foreign land, alas,
Died the Godbearer, nor did his songs help him.

A P A Al el A A

—James K. Baxter

two sentences. We have no real reascn
for believing in a perpetual continuance
of life. And we have ample evidence to

the contrary. —J. D. McD.
PILES OF CAVIAR

LOST SPLENDOUR, by Prince Felix Youssou-
pouff; Jonathan Cape, English price 18 -,
HANDS ACROSS THE CAVIAR, by Charles
Thayer; Michael Joseph, English price 12,6.

I,)RINCE YOUSSOUPOUFEF’S

memoirs are a glance back at his

gilded youth and cover in this volume
the events before he went into exile in
1919, rescued with other royalties—
he married a niece of the Tsar—by a
British cruiser from the Crimea. The
highlight, of course, is his patriotic
murder of the infamous Rasputin, who
was gruesomely hard to kill. Apart from
this he gives us a nostalgic but realistic
picture of the fringes of court life in
pre-revolutionary days.

Charles Thayer's light-hearted and
hard-boiled account of bhis frustrated
dealings with Russians as allies in
Yugoslavia, Vienna and Korea is both
amusing and illuminating. This Ameri-
can soldier-diplomat shows that even
Marxists can unbend. The biggest
surprise is the survival of sheer snob-
bery in the Soviet Union.

Both books prompt the reflection that
the ruthless despotism that governs
Russia is based on a realistic assessment
of the essential scattiness of the Slav

temperament. —David Hall

HALF THE STORY

THE EDDIE CHAPMAN STORY, by Frank
Owen; Allan Wingate, English price 106,
\_ JHAT was Eddie Chapman: a

British agent playing a hazardous
game as a member of the German
secret service, or a traitor living in
luxury in Europe on his earnings as a
German spy? In this book we are told
only half the story, and in a postscript
the author hints infuriatingly at another
side, which, even after ten years, must
stay an official secret. Chapman was the
only Englishman to win the Iron Cross
during the war, an award given in 1943
to the member of his section of the
German Secret Service “who had shown
the most outstanding zeal and success
during the vyear.”

A notorious safe-breaker, Eddie Chap-
man was serving a sentence on the
Channel Island of Jersey when the
Germans arrived in June, 1940. After
his release and a short internment in
France, he joined the German secret
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service and was trained as a saboteur
and spy, salary £45 a month, In
December, 1942, he was dropped by
parachute on his first mission, which
was to blow up two power-houses at the
De Havilland aircraft factory near
London. He escaped to Portugal as a
steward in a British freighter. Next he
was offered £50,000 to go back to
England to obtain details of our Asdic
apparatus that was causing U-boat
commanders such anxiety, but at first
he was reluctant to return: “I had made
enough money; now I only wished to
lead a life of pleasure for a while.”
Much of his story is taken up with
this life of pleasure as a Wehrmacht
officer in Germany and the occupied
countries; it ends with his return to
England in July, 1944, ostensibly still
working for the Germans. On the face
of all this (one wonders) why wasn’t
he shot as a spy? Occasionally, however,
he hints that his allegiance was not
wholly German and of his interest in
Hitler's new secret weapons, but much
has to be looked for between the lines.

—W.AG.
PERIOD PIECES

THE VICTORIAN MOUNTAINEERS, by
Ronald Cilark; B. T. Batsford Ltd., English
price 18/-,

N his previous book Early Alpine
Guides., Ronald Clark presented his-
torically interesting vignettes of some
of the professional climbers of Central

Europe. Now he serves the guides’

employers from Britain who numbered

such notable names as John Ruskin,
evangelist for mountains, Michael

Faraday the scientist, Albert Smith who

was reputed to have made £30,000

from his illustrated talks on Mont Blanc,

Edward Whymper of the Matterhorn,

the American Miss Brevoort who beat

donkey-drivers if they ill-treated their
animals, her nephew W, A. B. Coolidge,

a quarrelsome Alpine histortan, and

many foundation members of the Alpine

Club, London., Quaint photographs
support a scholarly text.
Perhaps the most interesting un-

certainty faced by the author is why the
Victorian age produced mountaineers of
such physical toughness. His conclusion is
that “The Victorians were always asking
questions and they climbed fundamen-
tally because they wanted their
questions answered. . . . It is no
coincidence that scientists and clergy-
men were so humerous among the early

mountaineers.” —John Pascoe

HORNBLOWER AGAIN

HORNBLOWER AND THE ATROPOS, by C.

.?2 ‘Igorester; Michael Joseph, English price
SINCE this, the third of the throw-

back Hornblower tales, leaves him in
line for a frigate command, and the first
of the originals shows him a frigate
captain, the new book may be the last
of the whole series—but you never
know. I am inclined to think it is the
best of the three. There is compara-
tively little fighting, but Forester is just
as skilful out of battle smoke as in it.
Hornblower finds excitement as he
travels across England by canal boat
with his wife and child, and more of
another kind in organising the river
procession for Nelson’s funeral. Then
recovery of sunken treasure in the

Mediterranean in command of a sloop,
and a whiff of battle. Forester again
shows his astonishing mastery of
technical detail. His odd characters are
perhaps odder. and there are masterly
little sketches of St. Vincent and
Collingwood, We also see a good deal
of Forester's one pathetic character—
Hornblower's wife, Maria.
—AM.

WRITERS ON WRITING
SOME PRINCIPLES OF FICTION, by Robhert
Liddell; Jonathan Cape, English price 126,
THE WRITER'S TRADE, by L. A. G.
Strong; Methuen, English price 7/6.
V’HEN Mr. Liddell begins by
discussing the difficulties of the
writer in the world of today (which he
exaggerates), the value of the individual
{continued on next page)
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These tablets consist wholly of special
yeast cultures which have developed dur-
ing cell growth a potent, natural, stand-
ardised content of the 8 group of vitamins.
D.CL VITAMIN Bi YEAST TABLETS
Supply ony deficiency there may be in
the daily diet, thereby providing a potént
tonic and nutrient. Recommended when a
decline in metabolism is manifested by
lassitude,  depression, loss of mental
vigour, etc., also as a preventive against
tH-beaith. Each tablet has a Vitamin Bj
potency of 100 International Units (approx.)
and is rich in proteins and other nutrients,
Price 4/6 per bottle of 100 tablets.
Obtainable from all Chemists,
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These Great Minds were Rosicrucians . . .

Why were these men great?

How does anyone—man or woman~—achieve greatness?
Is it not by mastery of the powers within ourselves?

Know the mysterious world within you!

Attune

yourself to the wisdom of the ages! Grasp the inner
power of your mind! Learn the secrets of a full and

peaceful life!

Benjamin Franklin, statesman and inventor . . . Isaac
Newton, discoverer of the Law of Gravitation . . .
Francis Bacon, philosopher and scientist . . . like many
other learned and great men and women . . . were
Rosicrucians. The Rosicrucians (NOT a religious orga-
nisation) have been in existence for centuries. Today,
headquarters of the Rosicrucians send over seven
million pieces of mail annually to all parts of the world.

Address: Scribe D.Y.B.,

Ihe ROSICRUCIANS

{(AMORC).

Box 3988, G.P.O., Sydney, N.S.W., Australia.
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Scribe D.Y.B.,

The ROSICRUCIANS (AMORC},

Box 3988, G.P.0., Sydney, N.S.W., Australia.
Please send me the free book, The Mastery of Life, which
explains how I may learn to use my faculties and powers of

mind.

Name

Address..
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