
FirstChoice in Fashion
Co Perfectly beautiful and

beautifully perfect, infif, finish and wonderful
comfort are these $0
very fashionable"Spec-4tators byMatchless.

Rae
StyleNo; 4798a

The smartest
shoes that vou
could choose
individually and
skilfullyfittedthe
modern {0aN by StyleMee.4929)Jour "Matchless'
Stockist.

THOSESHOES
IN Vatchless
MEASURED Fittings

Thaf fraction of an inch means more comfort Per foota

NoCOLDS nO losttime
BytakingAnti-Bi-Sannoluyoucanhelpto
ensure foryourselffreedomfrom infection.
Anti-Bi-San3-day treatment acts through
thebloodstream,reinforcesyournaturalTC-
sistance and assists you to withstand the
gcrms of coldsduringthe winter mnonths.Inthcgrcatmajorityof cases Anti-Bi-San
provides protection against colds within
10daysof thestart of trcatmcnt.

SANTI-IBI-SAN>Reod_
GuardsagainstColds

OBTAINABLE IN ADULTS'ANDCHILDREN'S PACKS
SendforFreeLeaflettotheDistr ibutors:

FASSETT & JOHNSON LTD. 89 Courtenay Placc, Wellington .

1

SUPER

SMART
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Lessons tor Laggards
by SUNDOWNER

MARCH 8

HERE are, I suppose, windier
places in the world than -the
windiest parts of New Zea-
land-southern Patagonia, north-
ern Greenland, the Campbell and
Auckland Islands, and the high
steppes of Central Asia. They are placesthat I know only in books, and I must
be as ready to accept them as I am to
accept Heaven. But I have been a
-doubter for three days and three nights.
Throughout that period I have not seen

an upright tree, heard
a’ bee, or caught the
song of a bird smaller

than a rooster. Why our roosters still
crow I can’t think, since they are moult-
ing, and risk being stood on their headsif they pause with their backs to the
weather. I suppose they have to crow,
standing or falling, to. maintain their
roosterly morale, but they have nothing
else to crow about while this wind con-
tinues. Perhaps their crowing is physi-
ological-so many hundred heartbeats,
and their sound-boxes go off like alarm
clocks,
But a three-days dry wind on top of
a ten-weeks drought is more than I can
accept cheerfully. It means that I can’t
run sheep again before spring, and in
the meantime shall not be able to keep
my cows in milk without feeding them
on hay at twelve or thirteen pounds a
ton. My neighbours have something to
worry about too, of course, but they are
young men and have time to recover and
forget. I want the joys of farming now
(without any quotation marks).

| MARCH 9

* * *
‘| HE longer the drought lasts the moreI value lucerne. As far as I can see
from my hilltop-it is never less than
five miles, and on clear days not less
than 25-the plains are the colour of
brown paper with the lucerne patches
éstanding out like green postage stamps.
But I don’t have to look as far as that
to see what lucerne, once it is fairly

established, can do in
the absence of rain.
A couple of hundred

| yards from my front door Jim has three
paddocks of it in three
different stages of growth
which, though they gain
something from: the con-
trast with the surround-
ing dust, delight both my
eye and my nose. One
patch is almost ready to
thresh, one just passing
from bloom to seed, and
the other still a purple
blaze: but there is no
sign recognisable by me
that any of the three is
crying out for water. If
the roots are not getting
as much water as the
plants would like, they
are clearly finding
enough for growth,
bloom, and colour, for
scent and honey, and for
a lesson to the laggards
like me who neglected at
the appropriate time to
dedicate at least an acre
to lucerne as an insur-
ance against the calamity
that has now overtaken
us.

MARCH 10

CAME on this remark today by~a
young French explorer who lost him-
self recently in Guiana:
You can’t be flabby and easy-going in the
jungle. If you want to stay alive you've got
to take hold of yourself and overcome your
laziness, however excusable it. may be in
moments of exhaustion.
It has been said thousands of times
in thousands of ways, and is equally
true morally and materially. But whenI said it once to one

of our ancestor-glorify
ing groups it was re-

garded as an attack on the first four
ships. It'was wrong (to say that necessity
made the pioneers what they were-to
point out that they were ordinary men
and women like the rest of us hammered
by circumstances into what they became.It probably was wrong to say such things
to such people. One of the questions to
which I have never known the ‘answer
is whether to leave my sister when she
prays or throw a bucket of water over
her. Tennyson said "Leave her alone.
Don’t alarm or confuse her." And that
in general is what I do. But I can’t
always agree with whoever said it that
a harmless lie is better than a hurtful
truth. I have moods in which I can't
believe that any lie is harmless or any
truth hurtful, and it must have been in
one of those moods that I addressed ‘the
daughters of the revolution (as. they
would have called themselves in U.S.A.).
I should have remembered that in a
hundred years or so I will squeeze by
as a pioneer myself.

MARCH 13

* * *
| USED to think that what would worryme most at the Judgment Seat would
be the parade of animals-the sheep, the
lambs, the rabbits, the calves, the ,cats,
the pigs, the deer, I had murdered. NowI begin to think it will be the faces. of

the people whose
letters I have not
answered, And I in

clude only those correspondents whose
letters it was mv duty to answer.
There are letters which no one should
answer: letters which are just silly or

(continued on next page)
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